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ADVERTISEMENT 


THIRD EDITION. 


MUST intreat the Purchaſers of the former 
Editions, to excuſe the Freedom I have taken, 
in making ſeveral conſiderable Additions to this. 
It has been done at the Perſuaſ.on of ſome judi- 
cious Friends, who apprehended, the Piece might 
be more uſeful. and leſs unworthy of the public 
Patronage, if it touched upon ſome very intereſt- 
ing Subjetls, hitherto omitted. As I had no Views, 
101 to render the Performance more pleaſing and 
ſerviceable; no Reader, I hope, will be offended 
at my Practice, or complain of it as injurious. 
Nevertheleſs, as I would willingly avoid, what- 
ever might ſeem to ſlandin need of an AxoLocy; 
I deſire Leave to declare, That no future In- 
largements, or Alterations, ſhall be ſuffered to 
deprectate what, with the deepeſt Gratitude for 
their paſt Encouragement, I now commit to the 

3 of the Public. 54 
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[ iv ] 
Tt is owing to the delicate Deſign, the eloquent 
Pencil, and the ſtill more amiable Condeſcenſion, 


of the very ingemous Dr. Wall, an eminent 


Phyſician at Worceſter, that I am enabled to 


preſent my Readers with the two beautiful and 
inſlructive Frontiſpieces And, that theſe Vo- 


lumes are thus elegantly adorned, without making 


any other Advance in the Price, than what un- 


avoidably ariſes from the additional Number of 


Sheets, is owing to the Generoſity of my honoured 
Friend Sir Thomas Drury, Bart. Who, at his 
own Expence, furniſhed theſe Copper-plates, en- 
graved by one of the fineſt Hands in the Kingdom. 
A Favour, which I take a very peculiar Sattsfac- 
tion in acknowledging, not only as it is a fignal 
Honour to the Author, and his Performance; but 


as tt is alſo a pleaſing and authentic Proof, that 


Chriſtianity kas its Patrons in the ſuperior Sla- 
tions of Life : that there are Perſons, who thank 
it no Diſgrace to their diſtinguiſied Rank and 
ample Fortune, to countenance even the weakeſt 
Attempt, for promoting the Intereſts of true Re- 
ligion. | 

As for the MONUMENTAL Plate, having con- 


ſidered the moſe material Circumſtances pretty 
largely (ſee Page 33.); T ſhould have added no- 


thing more in this Advertiſement, had it not been 
to pornt out an important MokaAL, ſuggeſted in 
the ArMs of the Two Families; not expreſſed in 
the Monument ue, but purpoſely inſerted in 


the 


* 

the enſuing Draugſil.— It will on the firſt Inſþec- 
tron be obſerved, that the Eſcutcheon is rent in 
ſander, to in!tmate the Diſſolution of the near 
Relation once ſo happily. ſubſiſting. The Frag- 

ments fall to the Bottom of the Plate, as Things 
comparatively of very ſmall Conſequence. The 
Motto, SUBLIMIORA PETAMUS®, has not only 
a ſignificant Reference to the Device of the Fa- 
mily Arms, o whack it is annexed; but may 
be confudered, as ſtanding in a beautiful Con- 
nexion with that Celeſtial Crown, placed at the 
Top :—placed at the Top, as the GREAT $UB- 
LIME OBJECT, TO THE PURSUIT OF WHICH 
All, who may in future Generations bear thoſe 
Aus, and All, who now behold them, are by 
1 theſe elevating Words alfectionately inuitec. 


* LET us puRSUE lnxisln Ozjrcrs. 


a 3 : The 


[vi] 
St Spro+otokothok 
The FRONTISPIECE 
Preſents the inſide View of a Church —The 
Floor, the Pillars, and the Walls, are inter- 
ſperſed with ſepulchral Stones, and funeral 


Inſcriptions On one Side, is the Monument 
of an Infant, adorned with an Urn, with a 


weeping Statue, and inſcribed with the ſol- 


lowing Epitaph—NasctnTes Morimus, No 
ſooner born, than dead—On a more elevated 
Tomb, and under an Aſſemblage of military 
Weapons, is pourtrayed a Warrior; ſuppoſed 
to be mortally wounded, expiring in the At- 
titude of Adoration, and with the Spirit of that 
noble Line, 

0 ſave my Country, Heav'n !—ſhall be 

thy laſt. 

A Youth, beholding the Repreſentation of this 
gallant Patriot, ſeems to be ſtruck with Ad- 
miration, and charmed with Delight. A Mi- 
niſter diverts his Attention to an Object of in- 
finitely higher Dignity, and greater Wonder. 
If the Hero died PRO PATRIA, In Defence of 
his Country: CHRIST died PRO INIMuICIs, 
For the Salvation of his Enemies. An Inſtance 
this, of ſuch diſintereſted, diffuſive, and divine 
Beneyolence; as makes all that Heroes have 
achiev'd, and Patriots ſuffered, dwindle into 
nothing, and ſcarce deſerve our Notice. 


— 
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FP 
Z VERSES to Mr. e V. 
* 5 ON HIS 


MEDITATIONS. 


I N theſe lov'd Scenes, what rape” rous Graces 
= -- - ſhane, 
Live in each Leaf, and breathe in ev ry "Tg + 
What ſacred Beauties beam throughout the 
PER Whole, ; 
1 To charm the Senſe, and ſteal upon the Soul! E. 
In claſſic Elegance, and Thoughts—his own, 
We ſee our Faults as in a Mirror, ſno wn: 
Each Truth, in glaring Characters expreſt, 
All own the Twin Reſemblance in their Breaft; 
His eaſy Periods, and preſualive Page, 
At once amend, and entertain the Age: 
Nature's wide Fields all open to his View, 
He charms the Mind with ſomething ever New: 
oF On Fancy's Pinions, his adyent'rous Soul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the Whole: 
1 From Death's dark Caverns ; in the Earth below; 
1 Jo Spheres, where Planets roll, or Comets glow. 
See himexplore, with more than human 7D 
Ei, The dreary Sepulchre, where Granville lies: 
i 1 | Converle with Stones, or monumental Braſs, 
he rude Inſcriptions—or the painted Glaſs : 
Jo gloomy Vaults deſcend with awful Tread, 
And view the ſilent Manſions of the Dead. 
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To gayer Scenes he next adapts his Lines, 
Where laviſh Nature in Embroid'ry ſhines: 
The Jeſs' mine Groves, the Woodbine's fragrant 

Bow'rs, 
With all the painted Family of Flow'rs : 
There, Sachariſſa! in each fleeting Grace, 
Read all the tranſient Honours of thy Face. 
With equal Dignity, now ſee Him riſe 


To paint the ſable Horrors of the Skies: 


When all the wide Horizon lies in Shade; 
And midnight Phantoms ſweep along the Glade: 
All Nature huſh'd—a ſolemn Silence reigns, 


And ſcarce a Breeze diſturbs the fleeping Plains. 


Laſt. yet not leſs, in Majeſty of Phraſe, 


He draws the full-orb'd Moon's expanſive Blaze 


The waving Meteors, trembling from on high, 

With all the mute ArtilFry of the Sky: 

Syſtems on Syſtems. which in Order roll, 

And dart Ny fret Bi Beams from Pole to-Pole. 
Fail, mighty Genius! whoſe excurſive Soul 

No Bounds confine, no Limits can controul: 

Whoſe Eye expatiates, and whole Mind can rove, 

Through Earth, through Ether, and the Realms 

above: 

From Things inanimate can direct“ the Rod, 

In juſt Gradation, to aſcend to Gos. 

Taught by thy Lines, ſee hoary Age grows wiſe, 

And all the Rebel in his Boſom dies: 


Een thoughtleſs Youth, in Luxury of Blood, 


Fly the infectious World, and dare—be God 


* An Alluſion to the Cuſtom of ſhewing curious 
Objects, and partienlarizing their reſpective Delicacies, 
by the e of the Rod. 
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7 rhy ſacred Truths ſhall reach th' impervious 
q ; b Heart ; 

Z Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, Diſeaſe forget to ſmart : 

> Fen Malice love. and Calumny commend ; 
Pride beg an Alms, and Av'rice turn a Friend. 
42 Oegntred in CHRIST, who hres the Soul within, 
The Fleſh ſhall know no Pain; the Soul no Sint | 


"> Fen in the Terrors of expiring Breath, 
We bleſs the friendly Stroke, and live-in Death. 
Oxford, April 28, 1748. 
FF 

» | By a PuysIClAN. 

FLESTIAL 1 POE ! whoſe Ardors riſe 
1 Deep from the Tombs, and kindle to the 
1 bt Skies; 

vi $4) How ſhall an earthly Bard' 8 profaner String 


- = Reſound the Flights of thy Seraphic Wing? 
When great ELIjAR, in the fiery Car, 

, = Flam'd viſible to Heav'n, a living Star, 

s A Seer remain'd to thunder what he knew, . 

FE: And with his Mantle caught his Spirit too. 

0 by Wit, Fancy, Fire, and Elegance, have long 

| Been loſt in vicious or ignoble Song: 

1 9 U Sunk fromthe chaſtely Grand, thepure Sublime, 

— ey flatter d Wealth and Pow r. Or murder d 
1 Time. 

Fi | Tis Thine their devious Luſtre to reduce, 

4 F | To prove their nobleſt Pow'r, their genuine Uſe; 

From Earth-born Fumes to clear their tainted 

: Flame, 

And point their F light to heay'n—fromwhence 

3 they came. We” © 


[x ] eg 


O more than Bard in Proſe! to whom belong 

Harmonious Stile and ThoyO, in thymeleſs 
oon; 

Oft, by thy friendly Condua, let me tread 

The ſoftly whiſpering. Manſions of the Dead: 

Where the grim Form, calcining Hinds and 

Lords, 804 
Gay at each eee recands. . 
Dumb, with immortal knen they, teach; 


Ircat 


Lifeleſs,. they. , threaten n e ing as they 


| Teac 
To ach ſucceeding K. thro' ev ry, Clime, 
The Span of Life, and endleſs Round of Time: 
Hence may propitious Melancholy flow. 
And Safety find me in the Vaults of Woe. 
While ev'ry Virtue forms thy mental F caſt, 
I glow with fair Sincerity at leaſt: 
I feel (thy Face unknown) thy Heart refin'd,, 
And taſte, with Bliſs the Beauties of thy Mind; 
Collecting clearly, thro' thy ſacred Plan, 
What Reverence of Gcp ! what Love to Man! 
—O! when at laſt our deathleſs Forms ſhall riſe, 
And Flow'rs and Stars deſiſt to moralize ; 
Shall then my Soul by thine inform'd, ſurvey, 
And bear, the Splendors of eſſential Day? 
But e my ee indulge the glorious 
cope, 
(My ae Wa beneath my humbleſt Hope) 
Conſcience, or ſome exhorting Angel, cries, 
«© No lazy "Wiſhes reach above the Skies. | 
bs would /ou Indeed the perfect Scenes ſurvey, 
An ud ate the Triumphs of unbounded Day; 
His .ove-diffulive Light with Ardor live; 
g die like this divine Contemplative.“ 
London, July 9, 1748. 


[ xi ] 
By a Puy$SICIAN. 
1 O form the Taſte, and raiſe the nobler Part, 
To mend the Morals, and to warm the 
Heart; 5 Tt | 
Io trace the genial Source, we Nature call, 
And prove the Gop of Nature Friend of all; 
Hervey for this his mental Landicape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole Creation out to View. 


Fi Th' enamel'd Bloom, and variegated Flow'r. 


Whoſe Crimſon changes with the changing Hour; 
The humble Shrub, whoſe Fragrance ſcents the 
Mom, | 


With Buds diſcloſing to the early Dawn; 
Ihe Oaks that grace Britannia's Mountains Side 


And ſpicy Labanon's ſuperior * Pride; 
All loudly Sov'xricn EXCELLENCE proclaim, 


And animated Worlds confeſs the ſame. 


> The azure Fields that form th' extended Sky, 
Ihe planetary Globes that roll on high, 


And ſolar Orbs, of proudeſt Blaze, combine, 
lo act ſubſervient to the great Deſign, 
Men, Angels, Seraphs, join the gen'ral Voice: 
And in the Lord of Nature, ALL rejoice, 


His, the grey Winter's venerable Guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded Glories, and inſtructive Skies +; 


His, the Snow's Plumes, that brood the Sick- 


'ning Blade; 


His, the bright Pendant that impearls the Glade; 


Ihe waving Foreſt, or the whiſp'ring Brake; 
Ihe ſurging Billow, or the ſleeping Lake. 


Ihe Saws, who pours the Beauties of the Spring, 
Or mounts the Whirlwind's deſolating Wing. 


ä e 
* The Cedar, + Referring to the Winter- Piece, 
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0 hae 5 915 0 dul Ni ght.“ 
Orlakks al b When Friend: 


When 
a ae e cchlels, nen Fes purſue; 

"Tis This, that wards the Blow. or Hills the 
Smart; l | 

Diſarms Affliction, or repels i its Dart. - 

Within the Breaſt bids pureſt Rats riſe; 

Bids ſmiling Conſcience ſpread ; her cloudleſs 
"BEES. 

When the Storm thickens and the Thunder 

rolls. 

When Ma Earth trembles to th' affrighted Poles; 

The virtuous Mind, nor Doubts nor Fears aſſail; 


For Storms e are ephyrs, or a gentler Gale. 
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1 eee pouring bah the Fields 


: F Whale Nele FRE delights K hun fee 


05 the 771 heay'nly 180% oh 
WM E Nay BLY W 
* 7 $0 thy fam'd Volumes ane File Im Fouls 


"4 Mark d 917 8 
| '$ ee me 1E d, e 958 a0 150 rod,” 
| And riſes, 12 e er lot her 3 1 
19 nk . Li 1 ties,” 
E 4 And lures us enles, to Gig BRISK. ©... 
> 1 1 To 11 thy | +6 gin Sept 12000 Ir ob, er 
| 0 Bold as the 'Pencil' $ fey Wie ft. as'S Tot 
E | 12 neee 1 bow; th ich, 80 thy 481 1 


be Antes Voice: 
Thy judgment theſe, and Piety atteſt 
1 ri only fairerin thy Breaſt. 


N 


5 fee. - 
A And all they teach in Denia lives in G Thet * 


=. v5 
1 Strife engage; 

But thy fix d Languors yield us ſad re 
In vain {kill'd Med'cine tries her, healing Art; 5 


3 Yet on ne Labours ſtill thy NMI d'is pron 

For a World's Good too rey Rf Si af e ; 
. en MAAS HOO r> 10 1 
1 b By e Feng 100 Pi, naval 


ERedem his. Phy, | 
506 ne 1 0 Man: 


OV ke Man. 


E Health's $ 
= 1 EI 


9 Pure, thy 
1 Tranſcripts of Truths, ond. clear from, dr 


© There, what thy Works would ſhe ew, we belt! lin 


 Oh!—might they live Qu Praye Crs: S; LENT 
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Pt + Diſeaſe, long Foe, entrenches. at thy, Tears.” AT 
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Themes ſweet like theſe thy Ardors, freſh, excite: 
Warm at the Soul, they -nerve"th'y / Hand to 

521/70 write; ps ils bus „ASN yieaold vil. 
Make thy try'd Virtues in their Charms uppear, 
Patience, vats'd Hope; firm Faith, and Pf ; 
Like a big Conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And bean out lovelier byrthy Night'of Woe. 

Knownwere thy! Merits e! Tarte log, 
Ere own'd thtig fechly in my humble Song 
Damp'd are ck ＋ bor N my" ahead Annen Cares 

dei efs ;; Iro 

A Heart, too) teeting; dm its Own Diftreſs: 
Proud on thyFriendſtip, yet to build my Fame, 
I gain'd my Page a Sanction from thy Mame. 
Weak theſs Returns (by Grititude tho" led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav rite Leaves be read. 


Yet, oer my conſcious Meanneſs Hope prevails ; 


Love gives me Merit, where my Genius fails. 

On 1 ſtrong Baſe my ſmall Deſert I raiſe, | 

Averte 'to- Flatt' ry, as unſkill'd to praiſe. 
"Moves een 

Mile-End: en | 

Feb. 23, 1749 
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pt Db D#D#4Dt#Stb<o#S 
H EN CE flow theſe ſolemn Sounds ? mw | 


Do raptur' d Strain? | 
Cherubie Notes my wond'ring Ear detath 4. 1 
Yet Mis a Mortal's Voice: Tis Htavey ſings: 


Sublimeshe ſoars on Contemplation” 8 Wings: 2 


In ery Period breathes eeſtatic Thoughts 
Hzavey:"twas Heaven thy ſacred Hooks taught. 
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hy cavern d Cell. thy curtain Couch, per- 
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Ihe brighteſt Lily, faint the lovelieſt Roſe. A 


fl Divine Inſtructor! lead thro' midnight Glooms, 
Io moralizing Stars, and preaching. Tombs: 


"m To Him the faireſt Scenes their Luſtre. owe +/-..-; 
His Cov nant brightens the celeſtial Bow; 

His vaſt Benevolence profuſely ſpreadss » 
The yellow Harveſts, and the verdant Meads! / 
hy Pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds, | 
He remns/at Wall the furious Blafl, and guides 
The rending Hempeſts, andftherbaring Fides, 
0. give, my Soul thy Welfare to his Truſt: 
ho raisd the World, can raiſe thy ſleeping Duſt! 
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He will, he, will, when Nature's Courſe is run, 
Midſt falling Stars, and an extinguiſh'd Sun: 


He will with Myriads of his Saints appear, 


O may I join them, tho the meaneſt there! 
Ibo! nearer to the Throne my HERE. ſings; 
Tho 1 at humbler Diſtance ſtrike abel b trings 3 


Yet both ſhall mingle in the dame-Bmploys 5 


Both e the Fulneſs 9 estas 15 
nie bars dor = Jon Dauer. 
. „ 


eee DISHES St <P 
W HAT Number of our Race ſuryey. 


The Monarch of the golden Day, 
Night” 8 ample Canopy unfurl'd, _ 
In gloomy Grandeur round, the World, 


The Earth in Spring's Embroid'ry drcf. 
And Ocean's ever-working Breaſt ! 


And {till no grateful Honours riſe 

To Him who ſpread the ſpacious Skies, 

Who hung this Air-ſuſpended Dal... --.- 

And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in All! 
To chaſe our ſenſual Fogs away, 

And bright to pour th' eternal Ray , 

Of Deity, infe rib'd around 

Wide Nature to her utmoſt Bound, 

Is navy, s Taſk; and well His Skill 

Celeſtial c the "Taſk full: a af 04 

Aſcenditi? 11010 thels Scenes below, Lo ee a 

Ardent the Maker's . alle to how, hs es 

His ſacred Cor templations' a. 

And teach 953 e to adore. . 
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The Realms of Hortert än Sb Deal; liel Abel, 


While 7 as. and Flow'rs, and Shades, and Stars, 


5 And lifts the Soul to Realms. above, 
F | Where dwells the God, in Glory crown'd. © 
Who ſends his boundleſs Influence PRA 17 
80 Jacob, in his bliſsful Dreams, . _ 
1 Array d in Heav'n's refulgent Beams ! Fr 1 
Saw from the Ground a Scale ariſe. 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the Skies: 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the Road, 

Ihe Stage to Earth, and Path to God. 


Freſh Treaſure in her ample Fields; 

And in ſeraphic Ecſtaſy 1 
41 Still bears us to the Throne on high. e 
© Ocean's wild Wonders next explore, _ 


3 x | (17 * 
0 a So, if ſmall Things,m 1 ol nh, CIS 
9 13414 f 21935 


Jags, 


3 4 Wees them in his myſterious Mould,” co kin CEA 
1 uad turns the common Dew to Gold. 


[| xyit | 
Now he ſurveys the Realms behvachl 


[ 


In flow'ry' Walks; and blooming Bow'rs; /© 
Now Hails the 'btack-brow'& Night, that brings 
© Ethereal Deus upon her Wings: | 
Nov marks the Planets: ds they" roll | 2304119 : 
On burning Axles round che Pole? 


| Unyeil their ſacred Chart Ter N 
Ol Juſtice, Wiſdom, Pow'r, and Love; 
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Hervey, proceed : For Nature yields 


8 changing Scenes, and ſecret Store; 15 60 5 
Or let dire EAR THñ RARE claim thy 1011. FINS 
—EarTHovaks, that ſhakes a 455 He” = 1 


Dear Man, thy 1b 1 thy orth My 155 fo wy 
The Bee upon the, flowry Lawn, 147 


Imbibes the lucid Drops of Dawn, | Y 335 
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D Elightful Author: whomthe Saints inſpire! 
And: whiſp'ring ang withtbeir Angers 
18 1 617 BPH 50 
Fw Tout like mine wilt how aoctptod. Fralſe ? 
Or {mile with Gandor ona e, erg ?, 

My little Laurel (but a Shot at mot) 


BY 558115. 31 F 1 2DIT B 


Has hardly more than one nell Weekthto bob. | 


Such as it is—(Al ! might it worchier be fn 


Its ſoanty Foliage all is due to nf. 


Oh! if; amongſt the Honours of thy Broad 
This flender Girclet may but humbly grow : 
If its faint Verdure haply may; find Place 
A Foil to others; Tho its own: Diſgrace; 


Accept it, Hervey, from a Heart ſincere, 


And, for the Giver's Sake. — the Tribute wear. 
Thy Soul-1 Improv ing Works perus d, what 
Tongue 
Can hold from ie or check th' applauſive 
Song ? 
But ah! from whence ſhall Gratitude obtain 
Language that may its glowing Zeal explain? 
How to ſuch wond'rous Worth adapt a Strain? 
Deſcrib'd by Thee, cold Sepulchres can charm ; 
Storms, bay Ie: the Soul, and e Winter. 
8 warm. 
Clear d from her gloomy Shades, we view pale 
Night 
Syrrounded with a Blaze of Mental Light. 
Lo! where ſhe comes! all ſilent! penſive! flow ! 
On her dark Robe unnumber'd Meteors glow ! 
High on her Head a ſtarry Crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her Hand the Lamp of Reaſon bears ! 


Smilin 8 
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[ xix ] 
miling, — behold ! She points the Soul to 


Heav'n, 


And bids the weeping Sinner de for gion! (. 


But hen thy Fancy ſhifts this ſolemn Sce 
And ruddy . gilds the chearful Green; 
With ſudden joy we view the Proſpect \thang'd; * 


f And bluſhing Sweets inbeautious Order rang d- 
We ſee the Violets zofmellethe de ] RO e,; 


And each Ferfüme chat from! the W Godbine 

fbws ZO it gien HA ei 1128 flotek 
A boundleſs PerſpeCtive thore gels dur Eyes; 
Rich Vales deſcend: undwemlaflt Mountains rife. 


| 7 The Shepherds Cottages; the rural Folds? 
3 All. that thy Art deſeribes, the Eye Beholds!: | 


Amazing Limner!“ whenee: this Matchleſs“ 


A 


* L 
Pow'r? 11494 £ mom rav Ai 11997 14 


* 7 hy Work's a Garden ev'ry Word, a Flow 110 
X 9 IT hy lovely Tints almoſt the Bloom excel, 
And none but Nature's Self can paint ſo well! 


Arno ſimple, lofty; tho' majeſtic, plain; 8 OLI 


Hail, holy Man '—henceforth thy Work mall 


Tenet 


Like ſome fair Column by a Maſter-Hand 17 


4 ; Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow' rin} being. 


t once to grace, and elevate our Ile. 


H :Whoſe bold Deſign the Rules of Art refrain.” 
In which the niceſt Eye ſees nothing wrong: 
5 4 Tho poliſh'd, juſt ; and elegant, tho“ ftong. >! 
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Tre ple A $ La e anche Lag Tere lain, 
And hang, attentive, 0 her Siren Strain: - 
Still toils cke Bard beneath ſome weak 111 
And puny * Thought but halts along the Line: . 
Or euneful Nollißgs. ſtealing on the Mi; 
Melt into Air, nor leav a Ir ace behin . 
While te thy rapt't 100 P PRO! we feel, belong 
The Streng mo” of Wiſdom, and ile Voice of Song: 
This lifts 5 Torch of ſacred Truth on high, 
And points the, Captives to their native Sky. 
Ho falſe the Joys, which Earth or Senſe 
inſpires, 
That clog the Soul, and damp her purer Fires ! 
Truths, Which thy ſolemn Scenes, my Friend, 
declare, ; 
Whoſe glowing Colours paint us as WE are, 
Vet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 
Dull Melancholy reigns, or Trifles Iway ; ; 
Ill would the Strains of Levity beftit, 
And ſullen Gloom but ſadden all thy Wit : 
Truth „Judgment, Senſe, Imagination join; 
And ev'ry Muſe, and ev'ry Grace, is thine. 
Religion prompting the true End of Man, 
Conſpiring Genius executes the Plan; 
Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to mett, or paſſionate to warm. 
Rais'd by Degrees, we eleyate our Aim; 
And grow immortal as we catch thy Flame ! 
True Piety informs our languid Hearts, 
And all the Vicious, and the Vain, departs. 
So, when foul ſpreading Fogs creep ſlowly on, 
Blot the fair . and hide the golden Sun; 
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| ardent he pours the boundleſs Blaze of . 
Rides thro! the. Sky, nd {hi ere Mi i | 
O, had it-beewth' Almight ty.8,8 88a Dir 
Tat 1 bad hard a Poxtign ob thy $ ill 1 hich 
ij Had ir 500 Breaſt r ceiy th PAY nly Beam, 
Hy Which aer its Lullre, ace ah Y Various 


8 ws 555 asf L 108. .11A,04ms, 3190 
Is Thay Mis 5 bee e i 1 s 
1 And 1 Gard 4 rnd reds : 
1 ident begeben J as git ori 
Or, piercing t 100 Creation's, a nple, hole ot 
| Now, looths the Night, gr gilds 95% 
Or marks how inter calls her 614 
Her Snoyys and Nate that deſolate the Ns 
4 Wh thee, the ould. ages the Pleabos 
5 Road, 
That leads from Nature, up to Nature G00 
Humble to learn, and, as ſhe Know] the more, 
KL to Sers and happy to, adore. e 
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1 Mapa, 

1 HES E Reflections, the One on the deeh- 
1 1 eſt, the Other on the gajeſt Scenes of Na- 
ture; when they proceeded privately from the 

\ 4 rn, were addreſſed to a Lady of the moſt valu- 

Wil able Endowments. Who crowned all her 

iv} 4 other endearing Qualities, by a fervent Love of 

= CHRIST, and an exemplary Conformity to 

1 © his Divine Pattern. She, alaſs! lives no longer 

: on Harth: unleſs it be in the Honours of a diſ- 

iinguiſhed Character, and inthe bleeding Re- 

A membrance of her Acquaintance. 

IT is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh You a 
richer Bleſſing, or a more ſubſtantial Happi+ 
1 1 neſs, than that the ſame Spirit of unfeigned 
Faith. the ſame Courſe of undefiled Reli- 
gion, which bave enabled Her to triumph over 
mm Death, may both animate and adorn your 
1 Life. And you will permit me to declare, that my 
1 chief Inducement in requeſting your Acceptance 
Te ofthe following Meditations, now they make a 
public Appearance from the Preſs, is, that they 
dre deſigned to cultivate the ſame ſacred Princi- 
1 15 and to promote the ſame excellent Pra clice. 
ht Lone, Madam, may you bloom in all the 
1 Viraciy and Amiablenels of Youth, like the 
Vor. I. | C charming 
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. DEDICATION. 


charming Subject of one of theſe Contempla- 
tions. But at the ſame Time remember, that, 
with regard to ſuch inferior Accompliſhments, 


You muſt one Poy y fadt, (may it prpye ſome 
er 


very remote 10d!) like the mournful 
Objects of the other. This Confideration will 
prompt You to go on, as yOu have begun, 
adding thei Mertngſs af Wiſdom, and all / 
Beauties of Holineſs, to the Graces of an en- 
gaging Perion, and, che Reſinemenis of a polite 


Education. 


AND night O OY 4h enſuing 1 
farniſh; Nou with-the leaſtAſſiſtance, in pro- 
ſeculing ſo deſirable an End; mighi they con- 
tribute, in any Degree; io eſlabliſh your Faith, 
or elevate your Devotion; they would, then, 


adminiſter to the Author ſach a Satis ſaction, as 


Applauſe cannot give, nor Cenſure take aw ay: 

A Satislaction, which 1 ſhall be able to enjoy, 
even in thoſe awful Moments, when all that cap- 
tivates the Eye is ſinking in darkneſs, and every 


Glory of: this lower World diſappearing forever. 


Iuxsx Wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt 
agrecable Employ of my Thoughts, ſo they 
come attended with this additional Circum- 
ſtance of: Pleaſure, that they are alſo the Un- 
cereftl Expreſſion of «bat 1 great Reher 
e. 101 N. irf figs 
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Your Our "mad Obedians,. BY: 1 


W. Non-Favel, Moſt Hunble e, 5 
May 20, 1746. | 
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5 = HE fire bf theſe' otcabenal 8 


begs leave to remind my Readers of their 
lalter End; and would invite them to fer, not 
their Houſes only, but, which is inexpreſſibly 
more needful, their Souls, in Order: That they 


Un ay be able, through all the intermediate 
1 0 Stages, to look forward upon theit apptoach- 
ing Exit, without any anxious Appreſenſions- 
And, when the great Change commences, may 
bid Adieu to terreſtrial Things, with all the 


1 7 Calmneſs of a chearful Reſigaation, with all 
0 che Comforts of a well grounded Faith. 
| ” The other Attempts to ſketch out ſome little 


© Traces of the All - ſufficiency of our Redeemer, 
for the grand and gracious Purpoſes of ever- 


2 3 laſting Salvation. That a Senſe of his unut- 


„ Iterable Dignity, and infinite Perfetions, may 


I Laces of our own. 


1 incite us to regard Him, with Seutiments of the 
= moſt profound Veneration; to long for an al- 

1 ured Intereſt in his Merits, with all the Ar dency 
1 of Deſire; and to truſt in his powerful Media- 


4 tion, with an Afiance not to be ſhaken by any 


© Tempiations, not to be ſhared with any Per- 
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A Satisſaction, which 1 ſhall be able to enjoy, 
cven in thoſe awful Moments, when all that cap- 


at DEDICATION. 


charming Subject of one of theſe Contempla- 
tions. But at the ſame Time remember, that, 
with regard to ſuch inferior Accompliſhments, 
You muſt one Day fadt, (may It prpyc fome 
very remote Period!) like the mournful © 
Objects of the other. This Conſideration will 
prompt You to go on, as you have begun, in 
adding the! Meetings of Wiſdom, and all the - 
Beauties of Holinaſs, to the Graces. of an en- MF 5 
gaging Perſon, and the Reſinements of a polite 
Education. 155100 1 5 Bo Afar inis 510 
AN might 0! might the enſuing Hints 
furniſh: Jou with-the leaſt, Aſſiſlance, in Pro- 1 
ſeculing ſo deſirable an End; might they con- 
tribute, in any Degree, to eſlabliſh your Faith, 
or elevate your Devotion; they would, then, 
adminiſter to the Author ſuch a Satis ſaction, ass 
Applauſe cannot give, nor Cenſure take away: 7 


tivates the Eye is ſinking in darkneſs, and everx 
Glory of this lower World diſappearing forever. 
Inks Wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt 
agreeable Employ of my Thoughts, fo they 
come attended with this additional Circum- 
ſtance of Pleaſure, that they are alſo the lin- 
eereſti Expreſſion of chat very great Eſteem 
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-Weſlon-Favel, Moſt Humble Servant, 1 
May 20, 1746. —_— 4 
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formances of our own. 
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=_ HE fret theſe 8 Muaitationss 
begs leave to remind my Readers of their 
9 latter End; and would invite them to ſet, not 
their Houſes only, but, which is inexpreſſibly 
more needful, their Souls, in Order: That they 
TY may be able, through all the intermediate 
be Stages, to look forward upon t theit apptoach- 
1 ing Exit, without any anxious Apprehenfuons : 
And, when the great Change commences, may 
bid Adieu to terreſtrial Things, with all the 
Cualmnęſs of a chearful Reſigaation, with all 
the Comforts ofa well grounded Faith. | 
| 5 The other Attempts to {Ketch out ſome little 
Traces of the All -ſufſuctency of our Redeemer, 
for the grand and gracious Purpoſes of ever- 
a 5 laſting Salvation. That a Senſe of his unut- 
4 © terable Dignity, and infinite Perfections, may 
bu incite us to regard Him, with Seutiments of the 
= moſt profound Veneration; to long for an al- 
© fared Intereſt in his Merits, with all the Ardency 
Wn 1 of Deſire; and to truſt in his powerful Media- 
tion, with an Afﬀfrance not to be ſhaken by any 
a ; Temptations, not to be ſhared with any Per- 
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ſerious and kimane Mind. Becauſe as there m 


covet to aſſemble them iii the Garden, or wear 
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J flatter my fſelf, that the Thoughts con- 
ceived among the Tontbs; may be welcome to the 


are few, who have not conſigned the Remains W 
of ſome near Relations, or honouted Friends, u 
to thoſe ſilent Re fre . 0 there Are None, n 
but müſt be fenſible, that this is tie Hölſedh. b 
pointed for "all Titting; and that they hem- / 
felves, are ſhortly to remove into the fame ſolemn ho 
Manſions.— And who would not turn alide, f. 
for a while, from the moſt favorite Amuſe- »* 

ments, to view the Place, where his once-loved "Io 

Companions lie? Who would not ſometimes 7 


furvey thoſe Apartments, where he himſelf is to 


take up an Abode, till Time ſhall be no more? 5 
As to the other little Eſſay, may I not 
humbly preſume, that the 8 Subject itſelf 
will recommend the Remarks? For, who is 
not delighted with the Proſpect of the bloom- 
ing Creation, and even charmed with the de- 
licate Attractions of Flowers? Who does not 


them in a Noſegay? Since this is a Paſſion ſo 
univerſal, who would not be willing to render 
it productive of the ſublimeſt Improvement? 
— This Piece of holy Frugality, I have ventured 
to ſuggeſt, endeavoured to exemplify, in the 
ſecond Letter; that, while the Hand is crop- 
ping the tranſient Beauties of a Flower, the at- 
tentive Mind may be enriching itſelf with 1 
an 
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and laſting Good, —An d I; cannot, but 
tain ſon blending kia e that the niceſt Taſte 
1 Pen: receive and reli 


N | Abe Impreſſuqns, 
When they ede by ſuch lovely Mo- 
Ay nilars ix Woe! the inſtruct LVE. 1 ellons are, found, 
not on the, Leaves of ſors formidable. Folia, 
fine Sarcenes of a 
chen they. ſayounnot, of the L 
4 but come breathing from 
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Stone that we look upon, in this Repoſitory 


of paſt Ages, is both an Entertainment, and 


2 Monitor. 
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== Wa in a Church, 2—Handſome Altar-piece; 
EGratitude celebrated, —Solomon's Temple; his 
Noble Sep al ie Dedication; the Paſſage il- 
trated, 5—The Holy Ghoſt dwelling in our 
Htarts; a rich Privilege; an Obligation to Holi- 
ß. 1— The Poor covered with funeral Inſcrip- 
ions, 9 —Wiſdom of meditating on our latter End, 
1 Promiſcuous Lodgment, aud amicable Agree- 
nent of Corpſes, ſuggeſt Humility, and Concord, 12 
Monument of an Infant; its fortunate Circum- 
lances; ſuperior Felicity of Suruivors, 1 3—Monu- 
E nent of a Youth; Grief of the Parents; mitigated _ 
or aggravated by the Proſpedt of the invif ble Slate; 
3 Eee to educale Children religtouſly, 17 — 
A Monument of a young Man; cut off in his Prime; 
= how unexpefled and afflilive the Stroke ; the Frailly 
H all ſublunary Happineſs, 20—RefleAions on the 
E three preceding Exits; the Uncertainty if Life; Call 

io be always ready \ 24—This farther urged from the 
WE I/tance of a Fg killed by a Misfortune ; nothing 
| caſual, but all ordered by Providence, 2 5—Caſeof a 
Lady, who died in 0 huldbed ; her Claracter: \ with 
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In a LETTER to a LADY. 1 8 
0 ooo IE p 


Mi 


RAV ELLI N G lately into, Cornwall, 
J happened to alight at a conſiderable 


= © Village in that County: Where find- © 
ng / my under an unexpected Neceſſity of 
ſtaying a little, I took a walk to the Church *. 
he Doors, like the Heaven to which they 
Nead, were wide open; and readily admitted 
| an 


* had named, in ſome former Editions, a particu- 


lar Church, viz. KIIXHAò TON ; where ſeveral of 
Vor. I. B the 
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2 MEDITATIONS 


an unworthy Stranger. Pleaſed with the Op- 
portunity, I reſolved to tpend a few Mi * 
nutes under the ſacred Roof. 1 
In a Situation ſo retired and 1 I could 
not avoid falling into a Train of Meditations, as 
| ſerious and mournfully pleaſing. Which, I truſt bi 
were in ſome Degree profitable to me, while they b 
poſſeſſed and warmed my Thoughts; and, if, 
they may adminiſter any Satisfaction to 2 
Madam, now they are recolledted, and com- 
mitted to Writing, I ſhall receive a freſh Plea- 
ſure from them. | 
Irx was an ancient Pile; EY by Hands, 
that, Ages ago, were mouldered into Duſt.— 
Situate in the Centre of a large Burial- Ground; 
remote from all the Noiſe and Hurry of Taru 3 
tuous Lite. — The Body ſpacious; the Suuc- 
ture loſty; the Whole magnificently plain. A 
Row of regular Pillars extended themſelves 70 
through che Midſt; ſupporting the Roof with 
pe and with Dignity. —The Light, 
| that 4 oy 


ihe Monuments, deſcribed, in the following Pages, 10 
really exiſt, But as T thought it convenient to mention i N 
ſome Caſes here, Which are not, according to the belt . 
ol my Remembrance, referred to in any Inſcriptions „ 
there; I have now omitted the Name: That Imagination 
m1 he operate, more freely, and the Improvement : 
of the. Reader be conſulted, without any Thing 
that ſhould look Ake a Variation from Truth and 
Fae. | 
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vat paſſed through the Windows, ſeemed to 
1 A ed a kind of luminous Obſcurity ; which gave 


very Object a grave and venerable Air. —The 
. glecp Silence, added to the gloomy Aſpect, and 
T both heightened by the Lonelineſs ofthe Place, 
TC greatly increaſed ie Solemnity of the Scene. 

A ſort of religious Dread ſtole inſenſibly on 
my Mind while I advanced, all penſive and 
oughtful, along the inmoſt Ille, Such a 


m. read, as huſhed every ruder Paſſion, and 
| Hiſlipated all the gay Images ot an alluring 
35 orld. 7 as i 


| Having Hf ras that Thema Majeſty, who 
er from being confined to temples made with 
Hands, has Heaven for his Throne, and the 
Farth for his Footſtool I took particular No- 
ice of a handſome Altar- Piece; preſented, as 
; [was alterwards informed, by the Maſler- 
Builders of Stow*; out of Gratitude, I. pre- 


eh ume, to that gracious G OD, who. carried them 
101 

1 1 hrough their Work, and enabled them I 
ba bring forth hair Top-ſtone with oy). 


2 The . of a a Seat, 8 to the late 


wy 1 arl of Bath; remarkable formerly for Its excellent 
mou Fe N orkmanſhip. and elegant Furniture; once the prin- 
ipal Reſort of the Quality and Gentry: of the Weſt; 


5 
* * 
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* 5 Mas 


5 Put now demoliſhed, laid even with the Ground, and 


5d Learce one Stone left upon another, So that Corn may 
= erw, or Nettles ſpring, where Stow, lately ſtood. ys 
11 8 ; 2 rs f | | 
and 
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Jed. I have always looked upon Gratitude, as ; j * 


| beautify the Place where his Honour dwell.- 


— ———— — eva 3 


was glorious: Let it not, now, be ſordid or 


and painted with Vermilion; ; while the Tem- 


4 MEDITATIONS 
Ol now' amiable'is Gratitude ! = tl Fu 
when it has the ſupreme Benefactor for its Ob. re 


the moſt exalted Principle that can actuate i "Dt 
the Heart of Man. It has ſomething noble, ip ; 
difintereſted, and (if I may be allowed the Term | 2 
generouſly devout. Repentance indicates our 
Nature fallen, and Prayer turns chiefly upon 
a Regard to one's ſelf. But the Exerciſes of * 
Gratitude ſubſiſted in Paradiſe, when there was 
no Fault to deplore; and will be a 8 
in Heaven, when Go » ſhall be All in All.“ 

Tux Language of this ſweet Temper is, 
1 am unſpeakably obliged: What Return | 
* ſhall I make?” — And, ſurely it is no im- 
proper Expreſſion of an unfeigned Thankful- 
neſs, to decorate our Creator's Courts, and 


2 
N 
n 

2 


„eth. Of old, the Habitation of his Fee: 7 


I. { $7 
9 8 5 5 . 


contemptible. It muſt grieve an ingenuous 
Mind, and be a Reproach to any People, to 
have their own Houſes wainſcoted with Cedar, 


ple of the Lord of Hoſts i is deſtitute of every Wl 
decent Ornament. 1 
HERE I recollected, and was ed with, 
Fülorton s fine Addreſs to the Almighty, at the | ih 
Dedication of his famous Temple. With in- 
menſe, "0 


r 


Aue Tur TOM BS. z 


nenſe Charge, and exquiſite Skill, he had 
h. erected the moſt rich and finiſhed Structure, 


hat the Sun ever ſaw. Yet upon a review 
if" ; "of his Work, and a Reflection on the tran- 
| Feudent Perfections of the Godhead, how he 
exalts the one, and abaſes the other! The 
1 was too glorious, for the mightieſt 
Monarch to inhabit; too facred, for unhallow- 
d Feet even to enter; yet infinitely too mean, 
or the Deity to reſide in. It was, and the 

Royal Worſhipper acknowledged it to be, a 
| noſt marvellous Vouchſafement in uncreated 


* bl 1 Toe nk to put his Name there.” — The 
hole Paſſage breathes ſuch a Delicacy, and 1s 

n. animated with ſuch a Sublimity of Senti- 
1 Wm 3 ment, that I cannot perſuade myſelf to paſs 
id en without repeating it. ut will GOD 
L udeed ! dwell on Earth * 2 Behold! The Heaven, 
et A 1 07.5 ans | 
us RE © 2 Kings viii. 27. But 7 Ca 3 Beni | 
to 5 of ing, moſt. ſignificantly deleribing the Amazement and | 


I apture:of the royal Prophet's Mind! , Ged\z, He uſes 
uo Eputhet, where Writers of inferior Di cernment 
would have been fond to multiply them: But ſpeaks of 
the Daity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe Per- 
ections and Glories are exalted above all Praiſe.— 1 


1 Powell: To beſtow on ſinful Creatures a propitious 
Look, to favour them with a tranſient Viſit of Kind- 
le bs even this were an unutterable Obligation. Will 
1- | he then OT Toney his Abode among them, ant 
- | 3 N * e 17375 11 take 
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6 MEDITATION S 


and Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain thee ; 
how much leſs this Houſe, that I have builded || 
—Incomparable Saying! Worthy: the wiſeſt 
of Men. Who would not chooſe to poſſeſs 
ſuch an eleyated Devotion, rather than to own | 
all the glittering Materials of that ſumptuous L 
Edifice? 1 8 1 
Wx are apt to be ſtruck with Admiration, 


ö 
| | 
[| 
i] 
| 


take up his ſtated Reſidence with them? Indeed. A 
Word, in this Connection, peculiarly emphatical ; ex- 
preſſive of a Condeſcenſion, wonderful and extraordi- R$ 
nary almoſt beyond all Credibility. Behold : Intimating, RE 
the continued or rather the increaſing Surpriſe of the % 
Speaker and awakening the Attention of the Hearer.— 
Behold ! the Heaven : The ſpacious Concave of the Firma- 
ment; that wide-extended azure Circumference, in which 
Worlds unnumbered perform their Revolutions, is too ᷑̃⁊ ; 
ſcanty an Apartment for the Godhead. —- Nay, / 8 
Heaven of Heavens : Thoſe vaſtly higher Tracts, which 
lie far beyond the Limits of human Survey; to which Rv 
dur very Thoughts can hardly ſoar ; even theſe (un. 
bounded as they are) cannot afford an adequate Ha-ñ 
-bitation. for Jenovan; even theſe dwindle into a 
Pdint, when compared with the Infinitude of his El- ma 
Fence; even Theſe are as nothing before him. ''— RE 
How much leſs proportionate is this poor diminutive 
Speck (Which I have been erecting and embelliſhins) RA. 
to ſo auguſt a Preſence, lo immenſe a Majeſty ? 2 
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. What manner of Stones, and what Build- 
b 45 ings are here!“ But what a nobler Turn of 
Thought, and juſter Taſte of Things, does it 
1 Miſcover; to join with Iſraels King, in celebra- 
| 255 che Condeſcenſion of the vie Inhabitant! 
That the High and Lofty One, who fills Im- 
a 1 menſity with his Glory, ſhould; in a peculiar 
Manner, fix his Abode there! Should there ma- 
hileſt an extraordinary Degree of his benedictive 
Preſence; Permit finful Mortals to approach his 
F ajeſty; and promiſe to make them joyful 
es in his Houſe of. Prayer! ”"—T his ſhould more 
7 Jenſibly affect our Hearts, than the moſt curious 
Arrangement of Stones can delight our Eyes. 
Nax, the everlaſting Go p does not diſdain 
to dwell in our Souls by his Holy Spirit; and 
o make even our Bodies his Temple. Tell 
Ine, ye that frame critical Judgments, and ba- 
Jance nicely the Diſtinction of things; ths, 
| % this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt - rejoicing?” 
le humbleth himſelf, the Scripture, aſ- 
Wures us, eyen to behold the Things that are 
In Heaven? Tis a moſt condeſtetding! Fas 
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2 8 Crt bo Angels 0 Tic bee e 10 
they bow down in Homage from their ce- 
gdeſtial Thrones. Will he then graciouſly re- 
Ward, will he be united, moſt intimately united 
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FF MEDITATIONS 


to poor, polluted, breathing Duſt?—Unparal- 
leled Honour! Invaluable Privilege! Be this 
my Portion, and I ſhall not covet dens 


nor envy Conquerors. 


Bur let me remember, what a Sancliy of 
Diſpoſition; and Uprightneſs of ' Converſation, 
ſo Etalted 4 Relation demands: Remember 
this, * and rejoice with Trembling. —Durſt 1 
commit any Iniquity, while I tread theſe hal- 
lowed Courts? Could the Jewiſh High-Prieſt 
allow Himſelf. in any known Tranſgreſſion. 
while he made that ſolemn yearly Entrance * 
into the Holy of Holies, and ſtood before the 
immediate Preſence of FE HOVA H? No, 
truly, in fuck Circumſtances, a thinking Perſon 
muſt. ſhudder at the moſt remote Solicitation, 
to any wilful Offence. © I ſhould now be ſhock- 
ed at the leaſt Indecency of Behaviour, and 
am apprehenſive of every Appearance of Evil. 
And Why do we not carry this holy Jea- 
louſy, into all our ordinary Life? Why do we 
not, in every Place t, reverence ourſelves; as 
Perſons dedicated to the Divinity, as living 
Temples of the Godhead ? For, if we are real, 
and not merely nominal Chriſtians, neon 


"0 nne neee 0 his on Promiſe. 


en, 


51 * Heb. ix. 7. 
73 * 


Above all Things reverence tel If, 


was the favourite Maxim of Pythagoras, andluppoled to 
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AMON THE TOMBS. 9 


. & duvells in us, and walks in us.—O! that this 
1 one Doctrine of our Religion might operate, 

© 49 wh an abiding Efficacy upon our Conſci- 
T ences! It would be inſtead of a thouſand Laws, 

co regulate our Conduct; inſtead of a ron ſund 
| Fa Motives to quicken us in Holineſs, Under 
che Influence of fuck a Conviction, we ſhould 
75 Wi to maintain a Purity of Intention; a Dig- 
Ty of Action; and to walk worthy of that 
= erden majeſtic Being, who admits us 
„ 5 a Fellowſhip with Himlelf, and with his 
Son Jes vs CHRIST. n 


g Tux next Thing, which ene ed my 101 
1 tention, was the Lettered Floor, The Pavement 
| ſomewhat like Exekiels Roll was written over 
. from one End to the other. Iſoon Perceive 


the Compariſon to hold good, in another Re- 
= ſpect; and the Inſcriptions to be Matter of 
15 . Mourning, Lamenlation, and woet,” They 
e ſeemed to court my Obſervation; — in- 
1 15 Ne one of the bell moral Preckwtd/h ever given to olle 5 
chen World. With what: ſuperior Force, andi v 

D 1555 Advantage, does the Argument tale Place in 
e, the Chriſtian Scheme? Where we are taught to regard 
1 © ourſelves, not merely as intellefual Beings who have 


by for our Monitor; but as Conſecrated Creatures, 


who have a God of the moſt conſummate Perfection 
ever with us, ever in us. | 7 


o 2 Cor. vi. 19. + Ezek. ii. 1 


10 MEDITATIONS 


viting me to read them. And what would theſe 
dumb Monitors inform me of ?—*That, be 
neath their little Circumferences, were de- 
poſited ſuch and ſuch Pieces of Clay, which 
once lived, and moved, and tal led: That they 
„had received a Charge to preſerve their 4 
Names, and were the remaining Truſtees . 
%o their Memory.“ 1 
Au! ſaid I, is ſuch my Situation The io. 1 
rable Creator around me, and the Bones of my 
Fellow Creatures under me! Surely, then, 1 1 
have great Reaſon to cry out, with the revering 


8 Ry 

7 

4 
e 


Patriarch, How dreadful is this Place * ! Seri- 
ouſneſs and Devotion become this Houle for | 
* ever, May. I never enter it lightly or irreverent- | 
ly; but with a profound Awe, and godly Fear! WR. 
O that they were wiſe! laid the inſpired i 
Penman. It was his laſt Wiſh for his dear Peo- 
ple. He breathed it out, and gave upthe Ghoſt. 
But what is Wiſdom? It conſiſts not in re- 
fined Speculation; accurate Reſearches into 
Nature; or an univerſal Acquaintance with 
Hiſtory... The divine Lawgiver ſettles this im- 
portant Point, in his next Afpiration: O'! that 
they underſtood this! That they had right Ap- 
prehenſions of their ſpiritual Intereſts, "LF 1 
cternal Concerns! That ee had Eyes to di- 


4 7 cern, 
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c ern, and Inclinations to purſue, the Things 
i or hich belong to their Peace But how: ſhall 
| they attain this valuable Knowledge? I ſend 


them not, adds the illuſtrious Tencher to turn 
over all the Volumes of Literature: They may 
acquire, and much more expeditiouſly, this 
1 science of Life, by con/: dering ther latter End. 
his Spark of Heaven is often loſt under 
| i che Glitter of pompous Erudition ; but ſhmes 
i} clearly, 1 in the gloomy Manſions of the T omb. 
Drowned is this“ gentle Whiſper, amidſt the 


S Woiſe of ſecular Affairs; but ſpeaks diſlinctly, 
in the Relirements of ſerious Contemplation. 
1 £3 —Bchold! how providentially I am brought 
io the School of Wiſdom! * The Grave, is the 
. moſt faithful f Maſter; and theſe Inſtances of 
d Mortality, the moſt inſtructive Leſſons.— 
come 51 Calm Attention, and compoſe m. 

. i e w. Come, thou celęſtial Spirit, and en- 


Highten my Mind; that I may ſo peruſe theſe 
awful Pages, as to become fo wiſe unto Sal- 
= vation.” e OF ee 5 


RD 
In 
5 


7 


9 * The Man how wiſe; ho G of gan Scenes, 
d 4 5 Is led by Choice to take his favrite Walk of] 
i oy Beneath Death's gloomy, ſilent, Cypreſs Shades, 
Unpiercd by Vanity's fantaſtic Ray! 
To read his Monuments, to weigh his Duſt, 
Viſit his Vaults, and dwell among the Tombs ! 

Night Thoughts. 


4 Wait che great Teacher Deal. Wpe. 


12 MEDITATIONS 


ExAMiNniNnG, the Records of Mortality, . 
I found the Memorials ofa * promiſcuous Multi- 1 
tude. They were huddled, at leaſt they reſted 

together, without an any Regard to N or 

Semority. . None.were ambitious of' the upper- te 
moſt Rooms, or, chief Seats, in this, Houſe i 

of Mourning. None entertained fond and 
_ eager Expectations of being honourably greet- Pi 
ed, in their darkſome Cells. The Man of Years FE 
Experience, reputed as an Oracle in his 
Genexation, was content to lie down at the I 9 
Feet of a Babe. In this Houſe appointed for all A 
Living, the Servant was equally. accommo- 2 
dated, and lodged in the ſame Story, with his | 
Maſter. The poor Indigent lay as ſoftly, and 
ſlept as ſoundly, as the moſt opulent Poſſeſſor. | 
All the Diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was, a grafly 
Hillock, bound with Ofiers; or a 1 we. 
Stone, ornamented with Imagery. - i 1 9 
3 War. then, ſaid my working Thoughts, 3M 
O! why, ſhould we raiſe ſuch. a mighty Stir, 
about Supertority and Precedence ; when the 1 
next Remove, will reduce us all to a State of l = 
equal Meanneſs? Why ſhould we exalt our- ip z 
ſelves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all, on: 
Day be upon a common Level, and blended to- : 

gether in the ſame undiſtinguiſhed Duſt? O! 
that this e Weh bundle my own | 
1 boy b Sns es wn 42nd WW 
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b others Pride? and ſink our Imaginations 
8 low, as our Habitation will ſhortly be! . 
Auoud theſe confuſed Relics of Humanity, 
1 there are, without Doubt, Perſons of contrary In- 
= tereſts, and contradifling Sentiments. But Death, 
3 4 ke ſome able Days-man; has laid his Hand on 
he contending Parties; and brought all their 
Differences to an d micable Concluſion. Here 
Enemies, ſworn Enemies, dwell together in 
nity. They drop every imbittered Thought, 
nd forget that they once were Foes. Perhaps, 
ZFKHicir crumbling Bones mix, as they moulder: 
And thoſe who, while they lived, ſtood aloof in 
@rrcconcileable Variance; here fall into mutual 
E mbraces, and even incorporate with each 
cher in the Grave. — 0! that we might 
Earn from theſe friendly Aſhes, not to perpe- 
ate the Memory of Injuries; not to foment 
1 he Fever of Reſentment; nor cheriſh the Tur- 
phulence of Paſſion. Tha: there may be as lit- 
e Animoſity and Diſagreemert in the Land 
N # the Living, as there 1 is in the Corigtegation 
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WW: —_ Obſervations, and Treaty myſelf to a 
"a | FT ore particular Inquiry. 
| YoNDER white Se lone, Emblem of the Inno- 
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MEDITATIONS 14 


cence it covers, informs the Beholder of One, 
who breathed. out its tender Soul, almoſt in 
the Inſtant of receiving it. There, the peaceful 
Infant, without ſo much as knowing what La- 
bour and Vexation mean,“ “ lies {till and is 
quiet; it fleeps and is at Reſt.” Stayingonly to 
waſh away its native Impurity 1 in the Laver of 
Regeneration, it bid a lpeedy Adieu to Time. 
and terreſtrial Things. What did the little haſty 
Sojourner find, ſo forbidding and diſguſtful in 
our upper World, to occaſion its precipitate 
Exit? Tis written, indeed, of its ſuffering 
Saviour, that when he had taſted the Vinegar 
mingled with Gall, He would not  drink+. 
And did our new-come Stranger begin to /eþ 
the Cup of Liſe: but, perceiving the Bitterneſs, 
turn away its Head, and refuſe the Draught? 
Was this the Cauſe why the wary Babe only 
opened its Eyes; juſt looked on the Light, 
and then withdrew, into the more inviting Re- 
gions of undiſturbed Repoſe? 

Har Voyager! No fooner launched, 
| than, args at the Hayen + +7But more emi- 
weatly 


(33 11: (324 211 2 $3 \ 


4 * Jab ore 137. 1 with. XVI, 34. 
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15 Happy the Babe, bi prieileg d by Fate, 
To ſhorter, Labour, and a lighter . 9 
Receiv'd but Yeſterday the ( ift of Breath, 
rder d To- morrow to return to Death. 
14407 | 4 bh Arior's & Sol. 
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= Wendy happy they, who have paſſed the Waves, 
= a and weathered all the Storms, of a troubleſome 
and dangerous World! Who,“ through many 
. Tribulations, have entered into the Kingdom 

F of Heaven;” and thereby brought Honour to 
| E their divine Convoy, adminiſtered Comfort to 


the Companions of their Toil, and leſt an in- 


1 ſtructive Example to ſucceeding Pilgrims. 

f 1 1 HIGH v favoured Probationer !. accepted, 
; without being exerciſed! At was thy peculiar 
F Privilege, not to feel the ſlighteſt of thoſe Evils, 
| T which obbreſs thy ſurviving Kindred; which 


4 mma fetch Groans, from the moſt manly 
1 Fortitude, or moſt elevated Faith. The Arrows 
.| k of Calamity, barbed with Anguiſli, are often 
5 | fixed deepin our choiceſt Comforts, The fiery 
Darts of T emptation, ſhot from the Hand of 
Hy Hell are always flying in Showers around 
our Integrity. To thiee, ſweet Babe, both theſe 
HPD.iſtreſſes arid Dangers were alike unknown! 
3 1 { Cons1Dex this, ye mourning Parents, and 
L 3 i up your Tears. Why ſhould you lament, 


chat your little ones are crowned with Vito 
/ 5 before the Sword was drawn, or the Conflid 


8 began ? —Perhaps the ſupreme Diſpoſer of E- 
= vents, foreſaw ſome inevitable Snare of Temp- 
action forming, or ſome dreadful Storm of Ad- 
eerſity impending. And why ſhould you beſo 
5 | difatisfied, with that kind Precaution ; which 
| | c { houſed 


16 MEDITATIONS jt 
houſed your pleaſant Plant, and removed into | 4 1 
Shelter a tender Flower, before the Thunders 
roared: . before the Lightnings fle w: before thei 
Tempeſt poured its Rage? O remember they - "# 
are not loſt, but taken away from the Evil 10 MF. 
come F. . | 6 
Ax the ſame time, let ne doomed to 
bear the Heat and Burden of the Day, for their 
Encouragement reflet—That it is more ho- 4 A 
nourable to have entered the Liſts, and to have | 
fought the good Fight, before they come of 
Conquerors. They who have bare the Croſs, | ( 
and ſubmitted to allictine Providences, with a 
chearful Reſignation; have girded upthe Loins 
of their Mind, and performed their Maſters 4 
Will, with an honeſt and perſevering Fidelity.“ A 7 
'— Theſe, having glorified their Redeemer on 1 
Earth, will, probably be as Stars of che f 171 1 
Magnitude in Heaven. They will ſhine with 1 0 
brighter Beams, be 1 1 with ſtronger 3, 
Joys. i in their Lokp's eyerlaſting Kingdom. 
HERE lies the Grief of a fond Mother, and 
che blaſted Expectation of an indulgent Father. 
—=TheYouth grew up, like a well-watered Plant; 4 
he ſhot deep, roſe high, and bid fair for Man- 8 4. 
hood. But juſt as the Cedar began to tower; 4 
and promiſed, ere long, to be the Pride of the wh 7 
8 and Prince among the now Il 
Trees 


75 
5 
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1 amone Thr TOMBS. 17 
= Trees—Behold! the Ax is laid unto the Root 
'H he fatal Blow ftruck; and all its branching 
Honours tumbled to this Duſt. And did he 
fall alone? No: The Hopes of his Father that 
e him, and the pleaſing Proſpects of her 
F e bare him, fell, ane were cruſhed together” 
with him. | * 
= DouBTLE s, it dul Nase lech one's 
124 Heart, to have beheld the tender Parents, follow- 
g the breathleſs Youth; to his long Home. 
= Perhaps, drowned in Tears, and all over- 
Thelmed with Sorrows, they ſtood, like weep- 
Ing Statues, on this very Spot. —Methinks, I 
ee the deeply-diſtreſſed Mourners attending the 
1 'F Solemnity.” How they wring their Hands, 
and pour Floods from their Eyes s it F ancy? 
pr do I really hear the paſſionate Mother, in an 
I cony of Affliction, taking her final Leave of 
b Wh: Darling of her Soul? Dumb ſhe remained, 
= hilc the awful Obſequies were performing; 
1 umd ) with Grief, and leaning upon the Partner 
Pf her Woes. But now the inward -Anguiſh 
truggles for Vent; it grows too big to de re- 
-- reſled. She advances to the Brink of the 
rave. All her Soul is in her Eyes: She 
4 g ſaſtens one more Look upon the dear doleful 


| 1 Fer before the Pit ſhuts its Mouth upon 


pt accent, interrupted by many a Tifing! Sobiſhe 
Fen 13 nes —* Farewel, my Son! my Son! my 


03 only 


And as ſhe looks, {ſhe cries; Vin broken 


* 


18 MEDITATIONS. 


66 *ouly Beloved! Would to Go p I had died il 3 
© thee!—Farewel, my Child! and farewel = 
« all my earthly Happineſs I ſhall neveſ 1 15 
more {ee Good, in the Land of the Living. 7 7h 
* Attempt not to comfort, me.— I will 90% 

„ mourning, all my Days, till my grey Hain 
* come down, with Sorrow to the Grave... 
FROM this affecting Repreſentation, let Pa. 1 3 


rents be convinced, how highly it concerns 
them to cultivate the Morals, and ſecure the 4 
immortal Intereſts of their Children. —If you re- 4 + 


ally love the Offspring of your own Bodies 8 
if your Bowels yearn over thoſe amiable Pledge ; 
of conjugal Endearment ; ſpare no Pains; gil ; 
all Diligence, I intreat you, to bring them uw 155 
in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lo RD. 4 | 
Then, may you have Joy in their Life, or 8 
Conſolation in their Death. If their Span 1 (i 1 
prolonged ; their unblameable and uſeful Con 
duct, will be the Staff of your Age, and a Balm |: 1 
for declining. Nature. Or, if the Number o' 
their Years be cut off in the midſt; you mar 
commit their Remains to the Duſt, with much 
the ſame comfortable Expectations, as youlſ Hel 
ſend the Survivors to Places of genteel Educa. HH 
tion. You may commit them to the Duſk N "ih 
with chearing Hopes of receiving them ae 45 
to your Arms, inexpreſſibly improved in every wy 
de and AY NAAR 0 
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'T 1s certainly a ſevere Trial; and much 
more afflictive, than I am able to imagine; to 
Heſign a lovely blooming Creature, ſprung from 
pour on Loins, to the gloomy Receſſes of 
Corruption. Thus to reſign Him, after having 
= Seen long dandled upon your Knees; united 
to your Affections by a thouſand Ties of Ten- 
Pa derneſs; and now become, both the Delight 
of your Eyes, and the Support of your Family! 

Ao have ſuch a one torn from your Boſom, 
and thrown into Darkneſs; doubtleſs, it muſt 
be like a Dagger in your Hearts. But O! how 
much more cutting to you, and confounding to 
the Child, to havethe Soul ſeparatedfrom Gop; 
gand, for ſhameful Ignorance, or early Impiety, 
tranſmiited to Places of eternal Torment! How 
would it aggravate your Diſtreſs and add a 
Jiſtracting Emphaſis to all your Sighs, if you 
ſhould follow the pale Corpſe with theſe bitter 
Reflections! This Dear Creature, though 
long ago capable of knowing Good from Evil, 
is gone out of the World, before it had learn- 


— 


ca-. from me; but no good Inſtructions, no holy 
aſt l if | + Admonitions, nothing to further its Well- 

being in that everlaſting State, upon which 
it is now entered. The poor. Body is con- 
== © ſigned to the Coffin, and carried out to con- 


© ſume 


ed the great Deſign of coming inio it. 
ſhort-lived momentary Exiſtence, it received 
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ſume away, in the cold and ſilent Grave. 
„ And what Reaſon have I to ſuppoſe, that 
the precious Soul is in a better Condition? 
% May I not juſtly fear, that, ſentenced by 
Fa righteous Judge, it is going, or gone 
away, into the Pains of endleſs Puniſhment? 
„Perhaps, ' while I am bewailing its un- 
« timely Departure; it may be curſing, in outer 
HDarkneſs, that ever to be deplored, that moſt 
calamitous Day, when it was born of ſuch 
a careleſs, ungodly Parent, as I have been.” 
Nor HIN, I think, but the Gnawings of 
bows Worm which never dies, can equal the An- 
guiſh of theſe ſelf-condemning Thoughts. The 
Tortures of a Rack muſt be an eaſy Suffering, 
compared with the Stings and Horror of ſuch 
a Remorſe. How earneſtly do I wiſh, that as 
many as are entruſted with the Management 
of Children, would take timely Care to pre- 
vent theſe Scourges of Conſcience; by endea- 
vouring to conduct their Minds into an early 
Knowledge of Chriſt, and a dordiai Love of 
-his Truthl! 
Om this Had; is lodged 7 Wy whoſe Sthul- 
chte Stone tells a moſt pitiable Tale indeed 
Well may the litile Images, reclined over the 
ſleeping Aſhes, hang down their Heads with 
that penſive Air! None can conſider ſo mourn- 
"0 a aa without _ ſome "Touches of 
ſym- 
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and Vigour of Manhood; while * his Breaſts 
were full of Milk, and his Bones moiſtened 
with Marrow. Probably, he entertained no 
Apprehenſions of the evil Hour, And indeed, 
who could have ſuſpected, that ſo bright a 
Fun ſhould go down at Noon? Jo human 
Appearance, his Hill ſtood ſtrong. Length of 
Pays ſeemed written in his ſanguine Counte- 
nance. He ſolaced himſelf with the Proſpect of 
a long, long Series of earthly Satisfactions.— 
When, lo! an unexpected Stroke deſcends; de- 
ſcends from that mighty Arm, which :\ over- 
=X * turneth the Mountains by their Roots; and 
== © cruſhesthe imaginary Hero,“ before the Moth;” 
IE | as 


= * Job iv. 16. Before the Moth. — Ad inflar, ad 
modum, Tinee,—T retain this Interpretation, both as it 
is moſt ſuitable to my Purpoſe, and as it is patronized by 
udſome eminent Commentators; eſpecially.the,celebrated 

= Schultens, Though I cannot but give the Preference to 
the Opinion of a judicious. Friend; who would render 
the Paſſage more literally, Before the Face of a Molli: 
Making it to repreſent a Creature ſo exceeding! frail, 
that even a Moth, fl. ing againſt it, 3 it to 
Pieces, Which, beſides its cloſer Correſpondence with 
the exact Import of the Hebrew, preſents us with a much 
finer Image of the moſt extreme Imbecility... For it 
certainly implies a far greater Degree of Weakneſs, to 


ROSE 


as quickly, and more eaſily, than our Finger, 5 
preſs ſuch a feeble and fluttering Inſect to Death. 
PERHaA'es, the nuptial Joys were all hen 
thought on Were not ſuch the Breathings of 
his enamoured Soul? “ Yet a very little while, 
and I ſhall poſſeſs the utmoſt of my Wiſhes. | 
+ I ſhallcall my Charmer mine; and, in hey, | 
© enjoy whatever my Heart can crave.” —In = 
the midſt of fuch enchanting Views, had ſome 
faithful Friend but ſoftly reminded him of an en 
opening Grave, and the End of all Things; RX 
how unſeaſonable would he have reckoned the 
Admonition; Yet, though all warm with Life, 
and rich in viſionary Bliſs, he was even then 
tottering upon the Brink of both. Dreadful 
Viciſſitude! to have the bridal * Feſtivity turn- 
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be cruſhed by the feeble Flutter of the feebleſt Creature, | 
"than only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that Creature, by 
the Hand of Man.—The French Verſion is very oxpreſ- 
ſive and beautiful; a la Recontre d'un Vermiſſeau. 


A Diftreſs of this Kind is painted in very affect- 
ing Colours by Pliny, in an Epiſtle to Marcellinus; 0 
triſte plane acerbumque Funus ! O Morte ip ſa Mortis Tempus 
indignius ! Jam dęſtinata erat egregio Juvent ; jam eleftu 
Nuptiarum Dies; jam nos advocati. Quod Gaudium quo 
Mærere mutatum eſt! Non poſſum exprimere Verbis, quan- 
tum Animo vulnus acceperim, quum audivi Fundanum iþſun 
'(ut multa Iuftuoſo Dolor invenit) precipientem, quod in Veſies, 
Margaritas, Gemmas, fuerat erogaturus, hoc in Thura, © 
Unguenta, & Odores, impenderetur. J 
5 Nin.- Lib. V. Epiſt. 26. 
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1 into the funeral Solemnity! Deplorable Mis- 

une! to be ſhipwrecked in the very Ha- | 
en! and to periſh even in Sight of Hap- ] 
Pineſs! What a memorable Proof is here of 
the F railty of Man, in his beſt Eſtate! Look, 
lock on this Monument, ye Gay and Care- 
6 Attend. to this Date; and boaſt no more 
Z& To-morrow! | 
RF W ro can tell, but the Bride: WE vides: 
eich Gladneſs, had prepared the Marriage- 
Bed? Had decked it with the richeſt Covers, and 
Z&cllcd it in Pillows of Down? When Oh! 
uſt not in Youth, or Strength, or in any thing 
portal; for there is nothing certain, nothing to 
he depended on, beneath the unchangeable Gov! 
Death, relentleſs Death, is making him ano- 
er Kind of Bed in the Duſt of the Earthi' * 
Into this he mult; be conveyed, not with a 
plendid Proceſſion of joyous Attendants ; but 
* retched in the gloomy Hearſe, and followed by. 
Train of Mourners. On this he muſt take 
y a lonely Lodging, nor ever be releaſed, - 
till the Heavens are no more.” —In vain 
does the conſenting Far- one put on her Orna- 
' ents, and expect her Spouſe. Did ſhe not, 
e Siſerd's Mother, look out of the Lattice; 
hide the Delays of her Beloved; and wonder 
1 Why his Chariot was ſo long in coming?“ 
70 pile thinking, that the intended Bridegroom 
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24 MEDITATIONS 8 
had for ever done with tranſitory Things 
That now everlaſting Cares employ his Mind,. 
without one ſingle Remembrance of his love- a 
ly Lucinda Go, diſappointed Virgin! Go, 
mourn the Uncertainty of all created Bliſs! . 
Teach thy Soul to aſpire after a ſure and imm. 
table Felicity For the once gay and gallant . 
Fidelio ſleeps in other Embraces; even in the 
icy Arms of Death! Forgetful, ceernally for- 
getful, Of the Wor Id and thee. . 
HITHERTo, one is tempted to n Wt: 
abainſt- the Kings of Terrors, and call hin 
caprictouſly cruel. Heſeems, by beginning at the 
wrong End ofthe Regiſter, to have inverted the 
Laws of Nature. Paſſing over the Couch? 
of decrepit Age, he has nipped Infancy in its 
Bud ; blaſted Youth in its Bloom; and tor 
up Manhood in its full Maturity. — Terrible 1 
indeed are theſe Providences, 605 not t unſearch- . 
9 the Counſels? 5 5 Hae 
175 


For us they ſick icken, and for us they lies. .. 


8 18 UGH Strokes; muſt not only grieve the Re- 
latives, but ſurpriſethe whole Neighbourhood. 
They ſound a powerful bag to heedleſs 
dreaming. Mortals, and are intended as a Re- 

medy for our carnal Security. Such Pailing- re 
. anculuate IR our L ok D's Admoni- 

FLW BOSE | tions, 


W 
274421 


* Night-Thoughts, 
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'B = Pon; ; Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for 
"A ye know not, when the Time is.” - We nod, 
ire intoxicated Creatures, upon the very Verge 
5 a tremendous Precipice. Theſe aſtoniſhing 
| | nie are the kind Meſſengers of Hea- 
0 en; to rouſe us from our Supineneſs, and 
1 1” aicken ug inte timely Circumſpection. 1 
x | 1 need not, ſurely, accommodate them with Lan- 
i asg, nor act as their Interpreter. Let every 
ones Conſcience be awake, and this will ap- 
pear their awful Meaning“ O!! ye Sons of 
Þ 8 * Men, in the midſt of Life you are in Death. 
ER No State, no Circumſtances, can aſcertain 
1c Nays 7 Tap Preſervation a ſingle Moment. So /trong 
vis the Tyrant's Arm, that nothing can reſiſt 
its Force; ſo true his Aim, that nothing can 
14 elude the Blow. Sudden as Lightning, ſome- 
weͤ· times, is his Arrow launched; and wounds, 
EE 'L and kills, in the Twinkling of an Eye. Ne- 
ver promiſe yourſelves Safety in any Expe- 
" + + dient, but conſtant Preparation. The fatal 
Shaſts fly ſo promiſcuouſly, that none can 
1 0 1 gueſs the next Victim. Therefore, be ye always 
RE © ready: for in ſuch an Hour as ye think not, 
f (the final Summons cometh, 1 
INFH5Bäoe ye always ready: for in ſuck an er as 
3 e think not—Important Admonition! Me- 
WE thinks, it reverberates from Sepulchre to Se- 


E1 pulchre; and addreſles me with Line upon 
_ '\-.  - D Line, 


26 MEDITATIONS 


Line, Precept upon Precept.— The reiterated 
Warning, 1acknowledge, is too ncedful; may 
co-operating Grace, render it effectual! The 
momentous Truth, though worthy to be en- 
graved, on the Tables of a moſt tenacious 
Memory; is but ſlightly'/ketched, on the tran- 
ſient Flow of Pathon. We ſec our Neighbours 
fall; we turn pale at the Shock; and feel, per- 
haps, a trembling Dread. No ſooner are they 

removed from our Sight; but, driven in the 
Whirl of Buſineſs, or lulled in the Languors of 
Pleaſure, we forget the Providence, and neglect 
its Errand. The Impreſſion made on our n- 
ſtable Minds, is like the Trace of an Arrow, 

through the penetrated Air; or the Path of. a 
Keel, in the furrowed Wave.—Strange Stu- 
pidity! To cure it, another Monitor beſpeaks 
me, from a neighbouring Stone. It contains 
the Narrative of an unhappy Mortal, ſnatched 
from his friends, and hurried to the awful 
Bar; without Leiſure, either to take a laſt Fare- 
wel of the One, or to put up fo much as a 
ſingle Prayer preparatory for the other: killed, 

according to the uſual Expreſſion, by a ſudden 
Stroke of Caſuality. | 

© Was it thena random Stroke? Doubtleſs 

the Blow'came from an aiming, though inviſi- 
ble Hand. Go p prefideth over the Armies of 


Heaven ; Go ruleth among the Inhabitants 
of 
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WE of the Earth; and Gop conduQeth, what Men 


N 


Call Chance. Nothing, nothing comes to paſs 
WT through. a Blind and undiſcerning F atality. If 


1 | Accident happen; they happen according to 
WE the exact Foreknowledge, and conformably to 
WE the determinate. Counſels, .of eternal Wildom. 


3 


ih 
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The Lo n p, wich whom are the ſues of Death, 
ſigns the Warrant, and gives the high Commiſ- 
EZ hon. The ſeemingly fortuitous Dilafter i is only 
the Agent, Or the Inſtrument, appointed tO Xe 
cute the ſupreme Decree, When the King of 1/- 
W racl was mortally wounded, it ſęemed to be a 
We caſual Shot. A certain Man drew. a Bow al a 
== Venture” „ Venture; as he thought... But 


his Hand was ſtrengthened by- an omnipotent 


Aid; and the Shaſt levelled, by an unerring 
Eye. So that, What we term Caſuality, is really 


Prouidence; accompliſhing deliberate D2hgns;! 


but concealing its, own-Interpolition. Ho 


comfortingthis Reflection! Admirably adapted, 
to ſooth the throbbing Anguiſh of the Maurn- 
ers, and compoſe their Spirits into a, quiet 
Submiſſion! Excellently ſuited, to, diflipate 
the Fears of godly Survivors, and create a calm 
Inteepidiny: even amidſt jnnumerable Perils! A 
How hin is the Partition; between this 
World and another! How ſhort the Tranſition; 
from Time to Eternity . The Partition, not thing 
more' e than the. Breath in our Noſtrils; and the 
„ Track 


I Kings xxii. 34. 
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Tranſition. may be made, in the Twinkling of 1 
an Eye. Poor Chremylus, I remember, aroſe 1 0 
from the Diverſion of a Card- Table, and don . 
imo the Dwellings of Darkneſs. One Night, 
Corinna was all Gaiety in her Spirits, all Fi- 
nery in her Apparel, at a magnificent Ball. The 1 
next Night, ſhe lay pale and ſtiff, an extended 1 
Corple; and ready to be mingled with the 8 
mouldering Dead. Voung Atticus lived to 
fee his ample and commodious Seat compleat- 
ed: but not to ſpend one joyous Hour, under 3086 
the ſtately Roof. The Saſhes were hung, to ad 
mit the D 775 but the Maſters Eyes were cloſed „ 
in endleſs Night. The Apartments were fur- 7 
niſhed, to invite Society, or adminiſter Repoſe; 
but their Lord reſts in the lower Parts of the 
Earth, in the ſolitary, ſilent Chambers of the 
Tomb. The Gardens were planned, and a 
thouſand elegant Decorations deſigned; bu. RT 
alaſs! their intended Poſſeſſor, is gone down 
tothe Place of Skulls; is er down to the 49 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. oh 
Write I am recollecting. many, I queſtion 
not, are experiencing the ſame tragical Viciſ- 
ſitude. The Eyes of that ſublime Being—who 
fits upon the Circle of the Earth, and views all 
its Inhabitants with one comprehenſive Glance 
Deven now behold many Tents in Affliction. 
Such Affliction, as overwhelmed the Egyptians 


In 
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that fatal Night, when the deſtroying, Angel 
ieathed his Arrows in all the Pride of their 
Li iy drrengch. — Some, ſinking to the Floor from 
1 fl their eaſy Chair; and deaf even amidſt che 


5 Percing Shrieks of their diſtracted Relations. 
* . 


Some, giving up the Ghoſt, as they ſit re- 
WT 1 or lie reclined, under the Mady Arbour, 
5 8 taſte the Sweets: 1 the daun Scene. en me, 


f }Þ Le Meads. Nor is. 7 grim cer 

znollifed, though Wine and Muſic flow a- 

bound. Some intercepled, as they are return- 
ing Home; and ſome interrupted, as they en- 

ier upon an important Negotiation. Some 
rrreſted, with the Gain of Injuſlice in their 

lands; and ſome ſurpriſed, in the very! Act of 
ERELcwdneſs, or the Attempt of Cruelty. 

3 LEc1ons, Legions of Diſaſters, fach as no 

Prudence can foreſee, and no Care prevent, lie 

1 in Wait to accompliſh our Doom: A ſtarting 

15 2 may throw his Rider; may at once daſh 
his Body againſt the Stones, and fling his Soul 

into the inviſible World. A Stack of Chimnies 1 
may tumble into the Street, and cruſh the un- 

WE wary Paſſenger under the Ruins. Even a ſingle 

FT ile, dropping from the Roof, may be as, fatal | 

as the Fall of the whole Structure. —S0 frail; ſo 
Very attenuated is the Thread of Life, that it not 

FT] D3 only 
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a Breeze." The moſt common Occurrences, 
thoſe, fron which we faſpe& not the leaſt Harm 
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mortal than Goliath, with all his formidabic 
— Nay; if Gon give Command, our 
ry" Comſores become killing. The Air we 
bitch is Our Bane: and the Food we eat, he 
Vehicle of Death. That laſt Enemy has un. 
numbered Avenues for his Approach. Yea; | 
lies intrenched in our very Boſom, and bol 
his Fortreſs in the Seat of our Eife. The crim- 
ſon Fluid, which'diftributes Health, is impreg. 
nated with the Seeds of Death, Heat may in 
flame it, or Toil oppreſs it; and make it de. 
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* ! in what Perils is vain Life engaged ! 


The hardie/l Frome! Of Indolence, of Toil 
Me die; of Want, of Superfluity. 

The all-ſurrounding Heav'n, the vital Air, 
1 big with Death. 


may prove the Weapons of our Deſtruction. al 5 
GrapwAbnk: a deſpicable Fly, may be mor 


ſtroy the Parts, it was deſigned to cheriſh. Some] 1 # 
_ unſeen Impediment may obſtruct its Paſſage, 
or ſome unknown Violence may divert it 
Courſe; in either of which Caſes, it acts th(Uüĩm 
Part of a poiſonous Draught, or a deadly Stab. 


What flight Neglefts, what trivial Faults deſire 1 
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sic x then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of this earthly Tabernaclei let Us look 
upon ourſelves: only as Tenants| at. Mills and 
Hold Ourſelves: in perpetual Readineſs. to de- 
5 part rt at a Momeni's WasmIRS- > en eh 
in habitual Readineſs, we are Hike. Wreiches, 
ur ar ſleep: on the Top of. a Maſt, while a hrrid 
ulph yawns, or furious Waves rage, belgw. 
And where can be the Peace, what the Satis 
faction, of ſuch a State? Whereas, a prepared 
Condition will inſpire a Chearfulneſs af Tem- 
per, not to be diſmayed by any alarming Acci- 
dent; and create a Fifmnneſs of Mind, not to 
abe overthroyn by the moſt chreatening Dan- 
gers. When the City is fortified with Walls, 
e's furniſhed with Proviſion, guarded. by able and 
reſolute Troops; what have the Inhabitants to 
fear? what may they not enjoy? So, juſt fo, 
8 rather by a much furer Band, are connected 
the real Taſte of Life, eee one 
or Death. 
1 = 1 sp, r very y Comforts may becams l 
7 0 ing. And ſee the Truth inſcribed by the Hand, 
ſealed with the Signet, of Fate. The Marble, 
which graces yonder Pillar, informs me, that, 
by # near it, are nenden the 2 of Samen 


. | Child-bed, 9 ain, docs alis Calamity 
| oye) The Branch hogs; but the Stem 


Withers. 
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38 ME DITATION 905 
1 e The Babe ſprings: to PIE ure FOR She 
tat bare Him, breathes Her laſt. She gives Life, 
but gives it, (O pitiable Conſideration!) at the 
-.* Enpenceof her own; and becomes, at once, a x 
1 Mather, and d Corp . Or elſe, perhaps, She i 
ecxpires in ſevere Pangs, and. is Herſelfa Tomb 
for her Infant; while the: melancholly Com- 
*.  plaint of a Monarch's Woe, is the Epitaph for 
them both; The Children are come to the Birth, 
| - and chere is not Strength to bring forth*,—Leis . 
to be lamented, in my Opinion, this Misfor- 
tune than the other. Better, ſor the tender Stran- 
ger, to be ſtopped in tiſe Porch; than to enter, 
only to converſe with Affliction. Better, to find 
} a Grave in the Womb; than to be expoſed on 
a hazardous World, . e the Guardian of = 
its infantile Years, . the faithful Guide 3 
3 of its Youth. 3 
z uns . is | difinguiſhed ti its 
Hae Materials, and more delicate Appendages. 
It ſeems to have taken its Model from an afflu- 
ent Hand; directed by a generous Heart; which 
E thought it could never do enough for the De- 75 
+ ceaſed. It ſeems, alſo, to exhibit! an emblema- 
ical Picture of Sophronia's Perſon and Accom- 
pulwiſhments. Is her Beauty, or, what is more 
than Beauty, her white-robed Innocence, repre- 
ſented by the ſnowy Colour? The Surface, 
; N e like her amiable Temper, 
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InMemoryof ANNE STONHOUSE,, 
a flncere cm e.: 


5 How loyd how valud once avails Thee not 

I whom related or by whom begot. 
Aheap of Duſt alone remains af Thee: F# 
Is all THOU art: and all PROUD ſhall bet 


"She died a few after y Birth of her4 11h 12 
> eke 


* 1-5 37. FA 


— 
— 
— 
——— — 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
—— 
— — 
3 
— — 
— 
—— 
p 
— 
—— 
— 
— — 
—— 
— — 
— — 
—— 


”- 


an 


> prom | 


$434 FA, FRET 2 22 53 118 Nan * W. ** 5 
Tae bee ders 


n. 
— 
— 
> A, 
— 


r 


Ane THE. TOMBS. 33 


and engaging Manners. The Mols adorned, 
ia a well-judged Medium, between extravagant 
= Pomp, and ſordid Negligence; like her undif- 
ſembled Gaodneſs, remote from the leaſt Of- 
nation, yet in all Points exemplary.— But ah! 
bes vain, were all theſe end Charms! 
Ho vain, the Luſtre of thy ſprightly Eye! 
= How vain, the Bloom of thy bridal outh! 
How vain, the Honours of 5 — ſuperior Birth! 
3 How unable to ſecure the lovely Poſſeſſor, from | 
= the ſavage Violence of Death! —Howinefted ual: 


= the univerſal Eſteem of thy Acquaintance; the 


Fondneſs of thy tranfported Huſband? or event ; 

bp | the ſpotleſs Integrity: of-thy Character; to. pro, 
long chy Span, or procure Thee: a hon Re- 

W prieve!— The Concurrence of all theſe Cireum- | 


a ltances, emu me of thole Sauna and ten 
= der Lines, a | 


. 


„ 2 Te Tre. LE RE | 
LE | How do how valu da once, . te., not, 
1 To whom related, or by w om beggar. 00 
4E of Bull alone remains M Tü: 
7:5 40 THOU. She and al. the PR its 
* * Uk Tp ers Te ane Aon: 
„„ A 
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* bete Ve are ee be a wel dat bie. þ 


SE. Monument, lately | E:” > 

Northamplon. . "Which. q Fiſk "Hitrogl 125 Pint of 

correſponds Wich the 'Deſeription” "tro leet” 0 4 

In this Circuiuſtafice particularly, | that it is dedicated 
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HET though unable to divert the Stroke 
e is ee to a out i the Stine, 


3 


L344 


$T-O NHOUSE; the excellent Wife of my worthy 
Friend Dr. STONEHOU SE, Who has ſeen all th: 
Powers of that Healing Art, to en I, and fo many 
others, have been greath, indebted, failing in their 
N to preſerve a Life dearer to Him ni is Own. 
Mok, er 'proſunt Domino, que proſunt omnibus Aites. 
No longer his all-healing Art avails; pee. 
But eV Remedy it's Maſter fails. 
IS Hoe of rhis tender Diſtreſs, He has ſought ſome 
Kind of Conſolation, even from the ſepulchral Marble. 
By teaching it to ſpeak, at once, his Eſteem for her Me- 
mory ; and his Veneration for that Religion, which She ſo 
eminently adorned. Nor could this be more fi ignificantly 
done, than byſumming up her Character, in that conciſe, 
but comprchenſive Sentence, A SINCERE CHRIS. 
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| TIAN. Conciſe enough, to be the Motto for a mourn. 


ing Ring; yet as comprehenſi we, as the moſt enlarged 
Sphere of perſonal, ſocial, and religious Worth. For, 
whatſoever Things are pure; whatſoever - Things are 


Tovely ; whatſoever Things are of good Report; are they 
not all included in, that grand; and noble Aggregate, 41 RR 


ſincere Chriſtian ? ©_ 
The firſt Lines, conſidered in "Tack i a Connexion. are 
PREY plaintive and pathetic; + 
"How lob d, how valu'd once, avails The not ; 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 


They ſound, at leaſt in my Ears, like the Voice of Sor- 
rOW.,. mingled with, Admiration. The Speaker ſeems to 
Have been loſt, for a while, 3 in melancholly Contempla- 
tion; Tuddenly, breaks out into this abrupt Encomium; 
then, melts into Tears, and can proceed no farther. 
W Wi Caſe, how. e e Is Silence. ty le it «th 
; FE + . le 
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e Death. Is not this the ſilent Language of 
== oc ſa which baum and of that Heart, 
which 


c untere Eſteem which attended; and the Superiority 


34 
ie 1 of Birth which diſtinguiſhed, the deceaſed Wife.; it ex- 
* elles. beyond all the Pomp of Words, the yearning 


i BEA fction and Heart- felt Affliction, of the ſurviving Huſ- 

and. Amidſt the Group of monumental Marbles, which 
WB rc laviſh of their Panegyric; ths, I think, ſeihbles the 
Sncomparable Addreſs of the Painter. Who, having 
lcd, round a beautiful expiring Virgin, her Friends 
_ mall the Agonies of Grief; repreſented the unequalled 
anguiſh of the Father, with far greater Livelineſs and 
SIN WStrength, or rather with an inexpreſſible Bun mphalis, by 


„ arawing a Veil over his Face. | 


If the laſt Lines, are a wide Departure Cot the beaten 


4 rack of our Modern Epitaphs, and the very Reyerle of 
. heir high-flown Compliments, 


A Heah of Duſt alone remains of Thee ; 
'Tis all THOU art Hand all te PR OU D. all be! 


A We are not without a Precedent, and one of the moſt 
e onſummate Kind. Since they breathe the very Spirt of 
v that ſacred Elegy, in which all the Heart of the Hero 
and the Friend, ſeems to be diſſolved; How are the 


2 a fallen, and lie Weapons of War periſhed ; 2 Sam. 
1. 27. —They remind the Reader of that awful Leſſon, 
. ; | Pybich was originally diQtated by the ſupreme Wiſdom ; : 
| P Duſt thou art, and unto duft thou ſhalt return, Gen. iii. 
WE 2 9-—They inculcate, with all the Force of the moſt con- 
5 2 3 Evidence, that ſolemn Admonition, delivered 
Ee 55 the Prophet; Ceaſe Ye from Man, whoſe Breath is in his 
Wo Męſtrils; for wherein is HE to o be accounted of * 1 Iſa. ii. 
22. 

That no Reader, however inattentive, en miſtake 
he Senſe and Deſign of this Part of the r bern 
Ts 7 is ALL Thou art: — 


MEDITATIONS 3.0 
which flames; of thoſe Palms, which flouriſh, 
and of that Crown, which glitters, in the well. 


imitated and. gilded Marble? Do they not, to 
the diſterning Eye, deſcribe the Vigilance 0. 8 
her Faith; the Fervency of her Devotion; he: 
Victory over the World; and the celeſtial Di. Hh 
adem, which the LoRD the e Judge, 


ſhall give her at that Day * 


'How happy the 1 0 in TP a * Ee 
of his Bed, and Partner of his Fortunes! Their 
Inclinations were nicely-tuned Uniſons, and all 
their Converſation was Harmony. How ſilken 
the Yoke to ſuch a Pair, and what Bleſſings 


were twiſted with ſuch Bands! Every Joy was 


hei ghtened, and every Care alleviated. N Win 4 


nel 1 


it is guarded above and beneath. —Above, is an expand. 
ed Book, that ſeems to be waved, with an Air of Tri- 


umph, over the Emblem of Death. Which we cannot 


but ſuppoſe to be the Volume of Inſpiration, as it ex- 


hibits a ſort of Abridgment of its whole Contents, in thoſe 


animated Words; BE VE NOT SsLOTHTUIL, BUT FOL- 
LOWERS OF Them, WHO THROUGH FAITH AND 


PaATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISE. Heb. vi. 12.— WG 
. Beneath, that every Part might be pregnant with In- 
ſtruction, are thoſe ſtriking Reflections; worthy the 
Conſideration of the higagt Proficient in Knowledge 
and Piety, yet obvious to the Underſtanding of the mol = 


'untaught Reader; LITE, now SHORT! ETERNITY, 
HOW LONG:—May my Soul learn the forcible Purport 
of this ſhort Leſſon, in her contracted Span of Time: 


and all Eternity will not be too long, to rejoice in E 


having learned it, | 
* g Tim. iv. 8, 


pe, — — © = £+A & te ££© = 


pant hd hes A” of. 
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emed wanting to conſummate their Bliſs, but 


g hopeful Progeny, riſing aroundthem.—That | 


15 they might ſee Themſelves, multiplied in their 


WE Little ones; ſee their mingled Graces, trans- 


WT from their Children.“ 


L: fuſed into their Offs pring; 0 Low feel the Glow 
WE of their Affection augn e being reflected 
15 0 this Gift, ſaid 


cheir united Prayers, . our Satisfactions arc 


= < crowned: We requeſt, no more: 
= Aras! how blind are Morals, to 8 


Events! how unable to diſcern, what 1 is really 


1 Good“! Give me Children, 7 Rachel, or elſe 


== 1 act. An Ardour of Imp atience, altogether 
unbecoming; and as miſtaken, as it was unbe- 


1 coming. She dies, not by the Diſappointment, 


but by the Accompliſument, of her Defire.—If 

Children are, to Parents, likea flowery Chaplet, 
" WE whole Beauties bloſſom with Ornament, and 
, BE whoſe Odours breathe Delight; Death, or ſome 
tell Misfortune, may find Means to entwine 

WE themſelves with the lovely Wreath. Whenever 


our Souls are poured out, with paſſionate Im- 
WE portunity, after any inferior Acquiſition: It 


; 5 may be truly ſaid, in the Words of our Divine 


1 Maſter, Ye know not what Ye aſh. Does Pro- 
2 Vo 11. E. vidence 


Meſcia Mens 8 Fati, Sori iſque future ky 
| Turno Tempus erit, magno cum optaverit emptum. 


Intaclum Pallanta ; & cum Spolia Ma Diemgue 


Oderit.—— . 


+ Gen. . 1. 
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vidence with-hold the Thingthat we long for? 
It denies in Mercy; and only with-holds the 
Occaſion of our Miſery, perhaps the Inſtru- 
ment of our Ruin. With a ſickly Appetite, We 
often lothe what is wholeſome, and hanker after 
our Bane. Where, Imagination dreams of un- 
mingled Sweets; There, Experience en iy 
finds the Biterneſs of Woe. : 
T'HEREFORE, may We covet immoderate- 
ly, neither this nor that Form of earthly Felici- 
ty; but refer the Whole of our Condition, tothe 
Choice of unerring Wiſdom. May we learn to 
renounce our own Will; and be ready to make 
a Sacrifice of our warmeſt Wiſhes, whenever 
they run counter to the good Pleaſure of G op. 
For, indeed, as to obey his Laws, is to be per- 
 feflly free; ſo, to reſign Ourſelves to his Dif- 
Pala. is to e/tabliſh our own Happineſs, and 
to be ſecure from Fear of Evil. ES 
HERE, aſmall and plain Stone is placed up- 
on the Ground. Purchaſed, one would ima- 
gine, from the little Fund, and formed by the 
Hand of Frugality itſelf. Nothing coſtly: not 
one Decoration added: only a very ſhort In- 
ſcription; and that fo effaced, as to be ſcarcely 
intelligible. — Was the Depoſitary unfaithful to 
its Truſt? Or were the Letters worn, by 10 
frequent Reſort of the ſurviving Family; 
mourn over the Grave, of a moſt valuable ep 
beloved Relative 7—For I perceive, upon a cloſer 
| Inſpection, 
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Inſpection, that it covers the Remains of a Fa- 
alin A religious Father; ſnatched: from his 
growing Offspring, before they were ſettled in 
the World, or ſo much as their Principles 
fixed by a thorough Education 

Tu Is, ſure, is the molt complicated Diſtreſs, 
that has hitherto come under our Conſideration. 
The Solemnities of ſuch a dying Chamber, are 
ſome ofthe moſt melting and melancholyScenes 
imaginable.— There lies the affectionate Huf- 
band; the mdulgent Parent; the faithful 
F end; and the generous Maſter. He lies in the 
laſt Extremities, and on the very Point of Diſſo- 
lution. Art has done its All. The raging Diſ- 
caſe mocks the Power of Medicine. It haſtens, 
with reſiſtleſs Impetuoſity, to execute its dread- 
ful Errand; to rend aſunder the ſilver Cord of 
Life, and this more delicate Tye of ſocial At- 
tachment, and conjugal Affection. W 
A Servant or two, from a revering Dinge 
caſt many a wiſhful Look, and condole their ho- 
noured Maſter in the Language of Sighs:- The 
condeſcending Mildneſs of his Commands, was 
wont to produce an Alacrity of Obedience, and 
render their Service a Pleaſure. The Remem- 
brance of both imbitters their Grief, and makes 
it trickle plentifully down their honeſt Checks. 
His Friends, who have ſo often ſhared his 
Joys, and gladdened his Mind with their enli- | 
vening Converſe, now are miſerable Comforters. 


+ TREE 5, hs Ns OE A Him- 


| * 
4⁰ MEDITATIONS: 

A ſympathizing and mournful Pity, is all the 
Relief, they are able to contribute: unleſs it be 
augmented by their filent Prayers for the Divine 
Succour, and a Word of Conſolation ſuggeſted 
from the Scriptures*, Thoſe poor Innocents, 
the Children, croud around the Bed; drowned 
in Tears, and almoſt frantic with Grief, they ſob 
out their little Souls, and paſſionately cry; Will 
He leave Us? Leave Us, in a helpleſs Con- 
dition! Leave Us, to an injurious World! 
FTuxs x ſeparate Streams are all united in the 
diſtreffed Spouſe, and overwhelm her Breaſt with | 
an impetuous Tide of Sorrows. In her, the 
Lover weeps; the Wife mourns; and all the 
Mother yearns. To Her, the Loſs is beyond 
meaſure aggravated, by Months and Years of 
delightful Society, and exalted Friendfhip.— | 
Where, alaſs! can She meet with ſack unſuſ- 
pected Fidelity, or repoſe fuch unreſerved Con- 
Afidence? Where find ſo diſcreet a Counſellor; fo 
improving an Example; and a Guardian fo ſe- 
dulouſly attentive to the Intereſts of herſelf, 1 
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Texts of Scripture, proper for ſuch an Oceaſion; 
containing Promiſes—of Support under Affliction, 
Lam. iii. 32. Heb. xii. 6. 2 Cor. iv. 17.—of Par- 
don, Ia. liii. 5. Ia. i. 18. 1 Join ii. 1, 2. As x. 

43.—of Juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii. 33, 34. 
2 Cor. v. 21.—of Victory over Death, Hal. xxiii. 4. 
Hal. IXxiii. 26. 1 Cor. xv. 56, 57. —of a happy 
| Reſurrection, John vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. 1. Rev. vil. 
"I x | | 
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ner Children? — See! how ſhe hangs, over the 
languiſhing Bed; moſt tenderly ſolicitous to 
WT prolong a Life, important and deſirable far be- 


yond her own. Or, if that be impradiicable, 
no leſs tenderly officious to ſoothe the laſt 
Agonies of her dearer Self. —Her Hands, trem- 
bling under direful Apprehenſions, wipe the 
cold Dews from the livid Cheeks; and ſome- 


times ſtay the ſinking Head on her gentle Arms, 
| ſometimes reſt it on her compaſſionate Boſom. 


---See! how ſhe gazes, with a ſpeechleſs Ardour, 
on the pale Countenance, and meagre Features. 


S peechleſs her Tongue; but She looks unutter- 


able Things. While all her ſoft Paſſions throb 
with unavailing Fondneſs, and her Yer Soul 
bleeds with exquiſite Anguiſh. 

Taz Sufferer, all patient and adoring, ſub- 
mits to the divine Will; and, by Submiſſion, 
becomes ſuperior to his Affliction. He is ſen- 


ſibly touched with the diſconſolate State of his 


Attendants; and pierced with an anxious Con- 
cern, for his Wife and his Children. His Wife, 
who will ſoon be a deſtitute Widow ; his Chil- 
dren, who will ſoon be kelpleſs Orphans, IG, 
though caſt down, not in Deſpair.”, He is 
greatly refreſhed, by his Truſt in the everlaſting 

Covenant, and his Hope of approaching Glo- 

ry. Religion gives a Dignity to Diſtreſs. At 
each Interval of Eaſe, he comforts his very 
Comforters; and ſuffers with all the Majeſty 
of Woe. „„ TEE 
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TA E Soul, juſt going to abandon the totter- 
ing Clay, collects all her Force, and exerts her 
laſt Efforts. The good Man raifes himſelf on 


his Pillow; extends a kind Hand to his Ser- 


vants, which is bathed in Tears; takes an af- 
tecting Farewel of his Friends; claſp s his Wife 


in a feeble Embrace; kiſſes the dear "Pledges of it - 


their mutual Love; and then pours all that re- 
mains of Life and of Strength, in the following 
Words; —“ I die, my dear Children: but Gop, 
the everlaſting G o p, will be with you.— 
Though you loſe an earthly Parent; You 
„have a Father in Heaven, who lives for ever- 
more. Nothing, nothing but an unbelieving 
Heart, and irreligious Life, can ever feparate 


Vou, from the Regards of his Providence 


« from the Endearments of his Love.” 

He could proceed no farther. His Heart was 
full; but Utterance failed. After a ſhort Pauſe, 
with Difficulty, great Difficulty, he added; 
* You, the dear Partner of my Soul, You are 
„now the only Protector of our Orphans. —1 
leave you under a Weight of Cares.—But 
„ Gop; who defendeth the Cauſe ofthe Widow 
„Go p, whoſe Promiſe is Faithfulneſs and 


Truth o hath ſaid, I will never leave 
+ Thee, nor forſake Thee*.— This revives my 


« drooping Spirits—Let this ſupport the Wile 


* of Bas Boſom—And now, O Father of Com- 


13 1 1 
* Heb. xiii. 5. 


« 
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« paſſions, into thy Hands 1 commend my 
= © Spirit—encouraged by thy promiſed Good- 
= © nefs, I leave my fatherleſs'— ' 

= Herasx, He fainted; fell back upon the Bed; 
and lay, for ſome Minutes, bereft of his Senſes. 
As a Taper, upon the very Point of Extinction, 
ies ſometimes ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps into 
== a quivering Flame: So Life, before it totally ex- 
pired, gave a parting Struggle, and once more 
looked Abroad from the opening Eye- lids.— 
He would fain have ſpoke; fain have uttered 
the Sentence, he began. More than once he af- 
ſayed: but the Organs of Speech, were become 
like a broken Veſſel; and nothing but the ob- 
ſtructing Phlegm, rattled: in his Throat. His 
= Aſped, however, ſpoke Affection inexpretfible. 
With all the Father, all the Huſband ſtill living 
in his looks; he takes one more View of thoſe 
By dear Children, whom he had often beheld with 
a parental Triumph. He turns his dying Eyes 
on that beloved Woman, whom he never beheld 


but with a Glow of Delight. Fixed in this Pof- 


ture, amidſt Smiles of Love, en 
of Heaven, they ſhine out their laſt. 

= Uron this, the filent Sorrow burſts: into 
loud Laments. They weep, and refuſe to be 

Comforted. Till ſome Length of Time, had 
given Vent to the Exceſs of Paſhon; and the 
Conſolations of Religion, had Ranched their 
: n Woes, "T0 the afflicted Family 


44 MEDITATIONS. 
ſearch for the Sentence, which fell unfiniſhed 
from thoſe loved, thoſe venerable, and pious 
Lips. They find it recorded by the Prophet 
Jeremiah, containing the Direction of infinite 
Wiſdom, and the Promiſe of unbounded Good- 
nels; Leave thy fatherleſs Children; I will Pre- 
ſerve them alive; and let thy Widows truſt in mex. 
This, now, is the Comfort of their Life, and 
the Joy of their Heart. They treaſure it up, in 
their Memories. It is the beſt of Legacies and 
an inexhauſtible Fund. A Fund, which will 
ſupply all their Wants, by entailing the Bleſſing 
of Heaven, on all their honeſt Labours.— They 
are rich; they are happy; in this ſacred Pledge 
of the Divine Favour. They fear no Evil; they 
want no Good; becauſe GO p is their Portion, 
and their Guardian God. 

No ſooner turned from one Momento of my 
own, and a Memorial of another's Deceaſe, but 
a ſecond, a third, a long Succeſſion of theſe me- 

| lancholy Monitors, croud upon my Sightf.— 
That which has fixed my Obſervation, is one of 
a more grave and ſable Aſped than the former. 
I ſuppole, it preſerves the Relics of a more aged 
Perſon. One would conjecture, that he made 
ſomewhat of a Figure, in his Station among the 
Living; as his Monument does, among the 
Funeral Marbles. Let me draw near, and 


inquire of this Stone; as *Who, or what, is 
: | 25 beneath 


2 * 11. 4 Lilla Mortis 1 Virg. 
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« beneath its Surface?” I am informed, He was 


once the Owner of a conſiderable Eftate; which 


was much improved, by his on Application 


and Management: That, he leſt the World in 
Life; advanced à little be- 


yond the Meridian, 1 ene | 
PxoBABLY, replied my muſing Mind, one 


WT of thoſe mndefatigable Drudges, who riſe early; 


late take Reſt; and eat the Bread of Carefalnefs; 
not to ſecure the Loving-kindneſs of the Lo x»: 


not to make Proviſion for any reaſonable Ne- 


ceflity: but only io amaſs together ten thouſand 


WT times more, than they can poffibly uſe.—Did 


he not lay Schemes tor enlarging his Fortune, 


and aggrandizing his Family? Did he not pur- 


poſe to join Field to Field, and add Houſe to 


Houſe; till his Poſfeſſions were almoſt as vaſt, 
as his Defires? That, then, he would * fit down 
and enjoy what he had acquired; breathea white 
from his toilſome Parfuit of Things temporal, 
and, perhaps, think a little of Fhings eternal. 
Bur fee the Folly of worldly Wiſdom! How 
lilly, how childiſh, is the Sagacity of (What is 
called) manly and maſterly Prudence; when it 
contrives more {olicitouſly for TIM E, than it 
provides for ETERNITY! How ſtrangely 
infatuating are thoſe fabtil Heads; Which wear 


themſelves, in concerting Meaſures for Phantoms 


ASS $% © $a 
# — * * O 


1 —Hac mente laborem 
Seſe ferre, ſenes ut in olia tula recedant, 
Aunt, cum ſibi ſent congeſta cibaria.— Hor. 
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of a Day; and ſcarce beſtow a "Thought, on 
everlaſting Realities ! When every Wheel moves 
on ſmoothly ; when all the well-diſpoſed De- 
ſigns are ripening apace for Execution; and the 
long- expected Criſis of Enjoyment ſeems to ap- 
proach; behold! Go p from on high laughs 
at the Babel-butlder, Death touches the Bub- | 
ble, and it breaks; it drops into nothing. The 
Cobweb, molt finely ſpun indeed, but more ca. 
fily diſlodged, is ſwept. away in an Inſtant; 
and all the abortive Projects are buried, in the 
ſame Grave with their Projector. So true is 
that Verdict, which the Wiſdom from above 
paſſes, on thele ſucceſsful Unfor tunates : ** They 
+ walkin a vain Shadow, and diſquiet them- 
© ſelves in vain*,” . 

SPEAK, ye that westen ſuch a one in his 
laſt Minutes; ye that heard his expiring Senti- 
ments; did he not cry out, in the Language of 
diſappointed Senſuality ?—* O Death! | how 
* terrible is thy Approach, to a Man immerſed 
in ſecular Cares, and void of all Concern for 
4 the never-ending Hereafter ! Where, alaſs ! is 
the Profit, where the Comfort, of entering 
„deep! into the Knowledge, and of being dex- 
*trous in the Diſpatch, of earthly Affairs; ſince 
4: have, all the while, neglected the One T hang 
4 8 Deſtructive Miſtake! J have been at- 
©* tentive to every inferior Intereſt; I have laid 
40 myſel 
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| * Pſal. xxxix. 6. | 
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myſelf out on the Trifles of a Moment; but 
have diſregarded Heaven; have forgot eternal 
6 Ages! O! that my Days inne He was 
going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs Wiſhes, or 
to form, I know not what, ineffectual Reſo- 
lutions. But a ſudden Convulſion ſhook his 
Nerves; diſabled his Tongue; and, in leſs 
than an Hour, diſſolved his Frame. 
= May the Children of this World be warned, 
by the dying Words of an unhappy Brother ; ; 
and gather Advantage, from his Misfortune.— 
= Why ſhould they pant, with ſuch impatient 
Bs Ardour, after white and yellow Earth ; as if the 
W Univerſe did not afford ſufficient, for every one 
W to take a little? Why ſhould they lade them- 
ſelves with thick Clay; when they are to * run 
for an incorruptible Crown, and preſs towards 
the Prize of their high Calling!” Why ſhould 
W they overload the Veſſel, in which their ever- 
W laſting ALL is embarked; or fill their Arms 
with Superfluitzes, when they are to ſwim for 
their Lives? Vet, ſo prepoſterous is the Con- 
duct of thoſe Perſons, who are all Induſtry, to 
heap up an Abundance of the Wealth which 
periſheth; but are ſcarce ſo much as faintly 
defirous, of being rich towards Go 
Ol rar we may walk, through all theſe 
glitering Toys, at leaſt with a wiſe Indiffe- 
rence, if not with a ſuperior Diſdain Having 
enough for the Conveniencies of Lite, let us only 
accom- 
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accommodate ourſelves with Things below, and 

lay up our Treaſures in the Regions above.— 

Whereas, if we indulge an anxious Concern, 

or laviſh an inordinate Care, or any tranſitory W- 
Poſſeſſions; we ſhall rivet them to our Attec- 

tions with ſo firm an Union, that the utmoſi 

Severity of Pain muſt attend the ſeparating 

Stroke. By. {uch an eager Attachment, to what | 

| will certainly be raviſhed from us; we ſhall only | 

| inſure to ourſelves accumulated, Anguiſh, again!t 
the agonizing Hour. We ſhall plant, afore- jm 
hand, our dying Pillow with Thorns“. 
Son, Iperceive, arrived at Threeſcore Years 
and Ten, before they made their Exit; nay, 
ſome few reſigned nottheir Breath, tillthey had 
numbered Fourſcore revolving Harveſts. 
ITheſe, I would hope, remembered their Crea- Þ 
tor in the Days of their Youth;” before their 
Strength became Labour and Sorrow :—Be- 
fore that low Ebb of languiſhing Nature, when 
the Keepers of the Houſe tremble, and thoſe that 
look out of the Windows are darkened 7: when 


even 


— — 4 * PRs 4 
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Lean not on Earth; 'twill pierce thee to the Heart; 
A. broken Reed at beſt, but oft a Spear: 
On its ſharp point Peace bleeds, and Hope expres, 
7 Niglht-Thoughts, No III. 
+ Eeclef. xii. 3, 5. I need not remind my Reader, 
that by the former of theſe figurative Expreſſions, is 
fignified the enervated State of the Hands and Arms ; by 
the latter, the Dimneſs of the Eyes, or the total Loſs of 
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even the Lighting down of the Graſhopper, FO 
2 Burden on the bending Shoulders; and De- 
fire itſelf fails in the liſtleſs, lethargic Soul: 
Before thoſe heavy Hours come, and thoſe tire- 


ſome Moments draw nigh; in Which, there'is 
too much Reaſon to ſay, We have no Pleaſure 
in them; no Improvement from them.“ 


Ir their Lamps were unfurniſhed with Oil; 
how unfit muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit | Cir- 


cumſtances, to go to the Market, and buy“! For 


beſides a Variety of Diſorders, ariſing from the 
enſcebled Conſtitution; their Corruptions muſt 
be ſurpriſingly: ſtrengthened, by ſuch a long 
Courſe of Irreligion. Evil Habits muſt have 
{truck the deepeſt Root; muſt have twiſted 
themſelves with every Fibre of the Heart; and 
be as thoroughly ingrained in the Diſpoſition, 
as the Soot in the Ethiopian s Complexion, or 
the Spots onthe Leopard's Skin. If ſuch a One; 
under ſuch Diladvantages, ſurmounts all the 
Difficulties, which lie in his Way to Glory; 
it muſt be a great and mighty Salvation indeed. 
If ſuch a One eſcapes Deſtruction, and is faved 
at the laſt; it muſt, Without all Ae fg 
be—ſo 45 by Firef. | 002193 RIO NS 
E In is 
Sight: that, taken in Connexion wil bel Parts of 


the Chapter, they exhibit, in a Series of bold and lively 
Metaphors, a Deſcription of the various 728 4 at- 


. ee On 04 Ages! SB 6FLITY ö a 22 1 1 8 1. 


Matt. xxV. g. HEN ler 
+ 1 Cor. iii. 15. 


! 
! 
| 
+ 


| his. Labours; not beginning to break up 1 9 


be Light, ,and there was Light : Inſlantaneous 
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. T'r1s is the Seaſon, which ſtands in nec 
of Comfort ; and is very. improper, to enter up- 
on.the Conflidl, The Huſbandman ſhould noy © | 155 
be putting in his Sickle, or eating the Fruit of. 


Ground. or ſcatter the Seed. Nothing, u 
true, is impoſſible with. e o D: He ſaid, Let Tag 3 


Light, diffuſed, as quick as Thought, through 1 
all the diſmal Dominion of primeval Darkneſs. 
Athis, Command, a Leproſy of the longeſt Con- 


tinuance, and of the utmoſt Inveteracy, departs 5 
in a Moment. He can, in the Greatneſs of his 5 
Strength. quicken the Wretch, who has lain | P 
dead in Treſpaſles and Sins, not Four Days on- BR +. 
ly, but Fourſcore Years.—Yet truſt. not, O truſt u 
nat, a Point of ſuch inexhreſſible Importance, e 
to ſo dreadful an Uncertainty. Gon may ſul- te 
pend his Power; may withdraw. his Help; W 
may ſwear in his Wrath, that ſuch Abuſers of his 
Long-ſuffering ſhall **neverenter into his Reſt.” 

"YE therefore, that are vigorous in Health, and f 
blooming i in Years, improve the precious Oppor- | » 
tunity. Improveyour golden Hours, to the no- 1 

bleſt of all Purpoſes: ſuch as may render vo 
meet, for the Inheritance of Saints in Light; and 7 
aſcertain your Title, to a State of immortal i 
Youth, to a Crown of eternal LIory” ,—Stand h 

s Rr: | not a 
* May 1 ke e to reeammend} as a. Treaſure © 
of ineſtimable Value, and a Treatiſe particularly oppoſite i 

; F-1 to 
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W not, all the Prime of your Day, idle: trifle no 
Wlonger with the Offers of this immenſe Felici- 
iy: but make Haſte, and delay not the Time, to 
eepGop's Commandments. While you are 
WT loitering in a gay Inſenfibility, Death may be 
WT bending his Bow, and marking you out for ſpee- 
ay victims. —Not long ago, I happened to ſpy 


a thoughtleſs Jay. The poor Bird was idly bu- 
fied, in dreſling his pretty Plumes; or hopping 
careleſly, from Spray to Spray. A Sportſman, 
coming by, obſerves the feathered Rover. Im- 


W mcdiately he lifts the Tube, and levels his 


Blow. Swifter than Whirlwind, flies the Teaden 


Death; and, in a Moment, lays the filly Crea- 


ture, breathleſs on the Ground. Such, ſuch 
may be the Fate of the Man, who has a fair Oc- 
caſion of obtaining Grace To- day; and Wan- 
tonly poſtpones the Improvement of it, till To- 
morrow. He may be cut off, in the Midſt of his 

JJ TIME Wo DSI IT Folly : 
to my Subject, Da. LUCAS's Ixgurx * Arr ER 
HapplxESsS ? That Part eſpecially; Which diſplays the 
Method, and enumerates the Advantages, of Improving 
Life, or living much in a litile Time. Chap, III. p. 158. 
of the 6th Edit. — An Author; in whom the Gentleman, 
the Scholar, and the Chriſtian, are moſt happily united. 
A Performance ; which, in Point of ſolid Argument, un- 
alfected Piety, and a Vein of Thought amazingly fertile, 
has, perhaps, no Superior. —Nor can I wiſh my Reader 
a more refined Pleaſure, or a more ſubſtantial Happi- 
nels, than that of having the,Sentiments of this enter- 
taining and pathetic Writer, wove into the very Tex- 
ture of his Heart. 


32 ME DIT A T IONS. 
Folly and ruined for ever, while he is dream 
ing of being wiſe hereafter. 
 S$oms, no doubt, came to this their laſt Re- 
treat, full of Piety, and full of Days; as a 
Shock of Corn, ripe with Age, and laden with 
8. ' Fhenty; cometh in, in his Seaſon*,”—Thefc 
were Children of Light, and wiſe in their Gene- 
ration. While with that exalted Wiſdom, which 
| cometh from above; and with that enduring 
* Wiſdom, which laſts to Eternity. —R:h allo 
they were, more honourably and permanently 
rich, than all the Votaries of Mammon. The 
Wealth of the One has made itſelf Wings and is 
1 gone. While the wretched Ac- i 
quirers are tranſmitted, to that Place of Penury 
and Pain; where, not ſo much as one Drop 
. bs 1 of Water is allowed, to cool their ſcorched 
| Tongues. The Stores of the Other Mill abide 
= with them; will never depart from them; but 
make them glad, for Ever and Ever, in the 
_ City, of their Go p. Their Treaſures were ſuch, 
as no created Power could take away; ſuch as 
none but infinite Beneficence can be/tow; and 
| (comfortable to conſider!) ſuch as I, and every 
5 longing Sinner, may obtain: Trea- 
lures of heavenly Knowledge, and ſaving Faith; 
Treaſures of atoning en ang imputed Righ- 
teoufneſs. N 
. | 
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H#xE * lie their Bodies in!“ peaceable Habi- 
actions, and quiet Reſting-places.” Here, they 
have thrown off every Burden, and are eſcaped 
from every Snare. The Head aches no more; 
the Eye forgets to weep; the Fleſh 1s no longer 


* Some, I know, are offendedat our burying Corpſes 
within the Church ; and exclaim againſt it, as a very” 
great Impropriely and Indecency. But this, T imagine,” 
proceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken Delicacy. If 
proper Care be taken to ſecure from Injury, the Funda 
tions of the Building ; and to prevent the Exhalation 
of any noxious Effluoia, from the putrefying Fleſh; I 
cannot diſcover any Inconveniencics, attending this 
Prachce, 875 TTT 

The Notion, that noiſome Carcaſſes (as they are call- 
ed) are very unbecoming a Place conſecrated to religi- 
ous Purpoſes, ſeems to be derived from the antiguated 
Jewiſh Canon. Whereby it was declared, that a dead 
Body imparted Defilement to the Perſon, who touched 
it; and polluted the Spot, where it was lodged. On 
which Account, the Jews were ſcrupulouſly careful, to 
have theirSepulchres built at a Diſtance from theirHouſes; 
and made it a Point of Conſcience, not to ſuffer Burial 
Places to ſubſiſt in the City, But, as this was a Rite 
purely ceremonial; it ſeems to be intirely ſuperſeded by 
, To Te PPT 

I cannot forbear thinking, that, under the Chriſtian 
Oeconomy, there is a Propriety and Uſefulneſs in the 
Cuſtom. —Uſefulneſs, becauſe it muſt render our ſolemn 
Aſſemblies more venerable and awful. For, when we 
walk over the Duſt of our Friends, or kneel upon the 
Aſhes of our Relations; this awakening Circumſtance 
muſt ſtrike a lively Impreſſion of our own Mortality. 


And what Conſideration can be more effectual, to make 


F 3 us 
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racked with acute, nor waſted with lingering 
Diſtempers. Here, they receive a final Releal: 
from n and an 1 everlaſting Diſcharge from 
| VO MIL | Sorrow. 


us ſerious 84 attentive in | Bearing ; ; earneſt and! 1mpor- 
tunate in Praying ? 

As for the Fitneſs of the Uſage, it ſeems perfectly ſuit. 
able to, the Deſign of thoſe ſacred Edifices: They are ſet 
apart for Gop ; not only to receive his Worſhippers. 
but to preſerve. the Furniture for holy Miniſtrations, 
and what ! is, in a peculiar Manner, appropriated to the 
Divine Majeſiy. Are not the Bodies of the Saints the 
Almighty's Property? Were they not once the Ob- 
jets of his tender Love? Are they not ſtill the Subjects 
of his ſpecial Care? Has he not given Commandment 
concerning the Bones of his Elect; and charged the 
Ocean, and injoined the Grave, to keep them until 
that Day? When Rocks bright with Gems, oi Monn- 
tains rich with Mines, are abandoned to the devouring 
Flames ; will not theſe be reſcned from the fiery Ruin! ? 
Will not theſe be tranſlated into Jenovan's Kingdom. 
and, conjointly with the Soul, made his Jewels; 
de ee his peculiar Treaſure ;” made to ſhine as the 
Brightneſs of the Firmament, and as the Stars for Ever 
and Ever? 

Is not Cu 215 1 the LORD of our Bodies? Are 
they not bought with a Price? Bought, not with cor- 
; e Things, Silver and Gold, but with his divine- 
ly precious Blood. And, if the bleſſed JE s v s obtained 

pe Redemption of our Bodies, at ſo infinitely dear a 
Rate; can it enter into our Hearts to conceive, that he 
ſhould diſlike to have them repoſed, under his own Ha- 
bitation ? — Once more; Are not the Bodies of the 
Faithful, Temples of the Holy Ghoſt? And is there not, 
upon this Suppoſition, an apparent Froprieh, 18 
42 -- khan 
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Sorrow. Here, Danger never threatens them, 

with her terrifying Alarms: but T ranquillity 

ſoftens their Couch, and Safety guards their Re- 
oſe.Reſt then, ye Precious Relics, within 


x | this hoſpitable Gloom. Reſtin gentle Slumbers. 


till the laſt Trumpet ſhall give the welcome 
Signal; and, ſound aloud, through all your 
ſilent Manſions, Ariſe; ſhine; for your Light 
jg come, and the Glory of the Lord 1s riſen 
upon Lou“. 

To theſe, how calm was the 8 of Life! 
In what a ſmiling Serenity, did their Sun go 
down! When their Fleſh and their Heart failed, 
how reviving was the Remembrance of an all- 


ſuf- 


than the leaſt Indecorum ; in remitting « theſe Temples of 
Fleſh to the Temples made with Hands ? They are Veſ- 
ſels of Honour; Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs; aud, 

even when. broken by Death, like the Fragments of; 4 


golden Bowl, are valuable; are worthy to be laid uÞ 


in the ſafeſt, moſt honourable Repoſitories. 1 4 | 

Upon the Whole, fince the Lox v Jzsv s has pur- 
chaſed hem, at the Expence of his Blood; and the 
bleſſed Spirit has honoured them, with his in-dwelling 
Preſence; ſince they are right dear in the Sight of the 
adorable Trinity, and undoubted Heirs of à glorio! 
Immortality : Why ſhould 1 it be thought a Thing im- 
proper, to admit them to a tranſient Reſt, in their 
Heavenly Father's Houſe? Why may they not lie 
down and fleep, in the outer Courts ; ſince they are ſoon 
to be introduced, into the img, Manſio on of everlaſting 
Honour an Joy ? | | 


* Iſa, Ix. 1. 
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ſufficient Redeemer; once dying for their Sins, 
now riſen again for ther Juſtification! How 
chearing the well-grounded Hope of pardon 
for their Tranſgreſſions, and Peace with Gov», 
through J xs us CHRIST our Lon Dp! How did 
this aſſwage the Agonies, and beten the Bitter- 
neſs of Death. Where now is Wealth, with 
all her golden Mountains? Where is Honour, 
with ber proud Trophies of Renowu? Where 
are allthevain Pomps ofa deluded World? Can 
they inſpire fuch Comfort; can they adminiſter 
any Support, in this laſt Extremity? Can they 
compoſe the affrighted Thoughts; or buoy up 
the departing Soul, amidſt all the Pangs of Dil- 
ſolution? —The Followers of the Lamb ſeem 
pleaſed and triumphant, even at their laſt Galp. 
* Gop's everlaſting Arms are underneath* 
their fainting Heads. His Spirit whiſpers Peace 
and Conſolation to their-Conſciences. In the 
Strength of theſe heavenly Succours, they quit 
the Field, not Captives, but Conquerors; with 
Hopes full of Immortality.“ 

AN p now they are gone. he Struggles of 
relu@arit Nature are over. The Body {leeps in 
Death: the Soul launches into the inviſible 
State.—But,; who, can imagine the delightful 


Surpriſe, when they find themſelves furrounded 


by guardian Angels, inſtead of weeping Friends! 
How * dothey wingtheir Way, and paſs 
9 through 
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through unknown Worlds, under the Conduct 
of thoſe celeſtial Guides! The Vale of Tears 
is quite loſt. Farewel, for Ever, the Realms 
of Woe, and Range of malignant Beings! They 
arrive on the Frontiers of inexpreſſible Felicity 
They *are come tothe City ofthe Living G o-»:” 
while a Voice, {weeter than Muſic m her ſofteſt 
Strains; ſweet as the Harmony of hymning Sera- 
| phim ; congratulates their Arrival, and beſpeaks 
their Admiſſion: Lift up your Heads, O ye 
Fates; and be ye lift up, 4 everlaſting Doors; 
= that the Heirs of Glory may enter in. 
HER E, then, let us leave the Spirits and Souls 
of che Righteous: eſcaped from an entangling 
Wilderneſs, and received into a Paradiſe of De- 
| lights! Eſcaped from the Territories of Diſ- 
quietude, and ſettled in Regions of unmoleſted 
Security! Here, they ſit down with Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Facob, in the Kingdom of their Fa- 
ZW ther. Here, they mingle with an innumerable 
Company of Angels, and rejoice around the 
Throne of the Lamb: rejoice in the Fruition of 
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f preſent Felicity, and in the aſſured Expedlalion 
1 of an inconceivable Addition to their. Bliſs : 

© when GOD ſhall call the Heavens from above, 

1 We and the Earth, that he may Juage his. Peoplc®. 

: Fools 

f * Seneca's Reflections upon the State of holy Souls, 
5 delivered from the Burden of the Fleſh, are ſparkling 
h and fine; yet very indiſtinf{ and empty, compared. with 


the Particulars ee above, and with many others 
0 that 
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Foo Ls accounted their Life Madneſs, and their 
End to bewithout Honour: but, they are numbered 
among the Children of GOD; and their Lot, their 
diſtinguiſhed and eternal Lot, is among the 
Saints However, therefore, an undiſcerning 
World may deſpiſe, and a profane World v1lify, 
the truly Religious; be this the ſupreme 
the invariable Deſite of my Heart! Let me 
live the Life, and die the Death, of the Righ- 
„ teous. Oh! let my latter End, and future 
State, be like theirs!” 

_- Wuaar Figure is That, hich ſtrikes my 
Eye, from an eminent Part of the Wall? It is 


not only placed ina more elevated Situation, than 


the reſt ; but carries a more ſplendid and ſump- 
© Puous Air, than ordinary. Swords and Spears; 
murdering Engines, and Inſtruments of Slaugh- 
ter; adorn the Stone witha formidable Magni- 
; ficence. Alt age to be the Monument of a 

RUDE Warrior. 

Is ſuch ReſpeRt thought I, Pele to the Me. 
mory of this . Soldier, for lacrificing oy 
5 055 Life 


that might be oi 11 9 5 Scripture. In 5 lam pro- 
celloſo, & in omnes Tempeſtates expoſito navigantibus Mari, 
nullus Portus, niſi Mortis gt. Ne itaque invideris Frairi 
tuo; quieſeit. Tandem liber, tandem tutus, tandem &lernus 
eſt. Fruitur nunc aperto & libero Cœlo; ex 'humili & depreſ- 
| fo, in eum emicuit Locum, qui ſolutas Vinculis Animas beals 
recipit Sinu; & nunc omnia Rerum Natura Bona cum ſum- 


ma Voluptate percipilt. SEN. ad Polyb. 
| * Wiſdom v. 8 


Rd, 
. 
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Life to the publicGood Then, whatHonours, 
what immortal Honours, are due to the great 
Captain of our Salvation? Who, though Lord 
of the Angelic Legions; and ſupreme Com- 


mander of all the heavenly. Hoſts; willingly of- 


fered himſelf a bleeding PySpuiation for Sinners! 


TE One died, being a Mortal ; and only 


by yielded up a Life, which was long before forfeited 


to Divine Juſtice; which muſt ſoon have been 
ſurrendered as a Debt to Nature, if it had not 
fallen as a Prey to War. — But CHRIST took 
Fleſh, and gave up the Ghoſt, though he was 


the great, I AM; the Fountain of Exiſtence; 


who calls Happineſs and Immortality all his 
own. He, who thought it no Robbery to be 
Equal with God; He, whole Outgoings were 


From Everlaſting; even He, was made. in the 


Likeneſs of Man, and cut off out of the Land 
of the Living. Wonder, O Heavens! Be aſto- 
niſhed, O Earth! H E died the Death, of whom 
it is witneſſed that, He is the true G 0D, and 
* eternal Life“. 

Tu g One expoſed Himſelf to pile in \ the 
Service of his ne and his Country ; which, 


though, i it was glorious to do, yet would have 


been ignominious, in ſuch Circumſtances, to 
have declined, But CHRIST took the Field, 
though he was the bleſſed and only Potentate ; 


the Kine of Kings“ and LORD of Lords. 


CHRIST 


* John v. 20. 
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his Raiment, and tinged the very Stones. — 
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Cnr1sr took the Field, though He was ſu: 


to droß in the Engagement; and put on the 
Harneſs, though He knew beforehand, that ii 


muſt” reek with his Blood. That Prince of 


Heaven reſigned his Royal Perſon, not barely 


to the Hazard, but to the inevitable Stroke; to L 
Death, certain in its Approach, and armed with R | 
all its-Horrors.—And for whom ? Not for tho {Ml 


who were in any Degree deſerving; but for his 


own diſobedient Creatures; for the Pardon of 13 


condemned Malefactors; for a Band of Rebels 
a Race of Traitors, the moſt obnoxious and in- 


excufable of all Criminals. Whom he might 


have left to periſh in their Iniquities, without 
the leaſt Impeachment of his Goodneſs, and to 
the Diſplay of his avenging Juſtice. 

Tux One; tis probable, died expeditiouſly; 
was ſuddenly wounded, and ſoon ſlain. A Bul- 


let, lodged in his Heart; a Sword, ſheathed in 


Bis Breaſt ora Battle an cleaving the Brain; 
might put a ſpeedy End to his Miſery; diſpatch 
him “as in a Moment.” —Whereas, the divine 
Redeemer expired in tedious and protracted Tor- 
ments. His Pangs were as lingering, as they 


Were exquiſite. Even in the Prelude to his laſt 
Suffering, what a Load of Sorrows overwhelm- 


ed his ſacred Humanity! Till the intolerable 


a 0 wrung Blood, inſtead of Sweat, from 


Pore: till the crimſon Flood ſtained all 


But, 


„„ 


£3 
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But, when the laſt Scene of the Tragedy com- 
menced; when the Executioners Hammer, had 
nailed him to the Croſs; O! how many e 


Hours, did that illuſtrious Sufferer hang; a 


19 spectacle of Woe to Gov, to Angels, and to 


Men! His Temples mangled with the thorny 


Crown! his Hands and Feet cleft with the rug- 


ged Irons! his whole Body covered with 


9 Wounds and Bruiſes! and his Soul, his ver 


Soul, pierced with Fangs of unutterable Diſ- 
ſtrefs! | 


80 long "3% AN that Nagare; through all 


| her Dominions, was thrown into ſympathizing 


Commotions. The Earth could no longer ſuſ- 


uin ſuch barbarous Indignities, without Trem- 


bling; nor the Sun behold them, without Hor- 


ror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in this Extremi- 


ty of Agony and Torture, that the Alarm 


reached even the remote Regions of the Dead. 
Never, O my Soul, never forget the amazing 
Truth. The. Lamb of Gop was ſeized; was 
bound; was ſlaughtered with the utmoſt Inhu⸗ | 


manity; and endured Death, in all its Bitterneſs, 


for thee. His Murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, ſo 
guided che fatal Cup; that he taſted every Drop 
of its Gall, before he drank it off to the PR 


Dregs. 


ONCE 8 The Warrior died like a Mw, 
and fell 1 in the Field of Battle. — But, 


. | AR NT oe 


OY 
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died not CHRIS as a Tool dieth*? Not on 
the Bed of Honour, with Scars of Glory in his 
Breaſt; but, like ſome execrable Miſcreant, on 
a. Gibbet; with Laſhes of the vile Scourge on 
his Back: Ves, the bleſſed JESUS bowed his 
expiring Head on the accurſed Tree; ſuſpended 
between Heaven and Earth, as an Ourcaltfrom 
Both, and unworthy of Either. 
Wu ſuitable Returns of nbd, and 
adoring Devotion, can we make to the Holy 
One of Gov; thus dying, that we might live? 
Dying in Ignominy and Anguiſh; that we 
might live for ever in the Heights of Joy, andit 
for ever on Thrones of Glory.—Alaſs! it is not 
in us, impotent, inſenſible Mortals, to be duly 
thankful. He only, Who conſers ſuch incon- 
ceivably rich Favours, can enkindle a proper 
ee of grateful Affection. Then build thy- 
ſelf a Monument, moſt gracious IMMANUEI, 
build thyſelf an everlaſting Monument of Gra- 
litude in our Souls. Inſcribe the Memory of 
thy matchleſs Benificence, not with Ink and 
Pen; but with that precious Blood, which guſh- 
ed from thy wounded. Veins. Engrave it, not 
with the Hammer and Chiſel; but with the 
ſharpened Shear, which pierced thy ſacred Side. 
La 1 it Wand ep and Falle not 
Te: K Fog 26437 on 


2 Law in. 33. .'Of this en our Thor! com- 
Ho. Are ye come oul as againſt a Thief ? Matt, > xxvi. 
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on outwatd Tables of Stone; but e e 
inmoſt Tables of our Hearts 
Or Thing more let me obſervei: beforei] 


bid Adieu to this intombed Warrioſ and his 


garniſned Sepulchre. How mean are theſe oſ- 
tentatious Methods, of bribing the Vote of 
Fame, and purchaſing a little ee Re- 
nown! What a poor Subſtitute ſor a Set of me- 
morable Actions, is poliſhed” Alabaſter; or the 
Mimicry of ſculptured Marble! Phe real Ex- 
cellency of this * bleeding Patriot, ĩs written on 
the Minds of his Countrymen. It would be 
remembered with Applauſe, ſo long as the Na- 
tion fubfiſts, without this artificial Expedient to 


Pere it. And tuck, ſuch is the Monu- 


ee ee Ongeth: 


» Sir Bevil Granoill, Cara i in 1 Civil Wes at an 
Engagement with the Rebels. —It may poſſibly be ſome 
Entertainment to the Reader, if I ſubjoin Sir Bevil's 
Character; as lit is drawn by that celebrated Pen, which 


41 


- wrote. the A ed of thoſe calamitous Times. That 


© which would ave clouded any Victory, ſays the noble 
[2 Hiſtorian, and made the Lofs of others le 1 of, 
*© was the Death of Sir Bevil Granville,” He was indeed 
an excellent Perſon, whoſe Activity, Intereſt, and 
Reputation, were the Foundation of what had been 
done in Cornwall: His Temp er and Affections ſo 

public, that no Accident which happened, could 


„müke a any Impreſſion upon him: And his Example 


'© kept others from taking any thing ill, or at left 
** ſeeming, to do, ſo. In a Word, a brighter Courage, 
and a f7 entler Diſpoſition, were never married together, 
to make the moſt chearful and innocent Converſa- 
ion Clar. Hiſt. Reb. Vol. II. 
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ment, I would wiſh for myſelf. Let me leave 
Memoril,intheBreaſtsof my Fellow-Creatures, 
Let furviving Friends bear witneſs ; that I have 
not lived to myſelf alone, nor been altogether 
unſerviceable in my Generation. O! let an un- 
interrupted Series of beneficent Offices, be the 


inſcription; and the beſt Intereſts of myAcquain- | 


tance, the Plate that exhibits it. 
Lx the Poor, as they paſs by my Grave, 
point at the little Spot, and thankfully acknow. 
ledge—* There lies the Man, whoſe unwearied 
© Kindneſs was the conſtant Relief of my various 
Diſtreſſes; who tenderly viſited my languiſh- 
ing Bed, and readily ſupplied my indigent 
4+, Circumſtances, How often were his Counlels, 
a Guide to my perplexed Thoughts, and a 
Cordial to my dejected Spirit! "Tis owing to 
*«* God's Bleſſing, on his ſeaſonable Charities, 
and prudent Conſolation; that I now live, 
and live in Comfort. Pun Let a Perſon, once 
ignorant andungodly, lift up his Eyes to Heaven, 
and ſay within himſelf, as he walks over m 
Bones; © Here are the laſt Remains of that ſin- 
*cere Friend, who watched for my Soul. I can 
© never forget, with what heedleſs Gaiety, I was 
„ poſting on in the Paths of Perdition: And 
„ tremble to think, into what irretrievable 
Ruin I mightquickly have been plunged; had 
not his faithful Admonitions arreſted me in 
the wild Career, I was unacquainted with the 
„ Goſpel 
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7 © Goſpel of Peace, and had no Concern for its 
unſearchable Treaſures; but ow, enlight- 
ened by his inſtructive Converſation, 1 {ee the 
6K All:ſafficiency of my Saviour; and, animated 
by his repeated Exhortations,l countallThing gs 
but Loſs, that 1 may win CHRIST. Me- 


thinks, his Diſcourſes, ſeaſoned with Religion; 
and ſet home by the divine Spirit, ſtill tingle 
in my Ears; are till warm on my Heart; and 
WT © I truſt, will be more and more operative, till 
WE © we meet each other in the Houſe not made 
with Hands, eternal inthe Heavens“ 
Tux only ifallible Way of immortalizing 
+ oa a Way equally open to the mean- 
eſt and moſt exalted Fortune; is, To make 
„our Calling and Election fare to gain ſome 
ſweet Evidence, that our Vames are toritteh in 
Heaven. Then, however they may be diſtegard- 
ed or forgotten, among Men; they will not fail 
to be had in everlaſting Remembrance, before 
the Lo x D.— This is, of all DiſtinQions, far the 
nobleſt. Ambition, be this thiy object, and every 
Page of Scripture will ſanQifythy Paſſion; even 
Grace itſelf Will fan” thy! Flame. As to 
earthly Memorials, yet a little While, and 
chey are all obliterated. The Tongue of thoſe, 
| whoſe Happineſs we have zealbuſly promot- 
ed, muſt ſoon be ſilent in the Goffin. Cha- 
racters cut with a* Pen of Iren ald com- 
mitted to the ſolid 1 ren ere 0 ceaſe to 
* 4 be. 
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be legible*. But as many as are inrolled in the 
©« Lamb's Book of Life, He himſelf declares, 

ſhall never. be blotted out from thoſe Annals of 
Eternity f. When a Flight of Years has moul- 

deredthe triumphal Column into Duſt: whenthe 
brazen Statue periſhes, underthe corroding Hand 
of Time: thoſe Honours ſtill continue; ſtill are 
blooming and incorruptible. in the World of 


Glory... 


M AKE * 8 Send Skies your 7 99 
Let Stars record your Worth: 

Vet know, vain Mortals, all maſt die, 
As Nature's ſickligſt Birth. 


Would bn en Heavn indulge my Pray r, 
I frame a nobler Choice 

| Nor living, . wiſh the pompous, Pile; 
Nor, dead, regret the Loſs. 


In thy fair Book of Life divine, 

My God, inſcribe my Name: | 
There let it fill fome humble Place, 
05 Beneath the ſlaughtered Lamb., | 


Thy . W Ages roll away, Ft 
- In endleſs Fame ſurvive;  _ 

Their Glories, o'er the Wrongs of Time 
- Greatly triumphant, live. 3 


ff *— Data ſunt ipſis quoque Fata Schell. ohe 
1 + Rev. i iii. 5. : ? 


—— 8 wed wi 3 —2 — - 
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Out; That theſe are the Remains of the Rich 
e The a le ious, and Right Honoura | 
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oN DER Entrance leads, I ſuppoſe; to the 
Vault. Let me turn aſide, and take one View 
of the Habitation, and its Tenants The ſul- 
len Door grates upon its Hinges: Not uſed to 
receive many Viſitants, it admits me with Re- 
luctance and Murmurs.— What meaneth this 
ſudden Trepidation; while I deſcend the Steps, 
and am viſiting the pale Nations of the Dead? 
—Be,compoled, my Spirits; there is nothing 
to fear, in theſe quiet Chambers. Here, even 
« the Wicked ceaſe from troubling.” elde 
Good Heavens! what a ſolemn Scene! 
How diſmal the Gloom! Here is perpetual Dark- 
neſs, and Night even at Noon-day.—How 
doleful the Solitude! Not one Trace of chear- 
ful Society; but Sorrow and Terror ſeem to 
have made This, their dreaded Abode.— Hark! 
how the hollow Dome reſounds, at every Tread. 
The Echoes, that long have ſlept, are awakened; 
and lament, and ſigh, along the Walls. 
A BRA, or two, finds its Way through the 
Grates; and reflects a feeble. Glimmer, from 
the Nails of the Coffins. So many of thoſe ſad 
8 pectacles, half concealed in Shades; half ſeen 
5487 by the baleful Twilight; add a deeper 
Horror to thefe gloomy Manſions, —Ix pore up- 
on the Inſcriptions, and am juſt able to pick 


and Renowned. | Nojvulgar dead are depoſited 


ble, 
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ble, have claimed this for their laſt Retreat. 
And, indeed, theyretain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy 
Pre-eminence. :'They'lie; ranged in moutnſul MH 
Order, and ina ſort of ſilent Pomp, under the 
Afches of an ample Sepulchre: while meancr Mi 
Corpſes, without much Ceremony, ": 8⁰ Gown : 
to the Stones of the Pit,” 1 
Mx Apprehenſions recover ond their Sur- 
Rey I find; here are no Phantoms, but ſuch Ml 
as Fear raiſes. — However, it ill amares ae, to 
| obſerve the Wonders of this nether World. 
Thoſe, who received vaſt Revenues, and called 
whole Lordſhips their own; are here reduced to 
half a Dozen Feet of Earth, or confined in a 
| few Sheets of Lead. Rooms'of State, and ſump- 
tuous Furniture, are reſigned; for no other Or- 
nament than the Shroud; for no other Apart- g, 
ment than the darkfome iche. Whete is the 
Star; that blazed upon the Breaſt; or Coronet, 
that glittered round the Tem ples! ? The only 
Remains of departed Dignity ale. the Weather- | 
beaten Hatchment, and the tattered Eſcutcheon. 
L. ſes no ſplendid Retinue, ſurfounding this 
 folitaty-Dwelling: The lordij Equipage hovers 
no longer about the lifeleſs Maler He has no 
other Attendant; than a duſty Statue; which, 
while the regardleſs World is as gay as ever, 
the 'Sculptor's'Hand has taught to weep. 
Pes Ef who gloried in highcborn” Auel 
ann af lf Trakre, here) þ their lofty Mi: 


A 8 
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Pretenſions. They acknowledge Kindred with 


at 
| | treeping Things, and quarter Arins with the 
* caneſt Reptiles. They ſay to Corruption, Thou 


rt my Father; and to the Worm, Thou art my 
2 Mother and my Siſter.— Or, ſhould they ſtill 
gumethe Stile of Diſtinction, ah ! how impo- 
em were the Claim! how apparent the Oſten- 
ation! Is it ſaid by their Monument? HERE 


ch? | 
0 irs THE GREAT. How: W is it n bY 
49 the Spectator! | | F< 701 


. Marble! Where? | 
| Nothing but poor and Jordid Duft lies Here. 


onifying Truth! Sufficient, one would 
Whink, to wean the moſt ſanguine Appetite, 
Wfrom this tranſitory State of Things; from its 
Wickly Satisfactions, its fading its 
5 aniſhing Treaſures. 


For now, ye hing Vanities of Life! 
Ye eyer-tempting, ever-cheating Train! 
Whereare yeNow ! *And what! is your Amount 


1 


Wa ar is all che World, to thele W Ri ag 
lleſs Beings ?— What are their Plea Fare ? A Bub- 
ble broke. What their Honours? A Dream 
that is enen the Sum- total of their 
Enjoyme nis below? Once, perhaps, it appeareti 
o inexperienced and fond Deſire, ſomething 
el conſiderable. But, now Death has meaſured 
ty It win his Line, and weighed it in his Scale, 
e- | what 
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what is the Upſhot ? Alaſs! it is ſhorter than 
a Span; kichckr than the dancing Spark; and 
driven away like the diſſolving Smoke. 
INDIE, my Soul, a ferious Pauſe. Recol- 
lect all the gay Things; that were wont to dasz. 
zle thy Eyes, and inveigle thy Affections 
Here, examine thoſe Baits of Senſe. Here, 
form an Eſtimate of their real Value. Suppoſe 
thyſelf firſt, among the Favourites of Fortune; 
who revel in the Lap of Pleaſure; who ſhine 
in the Robes of Honour; and ſwim i in Tide 
of inexhauſted Riches. Vet, how.ſoon would 
the paſſing Bell proclaim thy Exit ! And, when 
once that Iron Call, has ſummoned thee to thy 
future Reckoning; where would all theſe Gra- 
tifications be? At that Period, how will all the 
Pageantry of the \moſt' affluent, ſplendid, ot 
luxurious Circumſtances, vaniſh into empty 


Air !—And is 0 2 all) ſo e 
to be e ccd 3 


ee 


E Volume: of my phi? 'Your Nobili 
arrayed in a Winding- ſheet; your Grandeur 
mouldering in an Urn; are the moſt indiſputable 
Proofs, of the M ochingne /s of created Things. 
Never, ſurely, did Providence write this impor- 
tant Point, in ſuch legible Characters; as in the 
Aſhes of My Lord, or on' the Corpſe of His 


Grace“. 
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race Let others, if they pleaſe, ꝓay 'their 
W obſcquious, Court to your wealthy Sons; and 
igaobly fawn, or anxiouſly fue; for Preferments. 
= My Thoughts ſhalloken reſort, in penſive Con- 
FA i to the Sepulchres of their Sires; and 
learn, from their ſleeping Duſt to moderate 
my expectations from Mortals— to fland di 
engaged from every undue Attachment, to the 
little Intereſts, of Time - to get above che deluſive 
Amuſements of Honour; the gaudy Tinſels 
olf Wealth; and, all She; lenny Shadows of a 
WW peiſbing; World. i 


HRK IL what WT is that e ſucha/$; 81. 


2 tuation, every Noiſe alarms.Solemn and flow, 
it breaks again upon the ſilent Air. — Tis the 
I Striking of the Clock. Deſigned, one would 
imagine, to ratify all my ſerious Meditations: 
Methinks, it ſays Amen, and ſets a Seal, to every 
improving Hint. It tells me; That another 
Fortion of my appointed Time, is elapſed, 
One calls it, * the Knell of my departed 


Hours.“ Tis the Watch-word to Vigilance 


and Activity. It cries in the Ear of Reaſon; 


Redeem the Time. Catch the favourable 
+ Gates of Opportunity: O! catch them, While 


. they breathe; before they are irrecoverably 
loſt. The Span of Life ſhortens continually. 


1 N Minutes are MM Ra; the: Ma and 
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+ haſtening to be gone. Thou art a Borderer 
upon Eternity; and making inceſlant Ad- 
vances to the State, thou art contemplating. 
May the Ad monition fink deep, into an atten- 
tive and obedient Mind? May it teach me that 
Heavenly Arithmetic, of“ numbering my Days 
and applying my Heart unto Wiſdom!” © 
_ TI naveofien walked, beneath the impending 
Promontory' s craggy Cliff; I have ſometime 
trod the vaſt Spaces of the lonely Deſart; and 
penetrated the inmoſt Receſſes of the dreary Ca- 
vern : But never, never beheld Nature louring, 
with ſo tremendous a Form; never felt ſuch Im- 
preſſions of Aue, ſtriking sold on my Heart; 
as under theſe black-browed Arches, amidf 
theſe mouldy Walls, and ſurrounded by ſuch 
rueful Objects. Where Melancholy, deepeſt 
Melancholy, for ever ſpreads her Raven 
Wings. —Let me now emerge from the damp 
and dreadful Obſcurity. —Farewel, ye Seats of 
Deſolation, and Shades of Death! Gladly 1 
reviſit the Realms of Day. 
HavN d caſt a ſup bend View, upon theſe 
Receptacles of the Dead; Curioſity prompts 
my Inquiry to a more intimate Survey. Could 
We draw back the Covering of the Tomb; 
could we diſcern, What thoſe: are now, Who 
once were Mortals O! how would it ſurpriſe, 
and grieve us! Surpriſe us, to behold the pro- 
nf Transformatigh, . Wiel has taken place 
| dne a 108 I die 0 on 


ed 
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on every Individual; grieve us, to Obſerve the 
; Inos done to our Nature in b with- 
in theſe ſubterrancous Lodgments!! ' - 
Heise, che ſweet and winnifg 4 pet. that 
WE wore perpetually an attractive Smile grins hor- 
W ribly a naked, ghaſtly. Skull:--The He, that out- 
W ſhone the Diamond s Brilliancy; and glanced 
W its lovely Lightning, into the moſt guarded 
WY Heart: Alafs! Where is it? Where ſhall we find 
W the rolling Sparkler? How are allits ſprightly 
Beams eclipſed! totally eclipſed ! Fhe Tongue, 
chat once "commanded all the Power of Elo- 
quence, in this ſtrange Land has forgot its 
Cunning. Where are mow thoſe Strains of 
Harmony, which raviſhed our Ears? Where is 
that Flow of. Perſuaſion, which carried captive 
our Judgments ? The great Maſter of Language 
and of Song, is become filent as the Night that 
ſurtrounds him. The pampered Fleſh, ſo lately 
cloathed in Purple and fine Linen, how is it 
covered rudely with Clods of Clay! There was 
a Time, when the timorouſly nice Creature, 
would ſcarce * adventure to ſet a Foot upon 
| *the Ground; for Delicateneſs and Tenderneſs; 
but1s'now2ehwrapped' in clammy Earth, and 
!leeps)/brrimolifofter:a [Pilow:than thę ragged 
Gravelaftones, Here, the: Aerong Men bo- 
themſelyes.” The nervous Arm is unſtrung; 
the a. L. 'Sincws are relaxed; the Limbs, not 
Vol. | H long 
Deut 4d. 0 56. 
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long ago the Seats of Vigour and Activity, lie 
down motionleſs; and the Bones, which were 
as Bars of Iron, are crumbled into Duſt. 

HER E, the Man of Bufineſs forgets all his fa TP 
vouite Schemes, and diſconmtinues the Purſuit WE 
of Gain. Here, is a total Stand to the Circula- 
tion of Merchandize, and theHurry of "Trade, 
In theſe ſolitary Receſſes; as in the Building of 
Solomon's Temple; is heard nb Sötmid of the 
Hammer and Ax. The WindingAhect and the 
Coffin, ate che utmoſt Bound of all £arthly 
Devices. Hitherto may they go, but no 
« farther.” Here the Sons of Pleaſure take a 
final Farcwel, of their dear Delights. No more 
is the Senſualiſt anointed with Oil, or crowned 
with Roſe-buds. He chants no more, to the 
Melody of the Viol; nor revels any longer, at 
the Banquet of Wine. Inſtead of ſumptuous 
Tables, and delicious Treats, the poor Volup- 

tuary is Himſelf la Feaſt for fattened Inſects; the 
Reptile riots in his Fleſi; the Worm feeds 
fweetly on him“. Here alſo, Beauty fails; 
bright Beauty drops her Luſtre here. O! ſhow 
her Roſes fate, and her Lillies languiſh, in this 
bleak Soil! How does tlie grand Le voller pour 
Contempt; upon the Charmer of our Hearts 
How turn to Peformity, -whiat - painted the 
World beſore! | 

1 0 the Lover havea Sight of bis once 


in- 


1 


Jeb. r 20. 
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3 inchanting Fair- one; what a ſtartling Aſtoniſh- 
ment would ſeize him! Is This the Object, 


I not long ago ſo paſſionately admired! I ſaid. 


n ſhe was divinely fair; and n her, ſome- 
hat more than mortal, Her Form, Was 


„Symmetry itſelf; every Elegance breathed in 
« her Air; and all the Graces waited on her Mo- 
„ tiönb waz Muſic, when ſhe ſpoke: but, 
+ when ſhe fpoke Encouragement, tas little 
* leſs than Rapture. Ho my Heart danced, to 
„ thofe charming Accents And can that, 


which, ſome Weeks ago, was to Admiration 


lovely, be now ſo inſufferably loathſome ?— 


= © Whereare thoſe bluſhing Cheeks? Whearethe 
coral Lips? Wherethativory: Neck, on which 


the curling Jet, in ſuch gloſſy Ringlets,flowed? 
With a thoufand other Beauties of Perſon, and 
ten thoufand Delicacies of Aftion* ?—Amaz+ 


© ing Alteration !- Delufory Bliſs!-—Fondly I 


'« gazed upon the glittermg Meteor. It ſhone 
© brightly ; and I miſtook it for a Star; for a 


permanent and ſubſtantial Good. But hom is | 
di fallen! fallen from an Orb, not its o wõ in 
„And all chat I can trace on Earth, is but a : 


« putrid Maſs,” © 
L1s, 2855 Florella ! lie deep, as thou dot, 
„ HG 9 in 


. 02 N bunte ? Hen! 1 Color * Hm. 
Luo Motus? Quid habet. illzus, illius, 
Que ſpirabat Amores, | 
(ue me ſurpuerat mit * Hor. 
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5 MEDITATLONS 


in obſcure Darkneſs. Let Night, with; her im- 
penetrable Shades, always conceal Thee. May 
no prying Eye, be Witneſs to thy Diſgrace: but 
let thy ſurviving Siſters, think upon thy State; 
when they contemplate, the Idol in the Glaſs, 
When the pleaſing Image riſes gracefully to 
View, ſurrounded with a World of Charms; and 
fluſhed with Joy. at the Conſciouſneſs of them 
all Then, in thoſe Minutes of Temptation and 
Danger, when Vanity uſes to; ſteal. into the 
Thoughts Then, let them remember, what a 
Veil of Horror is drawn over a Face; which was 
once beautiful and brilliant, as; theirs. Such a 
ſeaſonable Reflection, might regulate the La- 
bours of the Toilet; and create a more earneſt 
Solicitude, to poliſn the Jewel, than to yarniſh 
the Caſtet. It might then become their higheſt 
Ambition, to have the Mind decked with divine 
Virtues; and dreſſed aſter the aimable Pattern of 
their Redeemer's Holin ess. 
AN p would this prejudice their Perſons, or 
depreciate their Charms? Quite the Reverſe. 
It would ſpread a ſort of Heavehly Glory, over 
the fineſt Seto Features ; and heighten the Love- 
lineſs of every other engaging. Accompliſh- 
ment. What is yet a more inviting Conſide- 
rat ion; theſe Flowers would. not wither with 
Nature, nor be tarniſhed by Time; but would 
open continually into richer Beauties, and flow- 
riſi even in the Winter of Age. — But, tlie moſt 


in- 
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15 incomparable Recommendation of theſe noble 
Oualities, is; That, from their hallowed Relics, 
as from che fragrant Aſhes of the Phanix, will 
ere long ariſe an illuſtrious Form; bright, as 
the Wing ; of A Sy as che Light of 
the new Feri 0 

For my Part; "the Nane of chis fad 
7 Revolution, ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my 
W Devotion,'to a Shrine of periſhing Fleth ; and 
afraid, to expect all my Happinels, from fo brit- 
ie a Joy. It hall teach me, not to think too 
highly 2 well-proportioned Clay; though 
formed in the moſt elegant Mould; and ani- 
mated with the ſweeteſt Soul. "Tis Heaven's laſt, 
beſt, and crowning Gift; — to be received with 
Gratitude, and chetiſhed with Love, as a moſt. 
valuable Bleffing; not worſhipped, with the In- 
cenſe of Flattery, and Strains of fulſome Adora- 
tion, as a Goddeſs.—It will cure, Ftruſt, the 
Dotage of my Eyes: and incline me always to 
prefer the ſubſtantial * Ornaments, of a meek 
and virtuous Spirit; before the tranſient De- 
corations, of White and Red on the Skin. 

H R E, I called in my roving Modiations, 
from their long Excurſion on this tender'Sub- 
ject. Fancy liſtened a while, to the Soliloquy of 
a Lover. Now Judgment reſumes the Reins, 
and guides my Thoughts to more near and 
lelf intereſting Inquiries —However, upon a 
Revier W's he © we ene, ales with 
1 IE Hig. i Spetta- 


Spedlacles of Mortality, and Trophies of Death ; 
I could not forbear ſmiting my Breaſt, and fetch- 
ing a Sigh; and lamenting over the nobleſt of 
all viſible Beings, laid proſtrate under the Feet 
of „the pale Horſe, and his Rider“. I could 
not forbear repeating that pathetic Exclamation; 
„O Thou + Adam, what haſt thou donc! Wha 
Deſolation has thy Diſobedience wrought inthe 
Earth !—See the Malignity, the ruinous Ma- 
lignity of Sin !. Sin; has, demoliſhed ſo many 
ſtately Structures of Fleſh; Sin, has made ſuch 
5 Havock, among the moſt excellent Ranks of 
God's lower Creation: And Sin (chat deadly 
Bane of our Nature) would have plunged our 
better Part, into the execrable Horrors of the 
nethermoſt Hell had not our merciful, Media- 
tor interpoſed; and given Himſelf ſor gurRanſom. 
Therefore, what grateful Acknowledgments, 
does the whole World of penitent Sinners owe; 
what ardent Returns of Love, will a £5 5 
Heaven of glorified Believers, pay: to ſuch a 
Friend, Beneſactor, and Deliverer! | | 
Mos ix e upon. theſe melancholy, Objects, 
a faithful Remembrancer ſu ggeſts from within-- 
Muſtthis ſad Change ſucceed in me alſo? Am 
Ito dray my laſt Gaſp; to become a breath- 
6 leſs Gorple; and be, what I eber 2 Is there 
| 1221 1 5 25 Time 


on g/ —_ _ vi at. 
ET I paſs, with melanchioly State. 5 Tk 
By all theſe lolemn Hider of Fate: : Hl 


9 N n 8. W - CA : e 5 * 3 es . M " 
- 9 r r F RAN n 1 PPC * e 5 3 +; 
nes . 4 peu abgoay DE SOL EST IE AF ME IA Ce SO AAAS oof EA Er 0 93} B7-L a - : 
4 
- OT ay C — —— 1 


Err 


ny 
8 


AMONG THE TOM BS. 179 
te a Time approaching, when this, Body ſhall 


6 « bexarried out upon the Bier, "and conſigned 
«to its dlay cold Bed? While ſome kind Ac- 


10 quaintance, perhaps, may drop one parting. 


Tear; and cry, Alaſs!, my Brother! —Is the 
„Time approaching? — Nothing is more 
certain. A Decree, much ſurer than the Law of 
the Medes and Perſians, has irrevocably de- 
termined the Doom. 


SHOULD. one oftheſe ghaſtly Fi igures, burſt 


W from his, Confinement; and ſtart up, in fright- 


ful Deformity, before me—ſhould the haggard 
Skeleton, lift a clattering Hand; and point it 
full in my View—ſhould it open the ſtiffened 


Jaws; and, with a hoarſe tremendous Mur- 


mur, break this profound Silence—ſhould it 
accoſt me, as Samuel s Apparition addreſſed the 
trembling King—*TheLokd ſhall deliver Thee 
* alſo: into the Hands f Death. Let a little 
ile, and Thou ſhalt be with me*. e 


: „ 


And think, as ſoft and ſad I tread | 0 
Above the venerable „ 
Time was, like me; they Life pegel "44 oh 1 


And Time will be, when Thall reſt.” PARN EI. 


* 1 Sam. xxviii. 19. On this Place, the Dutch 
Tranſlator of the Meditations has added a Note ; to cor- 
rect, very probably, what he ſuppoſes a Miſtake. On 
the ſame Suppoſition, I preſume, the Compilers of our 
Rubcic ordered che laſt Verſe of Ecclus. xlvi. to be o- 
mitted, in the daily Service of the Church, But that 
the Sentiment, hinted, above, is ſtrictly true 5 that it 
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80 MEDIFATIONS:. 

ſolemn Warning, delivered in fo ſtriking a Man- 
ner, muſt ſtrongly impreſs my Imagination. 
A Meſſage in Thunder, would fcarce fink deep- 
er. Vet, there is abundantly greater Reaſon to 
be alarmed, by that expreſs Declaration of the 
Loxn Gop Almighty, © Thou ſhalt furely die. 
— Well then, ſince Sentence is paſſed; ſince! 
am a condemned Man; and know not, when 
the Dead Warrant may arrive: let me die to 
Sin; and die to the World; before I die be- 
neath the Stroke of a Righteous God. Let me 
employ the little uncertain Interval of Reſpite 


from Execution: in preparing for a happier 


State, and a better Life. That, when the fatal 
Moment comes, and I am commanded to ſhut 
my Eyes, upon all Things here below; I may 
open them again, to ſee my Bader in the 
Manſions above. 

SIN c E this Body, which is 10 fearfully and 
wonderfully made, muſt fall to Pieces in the 
Grave; ſince I muſt ſoon reſign all my bodily 
Powen to Darkneſs, Inactivity and Corruption: 
let it ** , alen Care to uſe them well, 


while 


was [he is Samuel} Samuel himſelf, (not an jnfernt pin 
8 the Prophet) who appeared to the Female 

ecromancer at Endor; appeared, not in Compliance 
with any diabolical Incantation, but in Purſuance of the 
divine Commiſſion; this, I think, is fully proved in 
the Hiſtorical Account of the Life of David. Vol. I. 
| OE __— 
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N | while 1 poſſeſs. them! 
9 ſtretched out to relieve the Needy; and always 


Pains.” Theſe Works of Faith, and Labours of 
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Let my Hands be 


be more ready to give, than to receive. Let 
my Knees bend, in deepeſt Humiliation, before 
the Throne of Grace: while my Eyes are caſt 
down to the Earth, in penitential Confuſion; 
or dme looking up to Heaven, for pardon- 
ing Mercy !—In every friendly Interview, let 


W the © Law of Kindneſs dwell on my Lips; or 
rather, if the Seriouſneſs of my, Acquaintance 


permits, let the Goſpel of Peace flow from my 
Tongue. O! that might be enabled, in every 
public Concourſe, to hiſt up my Voice like a 
Trumpet; and pour abroad a more joyful 
Sound, than its moſt melodious Accents, in pro- 
claiming the glad Tidings of free Salvation. 
Be ſhut, my Ears, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the 


. malevolent Whiſpers of Slander, and the con- 
nugious Breath of filthy Talking. But be ſwiſt 


to hear the Inſtructions of Wiſdom; be ye all 
Attention, when your REDEEMER; ſpeaks; im- 


| bibe the precious Truths; and convey them 


carefully to the Heart. —Carry' me, my Feet, to 


| the Temple of the Lord; to the Beds of the 
Sick; and Houſes of the Poor.—May all my 


Members, devoted intirely to my divine Maſ- 
ter, be the willing inn of e 
his Glory! by; 


THEN, ye Embalmers, you may ſpare your 


Love; 


32 MEDITATIONS: 


Love; theſe. ſhall be my. Spices and. Perfume. 
Enwrapped in theſe, I would lay me gently 
down, and fleep ſweetly in the bleſſed } ns vs; 
hoping, that Gop will“ give Commandment 
concerning my Bones; and one Day fetch 
them up from the Duſt, as Silver from the Fur 
nace, purified, * I ſay not, ſeven times, but 
* ſeventy times foren.”. oo 

_ Hers, my Contemplation took Wing; and, 
in an Inſtant; alighted m the Garden, adjoining 
to Mount Calvary. Having viewed the Abode 


of my deceaſed Fellow-Creatures; methought, 


I longed to ſee the Place, where our Lo RD lay, 
—And, O!' what a marvellous Spectacle was 
once exhibited, in this memorable Sepulchre 
He, who cloaths Himſelf with Light, as with 
* a Garment; and walks upon the Wings of the 
„Wind“; HE was pleaſed to wear the Habi- 


liments 


Fhe Scriptures, ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, 
ſay He walketh upon the Waves of the Sea ; to denote his 
uncontroulable Power, Job ix, 8.— He walketh in lle 
Circuit of Heagen; to expreſs the Immenſity of his Pre- 
ſence, Job xxii. 14.— He walketh upon the Wings of lle 
Wind; to ſignify the amazing Swiftneſs of his Opera- 
tions, Hal. civ. 3.—In which laſt Phraſe, there is, I 
think, an Elegance and Emphaſis, not taken notice of 
our Commentators, yet unequalled in any Writer. 
Not, He flieth ; He runneth ; but, He walketh : and 
that, on the very Wings of the Wind; on the moſt im- 
petuous of Elements, rouſed into its utmoſt Rage, and 
ſweeping along with inconceivable Rapidity.—A. bt 
| 1 e e 
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W |iments-bf.Mortal:ty, and dwelt among the proſ- 
trale Dead Who can repeat the Mondrows 
Truth, too often? Who can dwell upon the 
13 tanſporting Theme, too long? HE who fits 
W inthroned in Glory, and diffuſes Bliſs among 
I all the Heavenly Hoſts; H E as once a pale 
and bloody Corpſe, and preſſed this little Spot. 
ODT how great was thy Triumph in 
chat Hour! Never did thy gloomy Realms con- 
ain ſuch a Priſoner before, Priſoner, did I 
ſay ! No; He was more than Conqueror. He 
. aroſe, far more mightily than Sampſon, from a 
tranſient Slumber ; broke down the Gates, and 
= demoliſhed the Strong-holds, of thoſe dark Do- 
= minjons.—And this, O Mortals, This is your 
7 only Conſolation and Security. Jes us has trod 
W the. an; For Path, and ſmoothed it for, your 
Paſſage: —Jxs us, ſleeping in the Chambers of 
che Tomb, has brightenedthe diſmal Manſion; 
ax left an inviting Odour, 1 in thoſe Beds of 


Bust. 
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- oy 8 not to be Jeferibed,! is the 3 4M 
W /cdate \ ork of the DEITY. A Speed, not. to be 
| meaſured, is (With Reverence L uſe the Expreſſion, and 
to comport with eur lo Methods of Conception) the 
yelemm and majeſtic Foot- pace of I EHOVWAH. How 
ad are the following Lines, even in the Swat Matter: cn 
ms, Song g | 

* Ocyor Cerois, 6 agente Ni mboc 

Ocyor Euro, 
hci SE with this inimitable Stroke of divine 


DOE + Dn i walk upon the 555 of the Wind. 


8j MEDITATIONS: 


Duſt. The dying Jesvs [Never let the com. 
fortable Truth depart from your Minds! The 
dying Jz0s) | is your ſure Protection, your un- 
queſtionable Paſſport through: the Fertitorics 
of the Grave. Believe in Him; -arid they ſhall 
prove *a Highway to Sion; "ſhall tranſmit you 
{afe to Paradiſe. Believe in Him and you {hall 
be no Loſers, but unſpeakable Gainers, by your 
Diffolution. For, hear what the Oracle of Hea- 
ven ſays, upon this important Point; Whoſo be. 
lieveth in Me, ſhall never die*.— What ſublime, 
and emphatical Language, is This! Thus 
much, at leaſt, it muſt import—* The Nature 
* of that laſt Change, ſhall be ſurpriſingly 
altered, for the better. It ſhall no longer be 
* inflifted, as a Puniſhment; but rather be 
75 3 as a Bleſſing. To ſuch Perſons, 
+ it ſhall come attended, with ſuch a Train of 
Benefits; as will render it a kind of happy 
* Impropricty, to call it Dying. Dying! No; 
tis then they truly begin to live. Their Exit 
is the End of their Frailty, and Their En- 
*"trance upon Perfection. Their laſt Groan 
oe, the Prelude to Life and Immortality. 

O vr timorous Souls, that are rarified at the 
Sound of the Paſſing-bell; that turn pale, al 
the Sight of an opened Grave; and can ſcarce 
behold a Conn or a | Skull, without a ſhudder- 
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ing Horror: Ye that are in Bondage to the griſly 
Tyrant, and tremble at the Shaking of his iron 


N | Rod; cry mightily to the Father of your Spirits, 


for Faith in his dear Son. Faith will free you 
from your Slavery*. Faith, will embolden 
you to tread on (this fierceſt of) Serpents}. — 


Old Simeon, claſping the Child Jes us in the 


Arms of his Fleſh, and the glorious Mediator 
in the Arms of his Faith, departs with Tran- 
Vor. J. 1 quillity 


* Death's Terror is the Mountain Faith removes: 
Tis Faith diſarms Deſtruction. 335 
Believe, and look with Triumph on the Tomb. 


| *Theſe, and ſome other Quotations, I am proud to 
E borrow ſrom the Night-Thoughts, eſpecially from Night 


the Fourth, In which, Energy of Language; Sublimi- 


3 ty of Sentiment, and the moſt exquiſite Beauties of 
Poetry, are the leaſt Perfections to be admired. Almoſt 


every Line glows with Devotion ; riſes into the moſt 
exalted Apprehenſions of the adorable Redeemer; and 


is animated with the moſt lively Faith in His All-ſuf- 


ficient Mediation. The Author of this excellent Per- 
formance has the peculiar Felicity, of ennobling all the 
Strength of Stile, and every Delicacy of Imagination, 
with the grand and diſtinguiſhing Truths of Chriſtiani- 
ty. Theſe Thoughts give the higheſt Entertainment to 
the Fancy; and impart the nobleſt Improvement to the 


Mind. They not only refine our Taſte, but prepare us 
| for Death, and ripen us for Glory. I never take up 


this admirable Piece, but Iam ready to cry out—Tecuns 
vibere amem, tecum obeam libens ; i. e. Inſpire me with 
** ſuch a Spirit, and Life ſhall be delightful, nor Death 
© itlelf unwelcome, 2 


+ Luke x. 19. 
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8 MEDITATION sS 
quillity and Peace. That bitter Perſecutor 
Saul, having won CHRIST; being found in 
CHrIsT; longs to be diſmiſſed from cum- 
brous Clay, and kindles into Rapture at the 
Proſpect of Diſfolution*. Methinks, I ſee 
another of IMMANUE L's Followers, . 
in his Saviour; leaning on his Beloved; 
down to the ſilent Shades, with Compoſure 5 
Alacrityf.—In This powerful Name, an in- 
numerable Company of ſinful Creatures have 
ſetup their Banners: and © overcome, through 
the Blood of the Lamb.” Authorized by the 
Captain of thy Salvation, Thou alſo mayeſt 
ſet thy Teer. upon the Neck of this King of 
Terrors. Furniſhed with this Antidote, T hou 
alſo pelt play around the Hole of the Aſp, 
and put my undaunted Hand on this Cocka- 
trice-Den . Thou mayeſt F feel the Viper 
| faſtening to thy mortal Pan, and fear no Evil: 
Thou ſhalt one Day ſhake it off by a Joyſul 
Reſurrettion, and ſuffer no Harm. 

RESURRECTION! That chearing Word 
eaſes my Mind of an anxious Thought, and 
ſolves -a_ moſt momentous Queſtion. I was 
going to aſk; © Wherefore do all theſe Corpſes 
« He here, in this abject Condition? Is This 
their final State? Has Death conquered! 
L \apd, wall the 'Tyrans hold RANDY captive! 
Hon 

* Phil. i. 23. 2 Tim. iv. 125 8. t2 Pet. i. 14 
+ Iſa. xi. 8. Acts xxviii 35. je 
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How long wilt thou forget them, OLorny? 


« For ever? —No, ſaith the Voice from Hea- 


ven, the Word of divine Revelation; Tue 
Righteous are all Priſoners of Hoe. There is 


an Hour (an awful Secret That, and known on- 


ly to all-foreſeeing Wiſdom) an appointed 


Hour there is, when an Act of Grace will paſs + 


the great Seal above, and give them an univerſal, 


W Diſcharge; a general Delivery fromthe Abodes 


of Corruption.—'Then ſhall the Loxp Jzsvs 
deſcend from Heaven, with the Shout of the 
Archangel, and the Trump of Gop. Deſtruc- 
tion itſelf ſhall hear his Call, and the obedient 
Grave give up her Dead. Ina Moment, inthe 


| Twinkling of an Eye, they ſhake off the Sleep 


of ten Thouſand Years; and ſpring forth, like 


che bounding Roe, to © meet theirLokd in the 


AND, O! with what cordial Congratula- 


tions; what tranſporting Endearments; do the 


Soul and Body, thoſe affectionate Companions, 
re-unite! But, with how much greater Demon- 
{trations of Kindneſs, are they both received by 


their compaſſionate Redeemer! The Antient of 


Days, who comes in the Clouds of Heaven, is 


theic Friend; their Father; their Bridegroom. 
He comes with irreſiſtible Power and infinite 


Glory; but they have nothing to fear from his 


I 2 
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* Zech. ix. 12 
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ties, which ſpread Deſolation and Aftoniſhment 
thro' the Univerſe; ſerve only to inflame their 
Love, and heighten their Hopes. The Judge, the 
awful Judge, amidſt all his Magnificence and 
Splendor, vouchſafes to confeſs their Names: 
vouchſafes to commemorate their Fidelity, be- 
fore all the Inhabitants of the Skies, and the 
whole aſſembled World. 

Hank! the Thunders are huſhed. See! the 
 Lightnings ceaſe their Rage. The Angelic Ar- 
mies ſtand in ſilent Suſpence. The whole Race 
of Adam, is wrapped in pleaſing, or anxious Ex- 
pectation.— And now that adorable Perſon, 
whoſe Favour is better than Life; whoſe Accept- 
ance is a Crown of Glory; lifts up the Light of 
his Countenance upon the Righteous. Ie 
ſpeaks; and whatraviſhing Words proceed from 
his gracious Lips! What Ecſtaſies of Delight, 
they enkindle in the Breaſts of the Faithful! 
I accept you, O my People! Ye are they, 
that believe in my Name. Ye are they that re- 
_* nounced Yourſelves, and are complete in Me. 


I ſee no Spot or Blemiſh in you; for ye are 


« waſhed in my Blood, and cloathed with my 
6 Righteouſneſs; Renewed by my Spirit, ye have 
*« glorified me on Earth, and =. been ſaithful 
*« unto Death. Come, then, ye Servants of Holi- 
« nels, enter into the Joy of your Lox». Come, 
ye Children of Light; ye Bleffed of my Fa- 
ther; receive the en, that ſhall never be 
| 6 re- 
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removed; wear the Crown, which fadeth not 
away; and enjoy Pleaſures for evermore ! 

W THEN, it will be one ofthe ſmalleſt Privileges 
W of the Righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no 
more; that Sickneſs will never again ſhew her 
pale Countenance, in their Dwellings *. Death, 
WT ://clf will be © ſwallowed up in Victory.“ That 
W {atal Javelin; which has drank the Blood of 
5 Donate and finds its Way to the Hearts of 
all the Sons of Adam; ſhall be utterly broken. 
2 T hat enormous Scythe; which has ſtruck Em- 
2 pires from their Root, and [wept Ages and Gene- 
W rations into Oblivion; ſhall lie by in perpetual 
Uleleſſneſs. Sin allo, which filled thy Quiver, 
chou inſatiate Archer!—Sin, which ſtrung thy 
Arm with reſiſtleſs Vigour—which pointed all 
E thy Shafts with inevitable Deſtruction — Sin, 
will then be done away. Whatever is fratl or, 
depraved, will be thrown off with our Grave- 
clothes. All to come is perfet Holineſs, and 


| conſummate Happineſs; the Tem of whole 56 


Continuance is Eternity. | 
OETERNITYI Eternity ! How are our irboldeſt, TH 
our Waage Lhoughts, loſt and overwhelmed 


* Iſaiah, ſpeaking of the new 7eruſalem, mentions this, 
as one of its Immunities ; The Inhabitants thereof Hall no 
more ſay, I am. ſick. Another Clauſe, in its Royal Char- 
ter, runs thus; GOD. Hall wipe away all Tears from their 
Hes; and there ſhall be no more Dea ili, neither Sorrow, nor 
Crying ; neither ſhall there m Hy more * Iſa. xxxiii. 
24. r. „ | 
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in thee! Who can fet Landmarks, to limit thy 


Dimenſions; or find Plumbets, to fathom thy 


Depths? Arithmeticians have Figures, to com- 
pute all the Progreſſions of Time. Aſtronomer; 
have Inſtruments, to calculate the Diſtances of 
the Planets. But what Numbers can ſtate, what 
Lines can gauge, the Lengths and Breadths of 
Eternity? It is higher than Heaven; what 
* canſt thou do? deeper than Hell; what canſ 
thou know? The Meaſure thereof, 3 is longer 
than the Earth, broader than the Sea. 
 MysTzrous, mighty Exiſtence! A Sum, 
not to be leſſened by the largeſt Deductions 
An Extent, not to be contracted by all poſſible 
Diminutions! None cantruly ſay, aſter the moſt 
prodigious Waſte of Ages; So much of E- 
{i ternity is gone.” For, when Millions of Cen- 
turies are elapſed, it is but juſt commencing; 
and, when Millions more have run their ample 
Round, it will be no nearer ending. Yea, 2 
. numerous as the Bloom of Spring ; 
crealed by the Herbage of Summer; both 
augmented by the Leaves of Autumn; and all 
multiplied by the Drops of Rain, whicldrown 
the Winter—when theſe, and ten thouſand 
Times ten thouſand more—more than can be 
repreſented by any Similitude, or imagined by 
any Conception—when all' theſe are revolved 
and finiſhed; Eternity, vaſt, boundleſs, ama- 
_ zing. A will only be e Rk 
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Wuar apleaſing, yet awful Thought is this? | 


| Full of Delight, and full of Dread. O! may it 


alarm our Fears; quicken our Hopes; and ani- 
mate all our Endeavours! Since we are ſoon to 
launch into this endleſs and inconceivable 
State; let us give all Diligence, to ſecure our 
Entrance into Bliſs. — Now, let us give all Di- 
ligence; becauſe there is no Alteration, in the 
Scenes of Futurity, The Wheel never turns: 
All is ſtedfaſt and immoveable beyond the 
Grave. . Whether we are then ſeated on the 
Throne, or ſtretched on the Rack; a Seal-will 
be ſet to our Condition, by the Hand of everlaſt- 
ing Mercy, or inflexible Juſtice. — The Saints 
always rejoice amidſt the Smiles of Heaven ; 
their Harps are perpetually tuned; their Tri- 
umphs admit of no Interruption: The Rutz 
of the Wicked is irremediable. The fatal Sen- 


tence, once paſſed, is never to be repealed. No 


Hope of exchanging their doleful Habitations. 


But all Things bear the ſame Ain * 


for ever and ever. 

Tun Wicked My Mind recite) at the Ab- 
prehenſion of their Miſery. It has ftudiouſly No 
waved the fearful Subject; and ſeems unwilling 
to purſue it, even now.—But tis better to re- 
flect upon it, for a few Minutes; than to endure 
it, to eternal rags Peron, the e 

0 . 


i * —Animus memin ie tore, ae refugit. Z 
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of their aggravated Miſery, may be profitably 


terrible: may teach me more highly to prize 
the Saviour, Who“ delivers from going down 
into the bottomleſs Pit:“ may drive me, like 
the Avenger's Sword, to this only City of Re- 
fuge, for obnoxious Sinners. 

Tu Wicked ſeem to lie here, like Malefac- 
tors, in a deep and ſtrong Dungeon; reſerved 
againſt the Day of Trial.— Their Departure 
* was without Peace.“ Clouds of Horror, {at 
louring upon their cloſing Eye-lids; moſt ſadly 
forcboding the © Blackneſs of Darkneſs for 
ever. When the laſtSickneſs ſeized their Frame, 
and the inevitable Change advanced; when 
they ſaw the fatal Arrow, fitting to the Strings 
ſaw the deadly Archer, aiming at their Heart; 
and felt the envenomed Shaft, faſtened in their 
Vitals— Good Gop! what Fearfulneſs came 
upon them! What horrible Dread overwhelm- 
ed them! How did they ſtand ſhuddering and 
aghaſt, upon the tremendous Precipice! Excel- 
ſwely afraid to plunge into the Abyſs of Eter- 
nity, yet utterly unable to maintain their Stand- 
ing on the Verge of Life. 

Ol waar pale Reviews, what ſlartling Proſ- 
pedts, conſpire to augment their Sorrows.— 

They look backward, and behold! a moſt me- 
7 Scene! Sins e of; 4 


1 
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che righteous Judge, the dreadful Tribunal; 
and a moſt ſolemn Reckoning.—They roll 
around their affrighted Eyes, on attending 
W Friends. If Accomplices in Debauchery ; it 
H ſharpens their Anguiſh, to conſider this farther 
Aggravation of their Guilt; That they have 
not ſinned alone, but drawn others into the 
I Snare. If religious Acquaintance; it ſtrikes 
Na freſh Gafh into their Hearts, to think of never 
3 ſeeing them any more, but only at an unap- 
proachable Diſtance, ſeparated by the unpaſſa- 
ble Gulf. 85 N Kee 
Arx laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding 
no other poſſible Way of Relief, they are con- 
@ ſtrained to apply unto the Almighty, With 
E trembling Lips, and a faltering Tongue, they 
cry unto that Sovereign Being.“ who kills and 
makes alive.” — But why have they deferred, 
ſo long deferred their Addrefles to GOD Why 

have they deſpiſed all his Counſels; and ſtood 
| incorrigible, under his inceſſant Reproofs? 
| How often have they been fore warned of theſe 
| Terrors; and moſt importunately intreated, to 
| ſeek the LORD, while he might be found? — 1 
wiſh, they may obtain Mercy at the Eleventh, 
at the laſt Hour. I wiſh, they may be fnatched 
trom the Jaws; the opened, the gaping, the 
almoſt cloſing Jaws of Damnation. But, alaſs 
Who can tell, whether affronted Majeſty, will 
lend an Ear to their Complaint? Whether the 
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Holy One will work a Miracle of Grace, in be- 
half of ſuch Tranſgreſſors? He may, for aught 


any Mortal knows, laugh at their Calamity . 


„and mock when their Fear cometh.” 

T uus they lie, groaning out the poor Re. 
mains of Life; their Limbs bathed in Sweat; 
their Heart ſtruggling with convullive. Throes: 
Pains inſupportable throbbing in every Pulle; 
and innumerable Darts of Agony transfixing 
their Comicience.” 


In that dread Moment, how the e Soul 
Raves round the Walls of her Clay Tenement ; 
| Runs to each Avenue; and ſhrieks for Help ; 
_ "But ſhricks in vain! How wiſhfully She loots 
On all She's leaving, now no longer hers! 
A little longer, yet a little longer, 
O! might She ſtay, to waſh away her Crimes, 
And fit her for her Paſſage ! Mournful Stght! 
Her very Eyes weep Blood; and every Groan 
 _ She heaves, is big with Horror: But the Foe, 
Lite a ſtaunch Murd rer, ſteady to his Purpoſe, 
Pur ſues hier cloſe thro' ev ry Lane of Liſe, 
Mor miſſes once the Track ; but preſſes on ; 
Till fore d at laſt to the tremendous Verge, 
At once be aa — ; 


1 this be the Fad of the Latte,” fi My 


mn Soul, come not Thou into their Vobes! Un- 
* 384 | - +66 to 


11 r See a valuable Poem, intitled The Grave. 
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W «© to their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not 
Thou united !”—How awfully e 
is that Prediction of inſpired Wiſdom ! Sin, 
though ſeemingly ſweet in the Commiſſion; yet 
at the laſt, it bitet like a Serpent, and flingeth like 
an Adder.—Fly therefore from the Tents; O! 
W fly from the Ways, of ſuch wretched Men. 
Hare Diſſolution! were this the Period of 
their Woes: But, alaſs! all theſe Tribulations, 
are only © the Beginning of Sorrous; a {mall 
Drop only from that Cup of Trembling,” 
i which is mingled for their future Portion.— 
No ſooner has the laſt Pang diſlodged their re- 
luctant Souls, but they are hurried into the 
Preſence of an injured angry Go D. Not un- 
der the conducting Care of beneficent Angels, 
but expoſed to the Inſults of accurſed Spirits; 
vho lately tempted them, now upbraid them, 
| and. will for ever torment them. Who can 
imagine their Confuſion and Diſtreſs; when 
they ſtand, guilty and inexcuſable, before their 
incenſed Creator? They are received with 
Frowns. The G o »:that made them, has no 
Mercy on them“. The Prince of Peace, re- 
jects them with Abhorrence. He conſigns them 
over to Chains of Darkneſs, and Receptacles 
of Deſpair; againſt the ſeverer Doom, and 
more ee OE of the Great Day. --Then, 
«MP 


* Iſa. xxvii. 11. 
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all the Vials of Wrath, will be emptied upon 
theſe wretched Creatures. The Law they have 
violated, and the Goſpel they have lighted. 
the Power they have defied, and the Goodnel; 
they have abuſed; will all get themſelves Ho- 
nour in their exemplary Deſtruction. Then, 
God, the Gop to whom Vengeance belongetb, 
will draw the Arrow to the very Head, and ſe 
them as the Mark of his inexorable Difpleaſure, 
© ResurRRECTION will be no Privilege to them; 
but Immortality itſelf, their everlaſting. Curt, 0 
Would they not bleſs the Grave,“ that Land n 
* where all Things are forgotten; and wiſh o WF 
lie eternally hid, in its deepeſt Gloom? But, the 0 
Duſt refuſes, to conceal their Perſons ; or to draw 
a Veil over their Practices. They alſo muſt awake; 
muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the Bar; and meet 
the Judge. A Judge, before whom“ the Pillars 
of Heaventremble, and the Earth melts away. 
A Judge, once long - ſuffering, and very com- 
paſſionate; but now unalterably determined, to 
teach ſtubborn Offenders What it is, to pro- 
_ wvoke the Omnipotent Godhead: what it is, to 
trample upon the Blood of his Son: and of- 
fer Deſpite to all che e Overtures of his 
S 
O] Tag Perplexity che Diſtradion! that 
muſt ſeize the impenitent Rebels, when they are 
ſummoned to the great Tribunal !—What will 
* do, i in that 7 of levere Viſitation ? 8 
5 ay 
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Day of final Deciſion? Where? How? 


Whence, can they find Help? To which of 
the Saints will they turn? Whither betake them- 


celves, for Shelter or for Succour?—Alaſs! tis 
all in vain; tis all too late. Friends and Ac- 


quaintance know them no more. Men and 


Angels abandon them, to their approaching 


Doom. Even the Mediator, the ME DIATOR 
himſelf; deſerts them in this dreadful Hour. 
To y, will berimpracticable: to juſtify . 


| ſelves; ſtill more impoſſible: and now, to 
eee Supplications, utterly unavailable. 


BEHOU D! the Books are opened. The Se. 


creis of all Hearts are diſcloſed. The hidden 


Things of Darkneſs are brought to Light. How 
empty, how ineffectual row, are all thoſe refin- 


E Artifices ; with which: Hypocrites impoſed 


upon their Fellow-creatures, and preſerved a 
Character in the Sight of Men! The jealous 
G0 b, Who has been about their Path, and 
about their Bed, and ſpied out all their Ways, 


ſets before them the Things that they have done. 


They cannot anſwer him one in a Thouſand, 

nor ſtand in the awful Judgment. The Heavens 
reveal their Iniquities, and the Earth riſes up 
againſt him. They are ſheechleſs with Guilt, 
and ſigmalized with Infamy, before all the Ar- 


mies of the Sky, and all the Nations of the Re- 


dee —What a Favour would . ieem 
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it; to hide their aſhamed Heads, in the Bottom 
| of the Ocean; or even to be buried, beneath the 
Ruins of the tottering World! 
Ix the Contempt, poured upon them, be ain 
infubpartable; ; how will their Hearts endure 
when the Sword of infinite Indignation is un- 
ſheathed ; and fiercely waved, around their de- 
fenceleſs Heads; or pointed directly, at their 
naked Breaſts? How muſt the Wretches ſcream 
with wild Amazement, and rend the very Hea- 
vens with their Cries; when the right- aiming 
T hunderbolts go abroad! G abroad, with a 
dreadful Commiſſion, to drive them from the 
Kingdoms of Glory; and plunge them not 
into the Sorrows of a Moment, or the Tortures 
of an Hour—but into all the reſtleſs Agonies, 
of unquenchable Fire, andeverlaſting Deſpair“. 
MISERNY of Miſeries! too ſhocking for 
Reflection to dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to 
foreſee; and that at a Diſtance ; together with 
ſome comfortable ExpeQation of eſcaping it 
O! how bitter, inconceivably bitter, to bear ; 
without any Intermiſſion; or any Mitigation; 
through hopeleſs and eccinial Ages! 
Wuo has any Bowels of Pity ?—Who has 
any Sentiments of Compathon! Who has w 
tender 


9 . of Sorrow, doleful Shades; where Peace 
And Reſt can never dwell ; Hope never comes, 
That comes to All: but Torture without End 
Still urges, and a fiery Deluge, fed 
With n Sulphur unconſum d. Mirr. 
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tender Concern for his Fellow-creatures ? Who? 


In God's Name, and for Currs7's Sake, let 
Him ſhew it; by warning every Man, and be- 


. ſeeching every Man, to ſeek the Lorp while 
He may be found : To throw down the Arms 
? of Rebellion, before the Act of Indemnity ex- 


pires; Submiſſively to adore the Lamb, while 
he holds out the golden Sceptre. Here, let us 
act the friendly Part to Mankind. Here, let 


che whole Force of our Benevolentt exert itſelf: 


in exhorting Relations, Acquaintance, Neigh- 
bours, whomſoever we may probably influ- 
ence, to take the Wings of Faith unfeigned; of 
Repentance undelayed ; wg flee Way 1 from- 
this Wrath'to come. 

UroN the Whole; hk ftapendous Dif: 
coder are theſe! Lay them up in a faithful 
Remembrance, O my Soul. Retollect them, 
with the moſt ſerious Attention; when thou 
lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. When 
thou walkeſt, receive them for thy Companions, 43 
when thou talkeſt, liſten to them as th 
Prompters'; and whatever thou doeſt, conſu 
them as thy Direclors. Influenced by theſe 
Conſiderations, thy Views will greaten; thy 
Affections be e and thou thyſelf raiſed 
above the tantalizing Power of periſhing 
Things. Duly mindful of theſe, it will be the 
Sum of thy Defires, and the Scope of thy En- 
Keane ed gain the Approbation of that So- 
8 | 2 vereign 
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vereign Being, who will then fill the Throne 


and pronounce the , deciſive. Sentence. Thou 


wilt ſee nothing worth a Wiſh*, in Compari- 
ſon of having his Will for thy Rule; his Glo- 
ry for thy Aim; and his Holy Spirit for thy 
ever actuating Principle. 

WONDER, O Man; be loſt in Crain: 
at thoſe prodigious Events, which are, coming 
upon the Univerſe. Eveuts, the Greatneſs of 
which, nothing. finite. can meaſure. Such, ET: 
will cauſe whatever is conſiderable. or moment- 
ous in the- Annals of all Generations, to {ink 
into Littleneſs and N othing. Events (JE Sus 
prepare us, for their Approach; defend us, 
when they take Place !) big with the everlaſt- 
ing Fates, of all the Living, and all the Dead. 
—[ muſt ſee. the Graves cleaving;. the Sea 
teeming ; Q and Swarms unſuſpecled, Crouds 
unnumbered, yea, Multitudes of throng ing 
Nations, riſing ſrom both. — ] muſt ſee the 
World in Flames; muſt ſland at the Diſſolu- 
tion of all erreſtrial Things; and be an Atten- 

dant on the Burial, of Nature. —1 mult ſee the 
vaſt Expanſe of the Sky, wrapt up like a Scroll; 
Re the, incarnate Gon, iſſuing forth from 
Light inacceſſible, with ten thouſand Times ten 
mouknd An gels tO] judge, both Mer and 121 


* 8 Day of Dread, Deciſion! LAY Def air! 
At Thought“ of Thee,” each ſublunary Wilk 

Lets go its eager Graſp, and an the World. 

79) = Night Thoughts 
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AM ONG THE TOM BS. tor 
I muſt ſee the Curtain of Time drop; ſee all 


Eternity, diſcloſed to View; and enter upon a 


State of Being, that will never, never, have an End. 
Ap ought I not (let the vaineſt Imaginati- 
on determine; ought I not) to try the Sincerity 
of my Faith, and take Heed tomy Ways? Is 
there an Inquiry; is there a Care; of greater, 
of equal, of comparable Importance? is not 
this an infinitely preſſing Call, to ſee that my 
Loins are girded about; my Lamp trimmed; 


and myſelf dreſſed for the Bridegroom's Ap- 
pearance? That, waſhed in the Fountain open- 
ed in my Saviour's Side, and clad with the Mar- 


riage Garment wove by his Obedience; I may 
be foundin Peace, unblameable, and unre- 


proveable.—Otherwiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with 
Boldneſs ; when the Stars of Heaven fall from 


their Orbs! ? How ſhall I come forth erect and 


COUTageous ; 7 when the Earth itſelf reels to and fro 


like a Drunkard*? Ho ſhall look up with Joy, 


and ſee my Salvation drawing nigh; when the 
Hearts of Millions and Millions fail for Fear? 
Now, Madam, leſt my Meditations ſet in a 


Cloud; and leave any unpleaſing Gloom upon 


yourMind; let me once more turn to the brighten- 
ing Proſpectr of the Righteous. A View of Them, 
ih their delightful Expectations, may ſerve to 


nd 


exhilarate the Thoughts; which have been 


muſing 15 ee Subjekts, and hover- 


* Iſa. xxiv. 20. 
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102 MEDITATIONS _ 
ing about the Edges'of infernal Darkneſs. Juſt 
as a {ſpacious Field, arrayed in chearful Green, 
d.remvigorates, the Eye; which has 
fatigue itlelf by poring upon ſome minute, or 
gazing upon ſome glaring Object. mig at 
Tux Righteous ſeem to lie by, in the Boſom 
of the Earth, as a wary Pilot in ſome well-ſhel- 
tered Qreek till all the Storms, which infeſt 
chis lower World, are blown. over. Here they 
enjoy ſaſe Anchorage; are in no Danger of 
ee amidſt the Waves of prevailin g Ini- 
quity; or of being ſripwrecked, on the Rocks 
of any powerful Temptation. But, ere long, 
ve ſhall beholdthem hoiſting their flag of Hope; 
riding before a ſweet Gale of atoning Merit, and 
redteming Love; till they make, with all the 
Sails of an alſured Faith, the bleſſed Port of 
cternal Life. 5 O ec 
Tx, may the hanpared Friend, to whom 
Lamwniting; rich in good Works; rich in hea- 
venly Tempers; but inex preſſibly richer in her 
3 s Righteouſneſs -O] may ſhe enter the 
Harbour, like a gallant e Veſſel; returned 
ſucceſsful and victorious from ſome grand Ex- 
pedition; with Acclamations, Honour, and 
Joy! While my lietle Bark, attendant on the 
Solemnity, and a Partaker of the Triumph. 
glides humbly aſter: and both reſt together in 
the Haven the wiſh'd for, bliſsful. Ne , of 
Þ 855 N and reer Nepal r 
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THE CON TEMES 


3 MAIL on the Summit of a Hill, —The ad-. 


A vancing Night withdraws the rural Proſ- 
bell; opens the Beauties of the Sky, 11 1—FPFrag- 


Lance of the blooming Beans, 112—The 
Heavens a noble Field for the Diſplay of 


8 of the Divine Perfections, 114 - olly of Fudi- 
W cal Aſtrology; right Uſe of contemplating the 
Stars, 115 —A Sketch of the moſt remarkable 
E Diſcoveries of our modern Aflronomy, 1 1 6—Re- 
ligion and neceſſary Buſineſs ; Religion, and in- 


; nocent Pleaſure; as conſiſtent as the annual and 
8 diurnal Motions of the Earth, 119 —T he Sun, 


its enormous Size, 121—Stars, the Centres of 
8 S1/tems ; their inconceivable Diſtance, 123— 
Omer Skies furniſhed with other Stars, 124— 

The Greatneſs of the Creator, 126—T he prece- 
| ding Obſervations inculcate Humility, 127 — 
Shew the Littleneſs of terreſtrial Things, ibid 


| The ſtupendous Condeſcenſion of GOD, in his 
| gractous Regards to the Children of Men, 129— 
The prodigious Heniouſneſs of human Guilt, 133 


—The Richneſs of CHRIST 's Atonement, and 


its complete Sufficiency far the moſt deplorable 


Caſes of Sin and Miſery 1 35—The Power of 
GOD 
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60 manifeſted in the Starry Heavens ; this the 
Cithi/tian's conſtant Safeguard, and ſure Reſource 
131 =The miſerable Condition of the Ungodh), 
who have Omntpotence fortheir Enemy, 1 46—The 
unwearied, Patience of this Almighty Being, 149 
Ie Wiſdom f GOD, deſplaxed in the Skies: 
Stumiſſi wn e hits Diſpenſations, even wien they 
feem maſt ſrouming and ſeuere all ſpring . 
Love, and will terminate in Good, 150 — 1e 
Goodneſs f GOD,” diffuſed through the vaſi 
Syſtem of created Things; ; but far more illuſtri- 
ouſly exemplified in the Work of Redemption; the 
the former. View giues a moſt amiable, the latter a 
he; ſeflly raviſhing, Idea of the Divine Beneficence, 
157 —The Parity of GOD, faintly repreſented 
by the unſpolted Firmament; the Defilement of 
fe inful Man; the immaculate Excellence of ht: 
Surety; 1631 he unmeaſurable Dimenſions of 
the Sky; -the greater Exent of the Divine Bount) 
and Mercy; the laſt of theſe Subjects, being ſo pe- 
cut] comfortable to Sinners, conſidered ſome- 
what copiouſly, 17 1— What ſuſtains the Arch of 


Heaven, and ſupports the Globes it contains ; the 


ſame inviſible Hand upholds the Chriſlian in his 


Courſe, 181—The Faithfulneſs of GOD pour- 
trayed, in the Stability of the heavenly: Bodies, 
and Perpetuity of therr Motions; tſie Unreaſon- 
avleneſs of our Unbeltef ; Motives to an aſſured 


Thill, 187 —Various Altributes , the Divine 


| Nature appear, with a glimmering Light, in 
. n the 


— 
- 


F Ear I ed. ai.; 


n 


- Tut CONT-E.N.T S. cix 


the celeſtial Luminaries; all” ſhine, forth; avith the 
fulleſt, Lufire, in CHRIST FESUS...19.1—The\ Dig+ 
nity. of Prayer, and Happineſs of having GOD for 
our. Portion, 197 —T he horrible Ingratitude, and 
deſtructive Perverſeneſs, of Living without GOD in the 
= World; 200 -The rolling Worlds on high, punc- 
W tually bedient to their Makers Orders; are @ Pattern, 
in this reſpect, and a Provocative to the rational Crea- 
tion, ao - The gradual, Appearance:of Stars; and 


pbrogreſſive State of a true. Conuerſion, 211 —The 


J Multitude of Stars; eſpecially in the Galaxy ; the more 


attentively ſurveyed, the greater Number diſcovered; 


8 this applied to the unſearchable Treaſures of Wiſdom 
in the Scriptures, of Merit in CHRIST, f Bliſs in 
= Heaven, 212—The celeſtial Bodies diſpoſed in ſuck a 
| Manner, as to be delightful and ſerviceable to Man; 
adorn his Abode, and meaſure his Time; a ſilent 
Admonition this, to improve the Talent, 116 - Bright. 
neſs of the Stars; Encouragement to Fidelity in the 
Miniſterial Office, 219—Polar Star; its invariable 
Situation; Guide to the ancient Mariners; ſuch the 
Word of GOD: to our Souls; Perſuaſive to follow its 


unerring Diflates, 220—Pariety in the Magnitude, 


and Splendor of the Stars; different Degrees in the 
World of Glory; yet all the Bleſſed completly happy, 
222—Projettion and Attradlion, the grand Principles 
that actuate the Planetary' Syſtem ; Faith and Love 


here much the ſame Proportion, in the Oeconomy of 


Chriſtianity, 2 25 - The admirable Effeds, and exten- 
fwe Influences, of Attraction; the Agency of the HOLY 
GHOST' on the human Mind, .228—Vaſt Gradation 
in the, Scale of, beings; all are Objeas of the Divine 
Care, and full of the Divine Preſence, 231—The ſur- 
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cx Tus CONTENTS. 
paſſing Worth of an immortal Soul; a Solicitude for 
its final Welfare urged 238—An unthinking View 
of the Skies is affecting; much more a rational and 
devout one, 241—T he Scantmneſs of our Knowledge, 
with regard lo the celeſtial Bodies; after all our Search, 
they are Objetts of Admiration, rather than of Science; 
Exhortation to ſuch Purſuits, as are of eaſy Attainment, 
and will be of everlaſting Advantage, 243—Short 
Recapitulation of the Whole; and an Hymn of Praiſe, 
ſuited to the Occaſion, 247. | 


VN. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an un- 
learned Reader, that Aſtronomers ſhould ſpeak 
ſuch amazing Things; and ſpeak them with ſuch - 
an Air of Aſſurance; concerning the Diſtances 
and Magnitudes ; the Motions and Relations, of 
the heavenly Bodies. I would deſire ſuch a Per- 
ſon to conſider the Caſe of Ecrirszs, and with 
what Exafineſs they are calculated. The inſtant 
of their beginning, and the Time of their continu- 
_ ance, aſſigned; aſſigned, almoſt to the Nicety of a 
Moment, and, what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, for 
the Space of hundreds or thouſands of Years to 
come. —As this is a Matter of Fa#, abſolutely 
indiſputable; it is alfo a very obvious, yet ſolid 
Demonſtration, that the Principles of Science, on 
which thoſe Calculations proceed, are not mere 
ConjeQure, or precarious Suppoſition only; but 
| have a real a certain Foundation, in the Nature 
and Conſtitution of Things. 
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I bol upon the Peofare; NG we + Ws na D as one 
= of the moſt innocent Delights i in human Life. 4 Garden 
was the Habitation of our Juſt Parents before the Fall. I. 

is naturally apt to fill the Mind with Calmneſs and Trans 

quillity, and to lay all its turbulent Paſſions at Reſt. It. | 

gives us a great Inſight into the Contrivance and Wiſdom/ f 

Providence, and ſuggeſts innumerable c doe | | 

Meditation. 90 


Spe Vol. VII, No. m. | 
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[FLOWER-GARDEN. 


Tm! a Larrzs 3 a abr 


MAD AM, 
OME Time ago, my Meditations 1001 | 
8 a Turn among the Tombs. They viſited 
the awful and melancholy Manſions of 
the Dead“; and you, was pleaſed to favour 
them with your Attention. May I, now, beg 
the Honour of your Company, m a more 1n- 


viting and a pic Excurſion! ? In a beautiful 
Flower- 


Ep [Diſcourſes on the Vanity of the G which 

** repreſent the Barrenneſs ofevery Thing in this World, 
and its Incapacity of producing any ſolid or ſubſtan- 
„tial Happineſs, are uſeful.—Thoſe Speculations alſo, 
** which ſhew the bright: Side of ee and lay che 
1 286 t Ole 


110 REFLCTIONS ON 4 
Flower-Garden : where I lately walked, and at 
once regaled the Senſe, and indulged the F ancy. 
IT was early in a Summer Morning. When 
the Air was cold; the Earth moiſt; the whole 
Face of the Creation freſh and gay. The noiſy 
World was ſcarce awake. Buſineſs had not quite 
ſhook off his ſound Sleep; and Riot had but 
juſt reclined his giddy Head. All was ſerene: All 
was ſtill: Every Thing tended to inſpire Tran— 
quillity of Mind, and invite to ſerious Thought, 
ONLy the wakeful Lark had left her Neſt, 
and was mounting on high, to ſalute the open- 
ing Day. Elevated in Air, ſhe ſeemed to call 
the laborious Huſbandman to his Toil, andall 
her Fellow-Songſters' to their Notes. —Earlicſt 
of Birds, ſaid I, Companion of the Dawn, may 
1 riſe at thy Voice ! Riſe, to offer the 

Mattin-Song; and adorethat beneficent Being, 
* who maketh the, Out-goings of the Morning 
* and Evening to rejoice” “. 

How charming to rove abroad, at this 
ſweet Hour of Prime! To enjoy the Calm of 
Nature, to tread the dewy Lawns; and taſte the 
unrifled Freſhneſs of the Ai, 

- Sweet is the Breath of Morn, her riſing Sweet, 

With Charm of earlieſt Birds. What 


e thoſe innocent Entertainments, which are to be met 
** with among the ſeveral Objects that encompaſs us, 
are no leſs beneficial. * Spe#. Vol. V. No. 393. Up" 
tie Han of "theſe Obſeroations, the preceding and following 
Ręſtections are formed. 1 


15 


FLOWER-GARDEN. un 


| What a Pleaſure do the Sons of Sloth loſe? 


Little, ah! little is the Sluggard ſenſible, how 
delicious an Entertainment he foregoes, for the 


| pooreſt! of all animal Gratifications“. 


TAE Greyneſs of the Dawn decays gradual- 


: ly. Abundance of ruddy Streaks tinge. the 


Fleeces of the Firmament. Till, at length, the 
dappled Aſpect of the Eaſt is loſt, in one ardent 
and boundleſs Bluſn.— Is it the Surmiſe of 
Imagination, or do the Skies really redden with 
Shame; to ſee fo many ſupinely ſtretched, on 
cheir drowſy Pillows ?—Shall Man be loſt, in 
luxurious Faſe ? Shall Man waſte theſe preci- 
ous Hours, in idle Slumbers? While the vi— 


gorous Sun is up, and going on his Maker's 
Errand? While all the feathered Choir are 


| hymning tlie Creator, and paying their Homage 
in eee No. Let Him heighten the 


Nelody 

* See ! how Revelation and Reaſon, 1 Fe 

and the Claſſics, unanimouſly exhort to this moſt bene- 

ficial Practice. They both invite us to early Riſing, by 

the moſt engaging / Motives, and the mot NY Ow 
preſentations. _ ” 


Come, my Beloved, 1 us go forth into the Fi ala et 2 
bigs in the Villages. Let us get up early to the Vineyards; : 
let us ſee if the Vine flouriſh, whether the tender Grape ap- 
fear, and the Pomegranates bud forth. Cant. vii. 11, 13. 


Luciferi primo cum Sidere, frigida Rura 
CLarbamus : dum mane novum, dum Gramina canent, 
Ee Ros in tenera Frcori 87 at! im mus s Herb eſt. 

VIA G. Georg, III. 


112 REFLECTIONS ON 4 


Melody of the tuneful Tribes, by adding the 
rational-Strains of Devotion.” Let Him i improve 
the fragrant Oblations of Nature, by mingling, 
with the riſing Odouts, the mote refined Breath 
a iy 

T Is natural for Man to lock pwikd; to 
throw his firſt Glance 94 8875 the 8 chat 


are above Him. 


Strait towards Heav'n my . ring Eyes I turn'd, 
And, gar d awhile the ample Sxv. 


" PkoDr1c10Vvs Theatre! Where Fiero 
dan their Fire, and Thunders uttertheir Voice, 
Where Tempeſts ſpend their Rage, and Worlds 
unnumbered roll at large!—O the Greatneſs 

of that mighty Hand; which meteth out this 
amazing Oftcurſerence, with a Span! O the 
Immenſityofthat wonderful Being; before whom 
this unmeaſurable Extent, is no more than a 
Point And O (thou pleaſing Thought!) the 
unſearchable Riches of that Mercy, which is 
greater than the Heavens* ! Is more enlarged and 
extenſive, in its gracious Exerciſe; than thele 
illimitable Tracts of Air, and Sea, and Firma- 
ment! Which pardons Crimes of the moſt enor- 
mous Size, and the moſt horrid Aggravations; 
pardons them, in C onſideration of theRedeemer's 
Atonement, with perfect Freeneſs, and the utmoſt 
SI Mare b 1 ir were poſſible, 

ist ust 1 than 


3 E p74 * * Plat, phi 2g 4. 


FLO WER-G ARDEN. 113 


| thanthis all- - ſurrounding Expanſe admits, with- 


in its Circuit, a Ridge of Mountains, or even a 


Grain of Sand. 


Co ux hither, then, ye awakentd, being 
Sinners. Come“, weary and heavy-laden with 


a Senſe of your Iniquities. _ Condemn your- 
ſelves. Refiounce all Reliance on any thing of 


your own. Let your Truſt be in the tender Mer- 
cy of G 0 2 for Ever and Ever. 
Vol. I. IL. eln 


The * which celine, are r admixably 1 | 
ol the Spirit and Practice, hinted above. In them De- 


fire pants ; Prayer wreſiles ; and Faith, as it were, graſþs 
the Prize. — I take Leave to tranſplant them into this 


Place; and I could wiſh them a better, a more conſpi- 


cuous Situation, than either their new or their native Soil. 
Their native Soil, is no other than The Lamentation of a 
Sinner, written by Mr. Sternhold. Notwithſtanding the 
unpromiſing Genius of the Performance, I think, "We 
may challenge the greateſt Maſters, to produce any thing 


more ſpirited and importunate; more full of Nature, or 


more fluſhed with Life. 


Mercy, good LORD, Mercy I crave ; 
This is the. total Sum; | 

For Mercy, LORD, is all my Sur; 
LORD, let thy Mercy come. | 


The ſhort Sentences Not a ſingle en The 
frequent Repetition of the Divine Name The almoft 
inceſſant Reiteration of the Bleſſing, ſo paſſionately de- 
fired, and inexpreſſibly needed. —This is the genuine 
Language of Ardor ; theſe are Beauties obvious to eve 


Eye; and cannot fail, either to pleaſe the judicious Taſte, 


or to edify the gracious Heart, 
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bers of the Eaſt. See! the Clouds, like floating 
Curtains, are thrown back at his Approach. 


Light, through the Univerſe Is there a Scene, 
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In them hath he fet a Tabernacle for the Suns. 
— Behold him coming forth, from the Cham. 


With what refulgent Majeſly does he walk 
abroad! Ho tranſcendently bright is his 
Countenance; ſhedding Day, and inexhauſtible 


though finiſhed by the moſt elaborate and 
coſtly Refinements of Art, comparable to theſe 
illuſtrious Solemnities of in 5 
Before theſe, all the ſtudied Pageantry of the o 
Theatre; the glittering Oeconomy of an Al. 


Fed ſembly or even the heightened Ornaments WE b 
of a Royal Palace; hide their diminiſhed b. 
Heads, and ſhrink into nothing.“ —I have ” 
read of a Perſon, ſo ſtruck with che Splendors fu 
ofthis noble Luminary; that he imagined him- WF 
{elf made on Purpoſe to contemplate its Glo- 
Ties. O! that Chriſtians would adopt his Per- * 
ſuaſion, and transfer it to the Sun of Righteou/- f 
neſs! Thus applied. it would ceaſe to be a chi- P 
merical Notion, and become a moſt important P 
Truth. For fel am, it is the ſupreme Happineſs t 
of the eternal State; and therefore may well be \ 
the ruling Concern of this' preſent Life; 7 ( 


know the only true GOD, and FES US D 
Rn whom he hath Jes — Nor do! 


land j 


* Pal. xix. 4. 


gand alone in this Opinion. The very beſt 
judge of whatſoever is valuable in Science, or 


perlective of our Nature; a Judge, ho formed 


his Taſte on the Maxims of Paradiſe, and re- 
ceived the Finiſhings of his Education in 
E the third Heavens; this Judge, determines to 
8 know nothing but F ESUS CHRIST, and 
Him crucified. He poſſeſſed, in his own Perſon, 
| the fineſt, the molt admired Accompliſhments 7 


yet pronounces them no better than Dung. in 
Compariſon of the“ ſuper-eminent Excellency 


8 of this ſaving Knowledge. 


MEeTHiN ks, I diſcern a thouſand admira- 
ble Properties in the Sun. "Tis, certainly, the 


beſt material Emblem of the Creator. There is 
more of Go in its Luſtre, Energy, and Uſe- 


fulneſs, than in any other viſible Being. To 


worſhip it as a Deity, was the leaſt inexcuſable 


of all the Heathen Idolatries. One ſcarce can 
wonder, that fallen Reaſon ſhould miſtake ſo 
fair a Copy, for the adorable Original. No Com- 
pariſon, in che whole Book of ſacred Wiſdom, 
pleaſes me more, than that which reſembles 
the bleſſed Ixs us, to yonder Regent of the Dayt. 
Who now advances on his azure Road, to ſcat- 
ter Light and diſpenſe Gladneſs through the 
Nations. ar 1 n 
lich paſſeth Knowledge.] Phil, iii. 7 

+ Unio you, that fear my Name, ſhall the Sun of, Righte- 
ouſneſs ariſe, with Healing in his Wings, Mal. iv. 2. 


s. 
* 
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Wu ar were all the Realms, of the World 
but a Dungeon of Darkneſs, without the Beams 
of the Sun? —All their fine Scenes, hid from 
our View: loſt in Obſcurity.— In vain, we roll 
around our Eyes, in the Midnight Gloom. In 
vain, we ſtrive to behold the Features of amia- 
ble Natute. Turn whither we will, no Form 
or Comelineſs appears. All ſeems a drear 
Waſte; an undiſtinguiſhed Chaos. Till the 
returning Hours, have unbarred the Gates of 
Light, and let forth the Morn.-— Then, what a 
Proſpect opens! The Heavens are paved with h 
Azure, and ſtrewed with Roſes. A Variety of te 
the livelieſt Verdures array the Plains. The n 
Flowers put om a Glow of the richeſt Colours. 
The whole Creation flands forth, dreſſed in 
all the Charms of Beauty. The raviſhed Eye 
looks round, and wonders __ 1 
Ap what had been the Condition of our 
intellectual Nature, without the great Redeem- 
er, and his Divine Revelation? — Alaſs! what 
abſurd and unworthy Apprehenſions, did the 
Pagan Sages form of Gop! What idle Dreams, 
What childiſh ConjeQures, were their Doc- 
trines of a future State !-—How: did the Bulk, 
even of that favoured Nation, the Zeros, weary 
themſelves in very Vanity, to obtain Peace and 
Reconciliation with their offended IEHOVAU 
Till Jzsvs aroſe upon our benighted Minds, « 


and brought Life and Immortality to light: 


till 


till HE aroſe , to enlighten the-wretched Gentiles, 
and to be the Glory of his People Iſrael. - 
Now we no longer cry out, with a reſtleſs 


. Impatience, Where is G O my Maker? For 
we are allowed to contemplate the Brightneſs: of 


+ his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
m in the Face of FESUS CHRIST. Now, 

ry uu“e no longer i inquire, with an unſatisfied Soli- 
he citude, Which is the Way to Bliſs?“ Becauſe 
of : Jesus has marked the Path, by his ſhining 


Example; and left as an unerring Clue, in his 
holy Wofd.-—Now, we have no more Reaſon 
to proceed with miſgiving Hearts, in our Jour- 
ney to Eternity; or to aſk anxiouſly, as we go; 
Who will roll away the Stone, and open the 
E © everlaſting Doors? Who will remove the 


the Delights of Paradiſe ?” For it is done, 
All done, by the Captain whe our Salvation; Sin 
he has exprated, by 

at of Himſelf. The Law he has fulfilled,: by his 
he perfect Obedience. The Sinner he transforms, 
15, by his ſanctifying Se1r1T.—lIn a Word; He 
C- WH hath both preſented us with a clear Diſcovery, 
k, of good Things to come; and adminiſtered to 


ry us an abundant Entrance, into the: nal, Epox 
1d ment of them. 1 Rö 279) 
* WHENEVER, tlierefore; we - bleſs God ſoa the | 
Is, WW circling Seaſons, and revolving Day; let us 
it; adote, thankfully adore Him, for the more pre- 


cious 


ill ; x 


« flaming Sword, and en us Admiſſion into 


the unblemiſhed Sacrifice 
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cious Appearance of che Sun of Righteouſneſs 
and his glorious Goſpel. Without which, we 
ſhould have been groping, even to this Hour 
in ſpiritual Darkneſs, and the Shadow of 
Death. Without which, we muſt have wan- 
dered in a Maze of inextricable Uncertaintics; 
and have ſtumbled upon the dark Moun- 
* tains” of Error, till we fell 1 into the patemleſs 
Pit of Perdition. _ 

WITHOUT that gina] enlivening Prin- 
ciple, What were this Earth, but a' lifeleſs 
Maſs? A rude Lump of inadive Matter? The 
Trees could never break forth into Leaves, nor 
the Plants ſpring up into Flowers. We {ſhould 
no more behold the Meadows, mantled over 

with Green ; nor the Valleys, ſtanding thick 
with Corn. Or, to ſpeak in the beautiful Lan- 

guage of a Prophet; : No longer would the Fig- 
tree bloſſom, nor Fruit be in the Vine: The La- 
bour of the Olive would fail, and the Fields could 
yield no Meat: The Flocks muſt be cut off from 
te Fold, and there would be no Herd in the Stalls. 
ze Sun darts its Beams among all the 
Vegetable Tribes; and paints the Spring, and 
enriches 'the Autumn. This pierces to the 
Roots of the Vineyard and the Orchard; and 
ſets afloat thoſe fermenting Juices, which at 
length burſt into Floods of Wine, or bend the 


E 3 es e a mellow Load, Nor are its 


Favours 


* Hab. iii. 17. 
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Ffavours confined to the Upper Regions; but 


diſtributed unto the deepeſt Receſſes of Creati- 
on, It penetrates the Beds of Metal, and finds 
its Way to the Place of the Sapphires. It 
tinfures the Seeds of Gold, that are ripening 
into Ore; and throws a Brilliancy into the 
Water af the Diamond, that is hardening on 
its Rock. In ſhort; the beneficial Agency of 


E this magnificent Luminary, is inexpreſſible. 


It heauliſies, and impregnatcs, univerſal Na- 
ture. There is nothing hid from the Heat 


(thereof, | 


JusT in the ſame Manner, were the rational 
World dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, without 


the reviving Energy of JESuSs CHRIST. He is 
the Reſurrection and the Life:“ The over- 
flowing Fountain of che one, and the all- 
powerful Cauſe of the other. The ſecond 
Adam is a quickening Spirit, and all his Saints 
| live through Him. He ſhines upon their At- 


fections; and they ſhoot forth into Heavenly 


Graces, and abound in the Fruits of Righte- 


ouſneſs. Faith unfeigned, and Love undiſ- 


ſembled, thoſe nobleſt Productions of the re- 


ne wed Nature, are the Effect of his Oper ation 
on the Mind. Not ſo much as one divine 


| Diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one Chriſ- 


tian Habit unfold and flouriſh, without the 
kindly Influences of his Grace, 4 [7 
ENCORE DL: ITR-3 


„ 
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As there is no Fruitfulneſs, ſo likewiſe no 
_ Chearfulnefs*, without the Sun.—When that 
auſpicious Sovereign of the Day, diffuſes the 
Mildnefs of his morning Splendor, He creates 
an univerſal Feſtival. Millions of glittering 
Inſects awake into Exiſtence, and baſk in his 
Rays. The Birds ſtart from their Slumbers, 
and pour their delighted Souls, in Harmony, 
'The Flocks. with bleating Accents, hail the 
welcome Bleſſing. The Valleysring with rural 
Muſic; the Hills echo back the artleſs Strains, 
All that is vocal, joins in the general Choir: 
All that has Breath, exults in the chearing 
Influence. —Whereas; was that radiant” Orh 
extinguiſhed, a aeenious Gloom would en- 
ſue, and Horror inſupportable. Nay; let it 


only be eclipſed for a few Minutes; and all 


Nature aſſumes an Air of Sadneſs. The Hea- 
vens are wrapt in Sables, and put on a kind 
of Mourning. The moſt ſprightly Animals 
hang down their dejected Heads. The Song- 
ſters of the Grove are ſtruck dumb. Howl- 
ing Beaſts 'roam abroad for Prey : Ominous 
Birds come forth and ſcreech : The Heart of 
Man fails, ora pc Fong ſeizes the fore- 

boding 


+ « The "A which is as the WR Soul of the Uni- 
«6 verſe, and produces all the Neceſſaries of Life, has a 
particular Influence in chearing the Mind of Man, 


and making the Heart glad. Spell. Vol. V. No. 
387. 


and thereby impart 
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boding Mind. —So, when CurisT hides away 
his Face; when Faith loſes Sight of that Con- 


folation of Iſrael; how gloomy are the Proſ- 
pes of the Soul! Our Gor ſeems to be a 


N conſuming Fire, and our Sins cry loudly for 
vengeance. The Thoughts bleed inwardly; 


the Chriſtian walks heavily. All without * 


irkſome; all within is diſconſolate. Lift up 


then, moſt gracious IE s us, thou nobler: Day- 


E /pring from on high! O life up the Light of 
thy Countenance, upon thy People! Reveal 


the Fulneſs of thy mediatorial Sufficiency; 
make clear our Title to this Cons 5 


2 


What nothing earthly gives, or can 7 roy, | 
The Soul's calm Sun Mine. and the Heart felt 


For. | 
In one Inſtance more, let me ks the Si 
militude. The Sun, I obſerve, pours his Luſtre 


all around,; to every Diſtance, and in every Di- 
rection. Profuſely liberal of his Gifts, He illu- 
minates and chears all the Ends of the Earth. 
and the whole Compaſs of the Skies. The Eaſt 


reddens, with his rifing Radiance; and the 
weſtern Hills, are gilded with his ſtreaming 
Splendors. The chilly Regipns of the North, 
arc cheriſhed ot $ his A ea Wir; while 
e Gor " X98 
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the ſouthern Tracts, glow: with his Fire.— 
Thus, are the Influences of the Sun of Righ- 


_ teouſneſs, diſfuſive and unconſined. The — 


rations of old felt them; and Generations yet 
unborn, will rejoice in them. The Merits of 
his precious Death extended to the firſt, and 
will be propagated to the laſt, : Ages of Man- 
kind. —May they, ere long, viſit the remoteſt 
Climates, and darkeſt Corners of the Earth! 
Command thy Goſpel,” bleſſed JESus, thy 
everlaſting Goſpel, to take the Wings of the 
Morning, and travel with yonder Sun. Let it 
fly upon ſtrong Pinions among every People, 


Nation, and Language. That, where the Heat 


ſcorches, and the Cold freezes, Thou mayeſt be 


knoyyn, confeſſed, and adored! That Strangers 
to thy Name, and Enemies to thy Doctrine, may 


be tian with the Knowledge, and won 
to the Love, of thy Truth! O] may that bell of 
Aras come; that wiſhed for Period advance; 


When All the Ends of the World ſhall remember 


them ſelues, and be turned unto the LORD ; and al 
MeKmndreds of the Nations worſhup before im. 
From the Heavens, we retire to the Earth.— 


Med, the Drops of Dew; like ſo many liquid 
| bon prongs en upon the Eye How. brilliant, 


and 


it 94 15 * Plal. XX11, 27. 


is IE Morn, her roſy Steps in ih" Roller Clime 
8 ſow'd the Earth with orient 8 7 
5 117. 
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and unſullied, is their Luſtre ! How little infe- 


rior to the proud Stone, which irradiates a Mo- 


narch's Crown! They want nothing but Sohdi- 
tyandPermanency; to equal them wich the fineſt 


Treaſures of the Jeweller's Caſket.— Here, it 


muſt be confeſſed, they are greatly deficient; 


ſhort-lived Ornaments ; poſſeſſed of little more, 
than a momentary Radiance. I he Sun that lights 
them up, will ſoon melt them into Air, or ex- 
hale them into Vapours. Within another Hour, 
we may look for their Place, and they ſhall 
be away.” —O! may every good Reſolu- 


tion of mine, and of my Flocks ; may our uni- 


ted Breathings after GO p, not be like theſe 
tranſient Decorations of the Morning ; but like 
the ſubſtantial Glory of the growing Day! 

The one ſhines more and more, with augment- 


ed Splendors; while the other, having glittered 


| gayly for a few Moments diſappear and are loſt. 


H o ſenſibly has this Dew refreſhed the ve- 
getable Kingdoms! The fervent Heat of Yeſter- 
day's Sun, had almoſt parched the Face, and 


exhauſted the Sweets, of Nature. But what a 


ſovereign Reſtorative, are theſe cooling Diſtilla- 


tions of the Night! How they gladden, and in- 
vigorate, the languiſhing Herbs! Sprinkled 
with theſe reviving Drops, their Verdure 
deepens; their Bloom is new fluſhed; their 
Fragrance, faint or intermitted, becomes potent 
and copious.—Thus , does the ever-bleſſed 
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SpIRI revive the drooping troubled Conſcience 
of a Sinner. When that Almighty Comforte 
ſheds his ſweet Influence on the Soul; diſplays 


the all' ſufficient Sacrifice of a 8 Redeem- 


er; and © witneſſes with our Spirit,” that we 
a intereſted in the Saviour, and, by this Means, 
are Children of GOD ; then, what a pleaſing 
Change enſues! Former Anxieties are remem- 

bered no more. Every uneaſy Apprehenſion 
vaniſhes. Soothing Hopes, and delightful Ex. 

pectations, ſucceed. The Countenance drops 
its dejected Mien; the Eyes brighten with a 
lively Cheartulneſs: while the Lips expreſs the 
Heart- felt Satisfaction, in the Language of 
Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody. In 
this Senſe, merciful Go p, be as the Dew unto 
Iſrael! Pour upon them the continual Dew 


of thy Bleſſing.“ And O! let not my Fleece 


be dry, while heavenly Benediction deſcends 
- upon all around. | 

'W a ocannumbertheſe pearly Drops ? They 
hang on every Hedge; they twinklefrom every 
Spray; and.adorn the whole Herbage of the 
Field. Not a Blade of Graſs, not . Leaf 
but wears the watery Pendants. So vaſt is the 
Profuſion, thatit baffles the Arithmetician's Art. 
lere, let the benevolent Mind contemplate 
ard admire that emphatical Scripture; which, 
from this elegant Similitude, deſcribes the I- 
bangs of the Meffiah's Kingdom. The Royal 
1 Prophet, 
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Prophet, ſpeaking of CHRIS T, and foretelling 
the Succels of his Religion, has this remark- 


able Expreſſion“; The Dew of thy Birth is of 


ie Womb of the Morning, (i. e.) As the Morning 
is the Mother of Dews; produces them, as 


it 


* Pſalm xc. [Mrchm mſhtr thlyldik] From the IWomb 


ie Morning, thou haſt the Dew of thy Youth. The moſt 
exact Tranſlation of this difflicult Paſſage is, I appre- 
hend, as follows; Præ rore uteri auroræ, tibi eft ros ju- 
; ventutis;vel brolis tue. The Dew of thy Birth is larger, 
more copious, than the Dew which proceeds from the 
E Womb of the Morning.—l cannot acquieſce in the new 
Veron; becauſe that disjoins the Womb of the Morning, 
from the Deu of thy Birth.. Whereas, they ſeem to have a 
clear Affinity, and a cloſe Connection. The Womb of 
the Morning is, with the utmoſt Pertinency, applied to, 


the Conception and Production of Dews ; agreeably to 


| a delicate Line, in that great Maſter of juſt Deſcription, 
| and lively Painting Mr. Thomſon : | nh IF 


The 'meck-eye'd Morn appears, Mother of Dews, 

i anode 11 TRL 26054 SuuuxR. 
We meet with a fine Expreſſion in the Book of Job, 
which may ſerve to confirm this Remaik; may illuſtrate 
the Propriety of the Phraſe, uſed in this Connection. 
Hath the Rain a Father, or who hath begetlen the 
*© Drops of Dew?“ It ſeems, the Oriental Writers de- 


lighted to reprefent the Dew, as a kind of Birth, as the 


| Offspring of the Morning. And if ſo, ſurely there could 


be no Image in the whole Compaſs of the Univerſe, bet- 
ter adapted to the Pſalmiſt's Purpoſe: or more ſtrongly 
lignificant of thoſe Multitudes of Proſelytes, which were 


of Man, but of GO D; by the powerful Energy of his 
„ e Word 
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it were, from a prolific Womb; and ſcatter 
them, with the moſt laviſh Abundance, over all 


the 


| Word 24 Spirit. Upon this Suppoſition, « whole 
| Verſe deſcribes 


The willing Subjection, 


The gracious Accompliſhments, of Chriſt's Converts t 


And the vaſt Number, 

q. d. In the Day of thy Power, Skew thy need Gol- 
pel ſhall be publiſhed in the World, and accompanied 
with marvellous 'Efhcacy—In that memorable Period, 
Thy People, dilcontinuing the former Oblations, com- 
manded under the Moſaic Law ; ſhall devote themſelves, 
as ſo many living Sacrifices, to thy Honour. Not 
conſtrained by F orce, but harmed with thy Excellency, 
they ſhall come in Volunteers to thy Service, and be free. 
will Offerings in thy Church, —Neither ſhall they be 
empty Vines, or bare Profeſſors; but ſhall walk in 
all the Beauties of Holineſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable 
Fruit, as will adorn the Doctrine they embrace. — What 
is ſtill more deſirable, they ſhall be as numerous, as they 
are willing and holy. Born to Thee in Numbers, im- 
menſe and inconceivable; exceeding even the countlels 
Myriads of Dew- drops, which are begotten by the 
| Night, and iſſue from the Womb of the recent Morn- 

in ys 

fy this Interpretation, the Text, I think; 1s cleared 
of its Obſcurity ; and appears both truly fublime, and 
perietly Juſt. 

May I be pardoned the Digreſſion, and acquitied from 
Prefumption ; if, on this Occaſion, I take leave to ani- 
madveit upon, what ſeems harſh and unnatural, in the 
common Expoſition of the laſt Verſe of this Plalm ? All 
the Commentators (as many, at leaſt as I have conſult- 


<q) inform their Ny That to drink of. the Brook 


55 in 


che 


the Surface of the Earth; So ſhall thy Seed be, 
oO thou everlaſting Father! By the Preaching 


Nor thy Word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable * | 
3 i 


Ins 


all 


in the Way, ſignifies to undergo Sufferings and Death. 
Which, in my Opinion, is a Conſtruction extremely 


ts, forced, and hardly ſapportable : altogether remote from 

the Import of ſuch poetical Forms of Diction, cuſ- 
5 | tomary among the Eaſtern Nations. In thole ſultry, 
ed Climes, nothing could be more welcome to the Traveller 


d, chan a Brook ſtreaming near his Paths. To quench his 


n- WT Thirſt, and lave his Feet, in the cooling Current, was | 
„, cone of the greateſt Refreſhments imaginable, and re- | 
ot animated him to purſue his Journey. For which Reaſon, |: 
„ among others, Brooks are a very favourite Image, with N 
e. WE the inſpired Penmen ; uſed to denote a Situation fertile a 
be and delightful, or a State of Meaſure and Salisfaclion; but i 
in never, that I can recollect, to picture out the contrary: 2 
le Condition of Tribulation and Diftreſs.* 1 ; 
at The Water-floods, indeed, in the ſacred Writings,. | 
ey often repreſent ſome imminent Danger, or grievous ar- 
u- fliction. But then they are not — Inchlym bark |— [+ 


ls | Streams ſo calm, that they keep within their Banks, and 
he | glide quietly by the Traveller's Footſteps ; ſo clear, that 
n- they are fit for the wayfaring Man's Uſe, and invite his 

Lips to a Draught ; both which Notions are plainly 
ed implied in the Text. — They are rather [ mſhbry] 
1d — boiſterous Billows ; burſting over a Ship, or daſhing, FN 
; themſelves, - with dreadful Impetuoſity, upon the TY 
m Shore: Or [{hbry] —ſweeping Inundations ; which | 


i- bear down all before them, and drown. the neighbour- = 
* ing Country. —Beſides, in theſe Inſtances of Horror, 15 
ll | we never find the Word—[yſhth] — He hall drink; 
t- which conyeys a pleaſing Idea, (unleſs when it relates 
ok to a Cup, filled with bitter, intoxicating, or impoiſon- 


in | M 2 | 
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of regenerate Children be born unto Thee: 
and prove an Ornament and a Bleſſing to all 
| Ages. Millions, Millions of willing Converts, 


from 


el Liquors; a Caſe quite different from that under 
Conſideration) but either—{bgnt] —which imports 
Terror and Aſtoniſiment, or elſe—{ſhthp] and [gnbr 
—awhich Koch to uni upon; to overwhelm; and even 
to bury under the Waves. ITE x 

Upon the Whole: May not the Paſſage more pro- 
perly allude to the Inſluences of the Holy Ghoſt ? Which 
were communicated, in unmeaſurable Degrees, to our 
great High-Prieſt; and were, in fact, the Cauſe of his 
furmounting all Difficulties. —Theſe are frequently re- 
preſented by Vaters; Whoſo believeth on Me, out of 
© his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Waters.” The En- 
joyment of them is deſcribed by drinking ; He that 
„ drinketh of the Water that I Thall give him, (hall ne- 
ver thirſt.” —Then the Senſe may run in this well- 
oonnected and perſpicuous Manner. Is it aſked ? How 
ſhall the Redeemer be able to execute the various and 
important Offices, foretold in the preceding Parts of the 
Pſalm ? The Prophet replies, He ſhall drink of the Broot 
in the Way. He ſhall not be left barely to his human Na- 
ture, Which muſt unavoidably fink under the tremen- 
dous Work of recovering a loft World. But, thro the 
Whole Conrſe of his incarnate State, thro' the whole 
Adminiſtration of his Mediatorial Kingdom, ſhall be 
ſupported with oninipotent Succours.' He ſhall drink 
at the Brook of Almighty Power, and travel on in the 
Greatneſs of an unecreated Strength. herefore /hall he 
lift up his Head, By this Means, thall he be equal to the 
prodigious Taſk, and ſuperior to all Oppoſition.” By 
this Means, ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſsful; in what- 
ever he undertakes; and greatly triumphant, over all 
his Enemies, | | | 


- 
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from every Nation under Heaven, ſhall croud 


into thy Family, and repleniſh thy Church. 


Till they become like the Stars of the Sky, or 


the Sands of the Sea for Multitude; or even as 
| numberleſs as theſe fine Spangles, which now 
cover the Face of Nature.—Behold then, ye ob- 
| ſtinately Wicked; though you © are not gather- 


ed, yet will the Saviour be glorious.“ His De- 
ſign ſhall not miſcarry, nor his Labour prove 


abonive; tho you render it of none Effect, with 
regard to yourſelves. Think not, that Im MA 
NUEL will want Believers, or Heaven Inha- 
bitants, becauſe Jou continue incorrigible. No; 
the Lamb that was flain, will © ſee of the Tra- 
« yail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied; in a ne- 


ver-failing Series of faithful People below, and 


an immenſe Choir of glorified Saints above. 
Who ſhall form his Retinue, and ſurround 
his, Throne, in ſhining and triumphant Ar- 


mies, ſuch as no Man can number. 


HERE I was reminded. of the various Ea; ; 
pedients which Providence, unſearchably wile, 
uſes, to frudrfy both the material and intellec- 
tual World. Sometimes, you ſhall have impe- 
tuous and heavy Showers, burſting from the 
angry Clouds. They laſh the Plains, and make 
the Rivers foam. A Storm brings them, and a 
Deluge follows them. At other times, theſe 


gentle Deus are formed, in the ſerene Evening 
Air. (ny ſteal down by flow Degrees, and 
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with inſenſible Stillneſs. So ſubtle, that they 
deceive the niceſt Eye: ſo ſilent, that they eſcape 
the moſt delicate Ear: and, When fallen, ſo 
very light, that they neither bruiſe the tendetelt 
nor oppreſs the weakeſt Flower. Very diſſe. 


rent Operations! Yet each concurs in the jam; 


beneficial End, and both inden Fertility to 
the Lap of Nature. 

280. 3 Perſons have I known, reed 
tim the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, by vio- 
lent and ſevere Means. The Almighty ad- 
dreſſed their ſtubborn Hearts, as he addreiled 
the Iſraelites at Sinai, with Lightning in his 
Eyes, and Thunder in his Voice. The Con- 
ſcience, ſmit with a Senſe of Guilt, and appre- 
henſive of eternal Vengeance, trembled through 
all her Powers; juſt as that ſtrong Mountain 
tottered to its Centre. Pangs of Remorſe, and 
Agonies of Fear, preceded their new Birth, 
They were reduced to the laſt Extremities, 
almoſt overwhelmed with Deſpair, before they 
found Reſt in Jz=svs CHRIST. Others have 
been recovered: from a vain Convexſation, by 
Methods more mild and attractive. The Fa- 
ther of Spirits, applied himſelf to their teach- 
able Minds, in a ſtill and ſmall Voice,” His 
Grace came down, as the Rain into a Fleece 

of Wool; or as theſe ſoftening Drops, which 
no water the Earth. The Kingdom of Gov 
oy e in their 898 without N * 
pſer- 
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Obſervation; They paſſed from Death unto Life, 

| (rom a carnal to a regenerate State, by almoſt 
imperceptible Advances. The Tranſition re- 
ſembled the Growthcoft Gorn: was very viſible, 
| \vhen effected; though ſcarce ſenſible, while ac- 
compliſhing. =O Thou Author and Finiſher 
of our Faith, tecal us from our Wanderings, 
and re-unite us to Thyſelf! Whether thou 
alarm us with thy Terrors, or allureus with 
| thy Smiles: whether thou drive us with the 
Scourge of Conviction, or draw us with the 
| Cords of Love; let us, in any- wiſe, return to 
Thee. For Thou art our ſupreme Good; | 
Thou art our only Happineſs. 
Bronx I proceed farther, let me ſt the 
| Terrace, and take one Survey of the neighbour- 


ing Country. — What a Proſpect ruſhes upon 


my Sight: How vaſt; how various; how 


full and plenteous ei all manner of Store! 


Nature's whole Wealth! What a rich and 


inexhauſtible Magazine is here: furniſhing 


Subſiſtence for every Creature! Methinks, I 


read, in theſe ſpacious Volumes, a moſt lively 
Comment, upon that noble Celebration of the 


Divine Bene ficence; He openeth his Hand, aud 
flleth all Things living willi Plenteouſneſs.'"' 


Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good, 

Almighty ! Thine this univerſal Frame, 

Thus wondrous fair! Te how wond'rous 
then! ape NMI r. | 
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Tux Fields are covered deep, and ſtand thick 
with Corn. They expand the milky Grain to 
the Sun; while the Gales, now inclining, now 
raiſing each flexile Stem, open all their Ranks 
to the Agency of his Beams. Which will ſoon 
impart a firm Conſiſtence to the Grain, and a 
gloſſy golden Hue to the Ear. That they may 
be qualified to fill the Barns of the Huſband- 
man with Plenty, and his Heart with Gladneſs. 

LoNDER lie the Meadows, ſmoothed into a 
perfect Level; decorated with an Embroidery 
of the gayeſt F lowers; and loaded with *ſpon- 
taneous Crops of Herbage. Which, converted 
into Hay, will prove a moſt commodious Pro- 
viſion for the Barrenneſs of Winter; will ſup- 
ply with Fodder our ſerviceable Animals, when 
all the Verdure of the Plain is killed by Froſts, 


or buried in Snows;—A winding Stream, glides. 


along the flowery Margin; and receives the 
Image of the bending Skies, and waters the 


Roots of many a branching Willow. Iis. 


. ſtocked, no doubt. with Variety of Fiſh ; which 
afford a ſolitary Diverſion: to the Angler, and 
nouriſh-for. his Table a delicious Treat. Nor 


is it the only Merit of this liquid Element, to 


maintain the finny Nations; it alſo carries 


Cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes Fruifulneſs, where- 


ever it rolls the ee Qurrent. 
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Tux Paſtures,” with their verdant Mounds, 


chequer- the Proſpect; and prepare a ſtanding 
Repaſt for our Cattle. There, our Oxen are 


made ſtrong to labour; and our Sheep bring 
forth Thouſands and ten Thouſands.” There, 


the Horſe acquires Vigour, for the Diſpatch of 
our Buſineſs; and Speed, to expedite our Jour- 
neys. From thence, the Kine bring home their 


| Udders, diſtended with one of the richeſt "kh 


healthieſt Liquors; in the World. 
O ſeveral Spots, a Grove of Ties, lia! 


| ſome grand Colonnade, erects its 'tow' ring 
| Head. Every one projects a friendly ſhade, for 
| the Beaſts; and creates a hoſpitable Lodging, 


for the Birds. Every one ſtands ready, to fur- 
niſh Timber for a Palace; Majts for a Navy; 


or, with a more condeſcending” Courteſy, Fuel 


for our Hearths.—One of them ſeems kirted 
with a wild uncultivated Heath ; which, like 
well-diſpoked Shades in Painting, throws an 
additional Luſtre on the more ornamented 
Parts of the Landſcape. Nor is its Uſeful- 
neſs, like that of a Foil, relative only, but real. 


| There, ſeveral yaluableCreatures are produced, 


and accommodated; without any Expence, or 
Care of ours. There likewiſe, ſpring abun- 
dance of thoſe Herbs, which afſwage the Smart 


of our Wounds, and allay the fiery Tumults 
of the Fever. Which impart Floridity to our 


ckeunnen g Fluids; add a more vigorous Tone 
to 
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to our aQive Solids; and; thereby, repair the 
N of our ohieebled Conſtitutions. 

Nax ER the Houſes, We perceive an ample 
Spread of Branches; not ſo ſtately as the Oaks, 
but more amiable for their annual Services. A 
little while ago, I beheld them; and all was one 
beauteous, boundleſs Waſte of Bloſſoms. The 
Eye marvelled, at the lovely Sight; and the 
Heart rejoiced, in the Proſpect of autumnal 
Plenty. But now, the blooming Maid is re- 
ſigned, for the uſeful Matron. The Flower is 
fallen, and the Fruit ſwells out on every Twig. 
Breathe ſoft, ye Winds! O, ſpare the nde 
Fruitage, ye ſurly Blaſts! Let the Pear- tree 
ſuckle her juicy Progeny; till they drop into 
our Hands, and diſſolve in our Mouths. Let 

the Plum hang unmoleſted upon her Boughs; 
till ſhe fatten her delicious Fleſh, and cloud 

her poliſhed Skin with Blue. And as for the 
Apples, that ſtaple Commodity of our Orchards, 
let no injurious. Shocks, precipitate them im- 
maturely to the Ground; till Yong Suns, 
and 104 them ; into an exquiſite — 
Then, what copious Hoards, of what burniſh- 


ed Rinds, and what delightful Reliſhes, wall 


repleniſh the Store-room ! Some, to preſent us 
with, an early Entertainment, and refreſh our 
Palates amidſt the ſultry Heats. Some, to 

| DOrPy. n from the falling Snows, and 
| . | carry 


| 
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carry Autumn into the Depths of Winter. 
Some, to adorn the Salver, make a Part of the 
Delert, and give an agreeable “ Cloſe to our 
Feaſts. Others, to fill var Vats with a foam- 
ing Flood; which, mellowed by Age, may 


ſp 12 1 in the Glaſs, with a Livelineſs and 


Pelicacy.” little inferior to the Blood of che 
Grape, 

I oBsERVE ſeveral ſmall Incloſures, which 
ſeem to be apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile Viſit 


from the North; and, therefore, are defended, 
on that Quarter, by a thick Wood, or a lofty 
| Wall. At the ſame time, they cultivate an un- 


interrupted Correſpondence with the South; 
and throw open their whole Dimenſions, to 


its friendly Warmth. One, in particular, lies 


within the Reach ofa diſtinguiſhing View; and 
proves to be a Kitchen-Garden. It looks me- 
thinks, like a plain and frugal Republic. What- 
ever may reſemble the Pomp of Courts, or the 
Enſigns of Royalty, is baniſhed from this hum- 
ble Community. None of the Productions of 


| the Olitory affect Finery; but all are habited 


with the very Perfection of Decency. Here, 


| thoſe celebrated Qualities are eminently united, 


the utmoſt Simplicity with the exacteſt Neat- 
nelsf,—A ſkilful Hand has parcelled out the 
whole Ground, into narrow Beds, and inter- 
vening 
* 4b Ou et 16. 4} ; 
Ufque ad Mala. Hor. 
+ Simplex Mundiliis. Ho R. 
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vening Alleys. The ſame diſcreet Managemen; 
has aſſigned to each verdant F amily, a peculiar 
and diſtin Abode. So that there is no Con- 
fuſion, amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity; becauſe 
every Individual knows its proper Home, and 
all the Tribes are ranged with perfect Regularity, 
—If it be pleaſing to behold their orderly Si. 


tuation, and their modeſt Beauties; how much Fe 
more delightful, to conſider the Advantages 10 
they yield! What a Fund of Choice Accomme: EE 
dations is Here! What a Source of wholeſome Wl ch 


Dainties! And all, for the Enjoyment of Man, b. 
Why does the Parley, with her frizzled Locks, MR 
ſhag the Border; or why the Celery, with her Bi 

whitening Arms, perforate the Mold; but to t 
render his Soops ſavoury ? The Aſparas u WO 
ſhoots its tapering Stems, to offer him the Firſt- th 
fruits of the 1981 2 n; and the Artichoke. ſpreads BR '"* 
its turgid Top, ive hima Treat of vegetable 0. 
Marrow. The en of the * Cucumber Wi 


creep into the Sun; and, though baſking in its Pe 


hotteſt Rays, they fecrete for their Maſter, and il 

barrel up ſor his Uſe, the moſt cooling Juices 
of the Soil. The Beans ſtand firm, like Files WF 
of embattled Mack the Feas reſt upon their Wi 
„ All i | 2 40 Props, 1 


5 * Virgil, with great Ce dh, 5 equal Propricty 
deſcribes the Cucumber — © 
S Tortuſſſue per herbam Ol 
Creſceret in Fenirem Cucumis.— Scorge. IV. 
5 MILToOVX. 
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Props. like ſo many Companies of Invalids; 3 
while both repleniſh their Pods with the Far- 


| neſs of the Earth, onpurpoſeto pour it on their 
Owner's Table. Not one Species, among all 


; W this Variety of Herbs, is a Cumberer of the 
„round. Not a ſingle Plant, but is good for 
Food, or ſome way ſalutary. With ſo benefi- 
k cent an Oeconomy, are the ſeveral Periods of 
„ cheir Miniſtration ſettled; that no Portion of 
dhe Year is left deſtitute of nouriſhing Eſcu- 
| WT ents. What is ſtill more obliging, every Por- 
ö lion of the Year affords fuch Eſculents, as 


are beſt ſuited to the Temperature of the Air, 
and the State of our Bodies —Why then 
| ſhould the Poſſeſſor of ſo valuable a Spot, envy 
the Condition of Kings“? Since He may daily 
walk amidſt Rows of peaceable and obſequi- | 
| ous, though mute Subjects. Every One of 
which tenders him ſome agreeable Preſent, and 
pays him a willing Tribute. Such as is moſt 

happily N both to ſupply his Wants, 
Vol. I. N and 
Mil rox has (if We admit Dr. Benlley's Altera- 


tion, which is, I think, in this Place, e 3 : 
| juſt) almoſt tranſlated the Latin Poet, 


Forth crept 
The ſwelling Gourd. | 
ty, Ar. Lot. 2 018-4; 324. 
Hic rarum tamen in Dumis Olus, habit circum 
Lilia, Verbenaſſue premens, veſcumque Papaver, 
IV. Regum æquabat Opes Animis : ſeraque revertens 
) No 


Note domum, Dapibus Menſas onerabat inemptis. 
Vis. Georg, IV. 
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and to regale his Taſte: to. furniſh Him, at 
once, with Plenty and with Pleaſure. 

Ar a. Diſtance, one deſcries the mighty 
Hills. They heave their huge Ridges among 
the e and look like the Barriers of 
Kingdoms, or the Boundaries of Nature. Pare 
and deformed as their Surſace may appear, 


their Bowels are frau ght wich inward Treaſures! 


Treaſures, lodged faſt in the Quarries, or ſunk 
deep in the Mines. From thence, Induſtry 1 
draw her Implements, to plow the Soil; 


reaptheGrain; and procure every ne on on- 


venience. From thence, Art may fetch her Mate- 
rials, to rear the Dome; to ſwell the Organ; and 
form the nobleſt Ornaments of politer Life. 
O another Side the great Deep terminates 
the, View. There go the Ships: There is that 


Leviathan: And there, in that World of Wa- 


ters, an inconceivable Number of Animals 
have their Habitation. This: is the capacious 

Ciſtern of the Univerſe ; which admits, as into 
a Receptacle; and diſtributes, as from a Reſer- 


voir; whatever waters the whole Globe. Theres 


not a Fountain, that guſhes in the unfrequented 
Deſart; nor a Rivubs, that flows in the reinoteſt 


Continent: nor a Cloud, that ſwims in the 


higheſt Regions of the Firmament; but is ſed 
by this all- repleniſhing. Source. —The Ocean 
is the grand Vehicle of Trade, and the Uniter 


Not 
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not only as it waſts into our Ports, the Harveſt 
of every Climate; and renders our Ifland the 
Centre of Traffic; but alſo as it ſecures us from 
foreign Invaſions, by a fort of impregnable 
Entrenchment*. ' BL... 

MruliNks, the View of this profuſe Mu- 
nificence inſpires a ſecret Delight, and kindles 
a diſintereſled Good-will —While the © little 
„Hills clap: their Hands, and the luxuriant 
«Valleys laugh and ſing; who can forbear 
catching the general Joy? Who is not touc hed, 
with lively Senſations of Pleaſure ?—While 
the everlaſting Father, is ſcattering Bleſſings 
through his whole Family, and crowning the 
Year with his Goodneſs; ho does not feel his 

31901] 0% Nez HM (4.176 Breaſt 


| ; - 5 . . 
* Whoſe Rampart was the Sea. Nahum 111. N 
T hope, this little Excurſion into the Country, will 


not be looked upon as a Deharture from my Subject. Be- 


cauſe, a rural View, though no eſſential Part of a Gar- 
den, is yet a deſirable Appendage, and neceſſary to 
complete its Beauty. — As Uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable 
Property, which can attend any Production: this is the 
Circumſtance, chiefly touched upon in the Survey of 
the Landfcape.; Though every Piece of this extenſiye 
and diverſified Scene, is caſt in the moſt elegant Mould;; 
yet nothing is calculated merely for Shew and Parade, 
You ſee nothing formed in the Taſte of the oſtentatious 


Obeliſk, or inſignificant Pomp of the Pyramid. No ſuch 


idle Expences were admitted into that conſummate Plan, 
which regulated the Structure of the Univerſe, All the 


Decorations of Nature are no lets advantageous, than 


Ss I, t : 


Ornamenlal ;- ſuch as f peak the MAKER inlinitely be- 


neſicent, as well as incomparably magnificent. 
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Breaſt overflowing, with a diffuſive Benevo- 
lence! —My Heart, I muſt confeſs, beats high 
with Satisfaction; and breathes out congra- 
tulatory Wiſhes, upou all the. Tenants of theſe 
rural Abodes: Peace be within your Walls 
* as well as Plenteouſneſs around your Dwell- 
« ings.” Live, ye highly fayoured; live ſenſi 
ble of your Benefits, and thankful. to your 
Benefactor. Look round upon theſe prodigi- 
oully large Incomes of the fruitful Soil, and 
call them (for you have free Leave) all your 
own.—Only let me remind you of one very 
important Truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may 
you never forget; That you are obliged to 
CurisT IEsus, for every one of theſe Accom- 
modations, which ſpring from the teeming 
Earth, and the ſmiling Skies. 


* [4 


I. CHRIST“ made them, when they were not, 
He fetched them up from utter Darkneſs; 
* I FCI nan $4} A A r and 
* When I aſcribe the Work of Creation to the Sox, 
I would by no Means be ſuppoſed, to with-hold the 
fame Honour, from the eternal FATHER, and Ever- 
bleſſed Sp1zx1r. The Acts of thoſe inconceivably glori- 
ous Perſons are, like their Eſſence, undivided and one. 
But I chooſe to ſtate the Point in this Manner, becauſe 
this is the manifeſt Doctrine of the New Teſtament; is 
the expreſs Belief of our Church; and a moſt noble Pe- 
culiarity of the Goſpel Revelation. I chooſe it allo, 
| becauſe I would take every Opportunity of inculcating, 
and celebrating, the Dzvinity of the Repzemer. A 
Truth, which imparts an unutterable Dignity to Chril- 
tianity ; a Truth which lays an immoveable F 895 
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and gave them both their Being, and their 


Beauty. He created the Materials, of which 


they are compoſed; and moulded them into 


this endleſs Multiplicity, of amiable Forms, 
and ufeful Subſtances. He arrayed the Hea- 
vens, with a Veſture of the mildeſt Blue; and 
cloathed the Earth, in a Livery of che gayeſt 


Green. His Pencil ſtreaked, and his Breath 
perfumed, whatever is beautiful or fragrant in 


the Univerſe. His Strength ſet faſt the Moun- 


tains; His Goodneſs garniſhed the Vales; 
and the ſame Touch which healed the Leper, 
wrought the whole viſible Sy/tem into this com- 
plete Perfection. 
2. CurrsT recovered them, when they were 
forfeited. —By Adam's Sin, we loſt our Right 
to en ane of Life, and Fruits of the 
e e ee Ground. 


forall the comfortable Hopes of a Ohriſlian; A Truth, N 
which will render the Myſtery of our Redemption, the 
Wonder and Delight of Eternity: And with this Truth, 
MEE will obſerve, my Aſſertion is inſeparably con- 
necte | 
II any one Queſtions, whether 9255 be Hs Dodrine of 
our Church; let the Creed, which we repeat in our 
moſt ſolemn Devotions, determine his Doubt: I be- 
lieve; ſays that Form of ſound Words, in one 
„ Loxp JIgsus Quxisr, very Gop of very Gop, by 
** whom all Things are made. —If it be farther inquired, 
From whence the Nicene Fathers derived this Article of 
their Faith? I anſwer, From the Writings of the be- 
loved Diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's Raſom and 
of that great Apoſtle, who had been caught up inio the 
| Third Heaven. John i. 3. Colofſ. i. 16. 
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Ground. His Diſobedience was the moſt im- 
pious and horrid Treaſon, againſt the K IN c of 
Kings. Conſequently, his whole Patrimony 
became 'confiſcated : , as; well the Portion of 
temporal good Things, ſettled upon the hu- 
man Race during their Minority; as that ever. 
laſting Heritage reſerved for their Enjoyment, 
when they ſhould come to full Age. But the 
* Seed of the Woman,” inſtantly interpoſing, 

took off the Attainder, and redeemed the 
alienated Inheritance. The firſt Adam being 
dilinherited, the and Alan Was appointed 


14 Heir 
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DN en Heb, i. 2.—In this Senſe at leaſt, "ba is tle 
Saviour of all Men. The former and latter Rain; the 
precious Fruits of the Earth; Food to eat, and Raiment 
to put on all theſe he purchaſed, {even for his irre- 
claimable; Enemies. They eat of his Bread, who lift up 
their Heel againſt Him. 

We learn from hence, in what! a pebulfr and Rabat 
ing Light, the Chr lian i is to conteinplate the Things 
that are > ſeen. Heathens might, diſcover an eternal Power, 
and.infinite Wiſdom, in the Structure of the Univerſe; 
Heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendous Libe- 
rality, in the unreſerved Grant of the whole Fabric, 

with all its Furniture, to the Service of Man. But the 
"Chriſtian ſhould ever keep in Mind his Forfeiture of 
them, and the Price paid to redeem then. He ſhould 
receive the Gifts of indulgent Providence, as che 1/racl- 
iles received their, Law, from the Hand of a Mediator. 
Or rather, To him they ſhould come, not only iſſuing 
from the Stores of an unbounded - Bounty, but ſwim— 
ming (as it were) in that crimſon Tide, which flu camed 
N nene s Veins. e ee THITY e . 
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os Cot. 1 1 I beg Lo to ſubjoin St. Chryſo/tom's 


Heir by all T we viſible as well as wasche. 


And we hold our Poſſeſſion of the ſormer; We 
expect an Inſtatement in the latter; purely by 
virtue of our Alliance to kim and our Union 


ich Him, 1 ie 


3. CHRIST upholds See which would other- 
wile tumble into Ruin. By Him, lays the 
Oracle of Inſpiration, all T hings conſiſts. His 
Finger rolls the Seaſons round, and preſides 
over all. thei celeſtial Revolutions. His Finger 
windsupthe Wheels, and impels every Spring, 


| of vegetative Nature. In a Word; the whole 
| Weightof the Creation, reſts. upon his mighty 


Arm; and receives the whole Harmony of its 
Motion, from his unerring Eye. —This habi- 


table Globe, with all its rich Appendages, and 
ſine Machinery, could no more continue, 


than they. could create theinſelves. Start 
chey would into inſtant Confiſion; or roh 
into their primitive Vothing; did not his 
Power ſupport, and his Wiſdom xegulate 


en wad Moment. In Conformity to 


his 
pertinent and beautiful Note, upon the Paſſage; by 


which it will appear, that the Sentiment of theſe Seg- 


tions, is not merely a private Opinion, butthe a 
Belief of the primitive, Church. That is to ſay, ſays the 
eloquent Father, the Foundation. of the Univerſe "oſt fuf 

pended. upon Him: He. not only produced it inio Being 15 


Neon Exiſtence, but coutrouls and ſupports it by , his een 


Inſluence ; % that if las Providence were io be withdrawn, far 
one Inſtant, it would e erb in 99 nk ml Natlaag. 
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his Will, they ſubſiſt ſtedfaſt and invariable 
in their Orders; and wait only for his ſove. 
reign Nod, to fall _ like Water, tha 
* runneth : er Air 01 87 
„CuRIST * RA than. which would 
enki be lifeleſs and infignificant.—Penſ. 
-oners they are, conſtant ' Penfioners, on his 
Bounty; and borrow:theix All from his Ful- 
nels. He only has Life; and whatever operates 
operates by an Emanation from his All-ſufh- 
ciency. Does the Grape refreſh you, with its 
enlivening Juices? It is by a Warrant receiy- 
ed, and Virtue derived, from the Redeemer, 
Does Bread dare Fe- your Heart, and prove 
the Staff of your Life? Remember, that it is 
by the Saviours Appointment, and through 
the Efficacy of his Operation. You are charm- 
ed with vis Melody, when the © Time of the 
Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice of 
the Nightingale is heard in your Land.“ You 
taſte is Goodneſs in the luſcious: Fig, the 
N Peach, and the muſky Flavour of the 
5 1 8 


| John v. 17 30 Father worketh at and I work; 


by 97 exert that unremitting and unwearied Energy, 


which is the Life of the Creation. Thus che Words 
are paraphraſed by a maſterly Expoſitor, who has il- 
luſtrated the Life of our bleſſed Lok p, in the moſt ele- 
gant Taſte of Criticiſm ; with the moſt amiable Spirit 
of Devotion; and without any Mixture of the malig- 
nant Leaven, or low Singularities, of a Party. See the 
Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. Se. * | 
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Apricot. You {mell is Sweetneſs in the open- 
ing Honey: ſuckle, and every odoriferous Shrub. 
Coup theſe Creatures fpeak for themſelves, 
they would, doubtleſs, diſclaim all Sufficiency 
ol their own, and aſcribe the whole Honour to 
their Maker. We are eee, pr they 


i ſay, of Him, who died for y Ciſterns 
J „only, dry Ciſterns in 9 We ere 9 
$, « to Mortals no more, than the uncreated | 
1- Fountain transfuſes into us. Think not, 
s chat, from any Ability of our own, we fur- 
v. niſſi you with Aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to 
. © your Comfort. "Tis the Divine Energy, the 
ve Divine Energy alone, that works in us, and 


is does you Good: We ſerue you, O ye 
h WF © Sons of Men, that you may loue Him, who 
n- © placed us in theſe Stations. O! love the 
© Lond, therefore, all ye who are ſupported by 
* our Miniſtry; or elſe we ſhall * groan, with 
| *Indignation and Regret, at your Abuſe of 
our Services. —Uſe us, and welcome; for 
ye are yours, if ye are CRIST'Ss. Urop dur 
© choiceſt Beauties; rifle all our ITreaſures; 
accommodate yourſelves with our moſt va- 
* luable Qualities; only let us be Incentives 
to your Gratitude, and Moti ves to * Out- 
*© dence.” | 
| Havine- ſurveyed the ſpacious Sky; and 
bare 8807775 Dan * Snirion enen tis 
«3 TE {LS + be 91h 7 194108 Time 


* Rom. viii. 22. 
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Time to deſcend from this Eminence, and con- 
fine my Attention to the beautiful Spot below — 
Here Nature, always pleaſing, every-Where 
lovely, appears with peculiar Attractions. Yon- 
der; ſtie ſeems dreſſed in her Diſhabille; grand, 
but irregular. Here, ſhe calls in her Hand. maid 
Art; and ſhines in all the delicate Ornament, 
vhich the niceſt Cultivation is able to convey, 
Thoſe; are her common Apartments, where {he M 
lodges her ordinary Gueſts; This; is her Ca- a 
binet of ' Curioſities, where ſhe:cntertains her 
intimate Acquaintance.— My Eye fall oſten WR 


expatiate, over thoſe Scenes of univerſal Fer. p. 
tility: My Feet {hall ſometimes bruſh through WM 4 
the Thicket, or traverſe the Lawn; or {troll 8 P 


alongthe Foreſt Glade: But to this delightſul F. 
Netreat, ſhall be my chief Reſort. Thither, WT 1: 
will I mate Excurſions; but Here, will T duell. ol 
Ix, from my low Procedure, I may form an m 
Alluſion to the moſt exalted Practices; I Would © 
obſerve, upon this Occaſion; that the celebra- IL. 
ted Eraſmus, and our judicious: Locke, having ch 
trod che Circle of the Sciences, and ranged 8 1: 
thro' the whole Extent of human Literature, a | 
length betook themſelves ſolely to the Bible. F. 
Leaving the Sages' of Antiquity, - they fat in- 
ceſſantly at the Feet of IE sus. Wiſely oy of 
withdrew, from that immenſe Multiplicity of te: 
Learning; from thoſe endleſs Tracts of amu- | 
ang Erudition; where, noxious Weeds 0 

mixe. 


| tas 
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mixed with wholeſome Herbs; where is gene- 
| rally a much larger Growth of prickly Shrubs, 
chan of fruitful Boughs. They ſpent their 
moſt mature Hours, in thoſe hallowed Gardens, 


E Gop's own Spirit watereth; and in which 
Gon's own Son is continually - walking. 
Where, He meeteth thole that ſeek Him; and 
revealeth to them the Glories of his Dana 
and the Riches of his Goodneſs. 177 
E Trvs would I finiſh the Remainder of my 
Days! Having juſt taſled (what they, call) the 
politer Studies; IWOould now devote my whole 
8 {þþlication'to the lively Oracles. From other 
purſuits, I might glean, perhaps, a few ſcattered 
8 Fragments of low, of lean, of unſalis factory WAY 
iraQian.. From'this, I truſt to reap a Harveſt 
| of the ſablimeſt Truths; the nobleſſ Improve 
ments; and the pureſt Joy $*,-— Walt me then, 
0! wafi my Mind to Sion s e Bowers. 
Let my Thoughts perpetually rove, through 
the awfully-pleaſing Walks of Inſpiration. 
Bere, grow thoſe Heaven-born Plants, the 
Trees of Liſe and Knowledge; whoſe ambroſial 
Fruits we may now take, and eat, and live 
for ever.” Here, flow thoſe precious Streams 
ol Grace and Righteouſneſs ; whole living Wa- 
ters #3 whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt 1 no more” 


„5 Fr 1 Hir And 


We Quicquid docetur, Peritas; j abel, precipitur Boni 
tas; promittitur, Felicitas. 


which God's own Wiſdom planted; Which 


— 
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And, what can the Fables of Grecian Song, 
or the fineſt Pages, of Roman Eloquence— 
what can they exhibit, in any Degree compar- 
able to theſe” matchlefs Prerogatives of Reve- 
lation Therefore, though I ſhould not dillike 
to pay a Vit now-and-then' to my Heathen 
Maſters, I would live with the Prophets and 
Apoſtles. With thoſe, I would carry on ſome 
occaſional Correſpondence: but theſe ſhould 
be my Boſom- Friends; my inſeparable Com- 
panions; „my Delight, and my Counſellors.” 
\WnHarT Sweets are theſe, which fo agreeably 
ſalute my Noſtrils? They are the Breath of 
the Flowers; the Incenſe of the Garden.— 
How liberally. does the Jeſſamine difpenſe her 
odoriferous Riches? How deliciouſly has the 
Woodbine! embalmed this Morning Walk? 
The Air is all Perfume. And is not this, ano- 
ther moſt engaging Argument, to forſake the 
Bed of Sloth? Who would lie diſſolved in ſenſe- 
leſs Slumbers; while ſo many breathing Sweets, 
invite him to a-Feaſt of Fragrancy? Eſpecially 
conſidering, That the advancing Day will ex- 
hale the volatile Dainties. A " fugitive Treat! 
they are, Prepared only for the Wakeful and 
Induftrious: Whereas, when the Sluggard 
liſts his heavy Eyes, the Flowers will droop; 
their fine Scents be diſſipated; and, inſtęad of 


this refreſhing Humidity, the Air wy become 


a kind of liquid Fire, | 
WII 


6 ford train a0 www ©, 


F LOWER GARDEN. 149 
Wirz this very Motive, heightened by a 


Repreſentation of the moſt charming Pieces of 


Morning Scenery, the Parent of Mankind a- 
wakes his lovely Conſort. There is ſuch a 
Delicacy in the Choice, and ſo much Life in 
the Deſcription, of theſe rural Images; that I 
cannot excuſe myſelf, without repeating the 
whole Paſlage.— Whiſper it, ſome friendly 
Genius, in the Ear of every One, who 1s now 
ſunk in Sleep, and loſt to all theſe refined Gra- 
tifications ! ee 34107- 
Awake : the Morning ſhines, and the freſh Field 
Calls you: Yeloſe the Prime, to mark how ſpring 
The tended Plants, how blows the Citron Grove; 
Vat drops the Myrrh, and what the balmy Reed; 
How Nature paints her Colours; how the Bee 
Sits on the Bloom, extracling liquid Sweets. 
How delightful is this F ragrance It is dif- | 
tributed in the niceſt Proportion; neither ſo 


ſtrong, as to oppreſs the Organs; nor ſo faint, 


as to elude them. We are ſoon cloyed at a 
ſumptuous Banquet; but this Pleaſure never 
loſes its Poignancy, never palls the Appetite.— 

Here, Luxury itſelf is innocent; or rather, in 
this Caſe, Indulgence is incapable of Exceſs.— 
This balmy Entertainment, not only regalesthe 
Senſe, but F chears the very Soul; and, inſtead 
„„ „„ Sai Eads" 
IMI I r. Par. Loft. B. e eee 
I Oiniment and Perfume rejoice the Heart, _ 
% it ten Pew. xAvIte Js 
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of clogging, elates its Powers. —It puts me in 
mind of that ever memorable Sacrifice, which 
was once made in behalf of offending Mortals, 

I mean the Sacrifice of the bleſſed Irsbs; When 
He offered up Himſelf to Gop, © for a ſweel— 

e ſmelling Savour,” Such the Holy Spirit ſtiles 
that wonderful Oblation: as if no Image, in 
the whole ſenſible Creation, was ſo proper to 
give us an Idea of the meffable Satisfattion; 

which the Father of Mercies conceived, from 
that unparalleled Atonement; as the pleaſing 
Senſations, which ſuch rich! Perfumeés are 
capable of railing. © Thouſands of Rams, and 
« ten Thouſands of Rivers of Oil,“ from an 
apoſtate World; the moſt ſubmiſſive Acknow- 
ledge ments, added to the moſt coſtly Offerings, 
from Men of defiled Hands, and unclean Lips: 
what could they have effefted? A: Prophet re- 
preſents the High and Lofty, One, th in- 


©« habiteth Eternity”, turning Himfelf away 


from ſuch filthy Rags; turning Himſelf away, 
with a diſdainful Abhorrence“, as from the 
noiſomeSteams ofa Dunghill. But in CHRIS T's 
immaculate Holineſs; in CARILS T's conſummate 
Obedience; in Cur1sT's moſt precious Blood- 
ſhedding; with what unimaginable Compla- 
cency, does Juſtice reſt ſatisfied, and Vengeance 
acquieſce !—AIl thy Works, O Thou Surety 
for ruined Sinners! 5 all Fa leh O Thou 
TRY llaughtered 


. e e e 
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ſaughtered Lamb of Gop! as well as all thy 
Garments, O Thou Bridegroom of thy Church! 
ſmell of 'Myrrh, Aloes, and Caſſia * ! They are 
infinitely more grateful to the eternal God- 
head; than thechoiceſt Exhalations of the Gar- 


A. than all the Odours of the ſpicy n 
ca 


n be to the human Noſtrils. 

As the Altar of old ſanctified the Gift; fo 
| this is the great Propitiation, which recom- 
mends the obnoxious Perſons, and unprofita- 
ble Services of the believing World. In this, 
may my Soul be intereſted! By ths, may it be 
reconciled to the Father! — There is ſuch a 
leprous Depravity cleaving to my Nature, as 
| pollutes hate ver I perform. My moſt profound 
Adorations, and ſincereſt Acts ol Religion, muſt 
not preſume to challenge a Reward, but humbly 
mplore Forgiveneſst. Renouncing, therefore, 
| myſelf in every Inſtance of Duty; diſclaiming 


all Shadow of Confidence 1 in wy. Deeds of 
75 my 
„ fab. 80¹ _ 

4 A Writer of diſtinguiſhed Superiority, thus: addreſ” 
ſes the great Obſerver ' of Actions, arid Searcher of 

Hearts; and vindicates my Sentiments, te he ſo juſtly 
and beautifully utters his own ;' . 

Look down, great Gov, with Pity's ſotel Bye, 

On a poor breathing Particle in Duſt, 

His Crimes forgive; forgive his Virtues too, 

Thoſe To” Faulty ha 4 Converts to the Right. 

| -Night-Thoughts, No IX. 

; See Page 44 & A5, in the ſecond Edition of a moſt 

: | eandid 
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my on; may I now, and evermore, be accepted 
through the Beloved! 

WIA Colours, what Ze LL Colour, 
are here! Theſe, ſo. nobly bold; and Thobe, 
ſo delicately languid. What a Glow is en- 
kindled in ſome! what a Gloſs ſhines upon 
others! In one, methinks, I ſee the Ruby with 
her bleeding Radiance; in another, the Sap- 
phire with her Sky-tinQured Blue; in all, lach 
an exquiſite Richneſs of Dyes, as no other 
Set of Paintings in the Univerſe can boaſt“.— 
With What a as Skill, is every one: of the 
i ( TL We l ; 9394 varying 

id 3 te 11 litle Treatiſe, called e HR1S- 
TIA N ITY the Great ORNAMENT of Human 
Life. If Chriſtians happily avoid the dangerous Ex- 
© treme, and too often fatal Rock, of a dead fruilleſ 
Faith on theone hand, He [i. e. Satan] will endea- 
6: vour, by all kind of plauſible Infinuations, to ſplit 
++ them on the oppoſite, viz. Spiritual Pride, Oſtentation, 
and Dependence on their Works, as if THESE were the 
meritorious, or procuring Cauſe of all true Peace, Hope, 
6 Conſolation, andDiyineAcceptance. — Now this Sel/- 
<< Dependence may be ranked among the mol dangerou 
6 of the infernal Politics, becauſe the fatal Poiſon lies 
8 « e. and too often und; iſcerned.” 55 
— — — —Who can pain!“ 
Like Nature? Can Imagination. loft, 
Amid his gay Creation, Hues like theſe * 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs Skull, 
Aud lay them on ſo delicately fine, 
And lgſe tliem in each other, as appears 
vr io cory Bud that blows f—  - | 


Tu and, Spring. 


— — — © ft 


em. , e em _ aw CH — 
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n Tints diſhoſed! Here, they ſeem to be 
| thrown. on with an caſy Daſh, of Security and 
Freedom; there, they are adjuſted: by the 
niceſt Touches, af Art and Accuracy. Thoſe 
which form the Ground, are always ſo judi- 
cioufly choſen, as to heighten the Luſtre of the 
ſuperadded Figures; while the Verdure of the 
Impalement, or the Shadings of the Foliage, 
impart new Livelineſs to the Whole. Indeed; 

whether they are blended, or arranged; ſoftened, 
| or contraſted; they are manifeſtly under the 
Conduct of a Taſte, that never miſtakes ; a 
Felicity, that never falls ſhort of; the very Per- 
fection of Elegance. — Fine, inimitably fine, is 
the Texture of the Webb; on which theſe 
ſhining Treaſures are diſplay ed. What are the 
Labours of the Perſian —.—— or the boaſted 
Commodities of Bruſſels, compared with theſe 
curious Manufactures of Nature? Compared 
| with theſe, the moſt admired Chintſes loſe 
their Reputation; even ſuperfine Cambrics, ap- 
pear coarſe as Canvals in their Preſence. 

WaarT a chearing Argument does our Sa- 
viour derive from hence, to ſtrengthen 21410 
ance in Gop! He directs us to learn a Leſſon 
of Heaven: depending F aith, from every Bird. 
that wings the Air; and from every Flower, 
that bloſſoms in the Field. If Providence, 
with unremitted Care, ſupports thoſe inferior 
creature Mg: arra 55 A Wande Pen 8 

; With 


4 


* Spec. Vol. I. No. 1757. — 1 Lorle 
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with ſo much Splendor ; ſurely, He will in 
no-wiſe' with-hold, from his ele&t Children, 


*« Bread to eat, and Raiment to put on.“ -e 
faithful Followers of the Lamb, diſmiſs every 


low Anxiety, relating to the needful Suſtenance 
of Life. He that feeds the Ravens, from an in- 


exhauſtible Magazine; He that paints the 
Plants, with ſuch ſurpaſſing Elegance; in 


| ſhort, He that provides ſo liberally, both for 
the animal and vegetable Parts of His Creati- 


on; will not, cannot, negle& His own 
People: Fear not, little Flock, ye peculiar 
Objects of Almighty Love! it is your Fathers 


a Pleaſure, to give you a Kingdom”. And, 


It He freely gives you, an everlaſting King- 
dom hereaſter ; is it poſhble to ſuppoſe, that 
he will ny Pow any hocellaty Dun veniencies 


here? 


Ox cannot ſeries velleSuüg ü in Achs Place. 
on the too prevailing Humour, of being fond 


and oltentatious of RT: What an abject 


and 


RN . 32 

+ Mr. Addi ifon has a fine Remark on a Genie War: 
rior, celebrated by Virgil. He obſerves, that with all 
Her other great Qualities, this litlle Foible mingled it- 
ſelf. Becauſe, as the Poet relates, an intemperate 
Fondneſs for a rich and ſplendid Suit of Armour, be- 
irayed her into Ruin. In this Circumſtance, our Critic 
diſcovers a Moral concealed ;\ this He admires, as a neat, 
though' _ Satire, on that ade Paſſion. 


„ OO. .J: v.00 
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and miſtaken Ambition is this! How unworthy 
the Dignity of immortal, and the Wiſdom of 


rational Beings ! Eſpecially, ſince theſe little 


Produc- 


I I would refer it to the judicious Reader, whether 


| there is not a Beauty of the ſame Kind, but touched with 


a more maſterly Hand, in the Song of Deborah. —Speak- 
ing of Siſera's Mother, the ſacred euchariſtic Ode repre- 


ſents Her, as anticipating, in her fond Fancy, the Vic- 
E tory of her Son; and indulging the following Solilo- 


quy—Have they not ſped * Have they not divided the Prey ? 


75 Siſera a Prey of divers Colours ; a Prey of divers Colours 


of Needle-work ; of divers Colours of Needle-work on both 


| Sides; meet for the Necks of: them that take the Spoil? She 


takes no Notice of the ſignal Service, which her Hero 
would do to his Country, by quelling fo g an 
Inſurrection. She never reflects on the preſent Acclama- 
tions, the future Advancement, and the eternal Renown, 


which are the Tribute uſually paid to a'Conqueror's 
Merit. She can conceive, it ſeems, nothing greater, 


than to be clad in an embroidered Veſture; and to trail 
along the Ground, a Robe of the richeſt Dyes. This 
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Productions of the Earth, have indiſputably 
the Pre-eminence/in ſuch outward Embellif. 
ments.—Go; cloathe thyſelf with Purple, and 
fine Linen; trick thyſelf up in all the gay At- 
tire, which the Shuttle or the Needle can ſur. 
niſh. | Yet know, to the Mortification of thy 
Vauity, that the native Elegance of a common 
Daiſy*, eclipſes all this elaborate Finery,—— 
Nay, wert thou decked like ſome illuſtrious 
Princeſs, on her Coronation-day, in all the 
Splendor of royal Apparel; couldſt thou equal 
even Solomon, in the Height of his Magnifi- 
cence and Glory; yet, would the meaneſt 
among the | flowery Populace outſhine thee, 
Every diſcerning Eye, would give the Prefer- 
ence, to theſe Beauties of the F Ground. — 
Scorn then to borrow thy Recommendations, 
fron: A neat Wü en of Threads, and a 
curious 


in Compariſon with the low, the deſpicable Turn of 
this Canaaniti/h Lady uch ſtrong and beautiful Con- 
irafts are, I think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking Excellen- 
cies of poetic Painting: and in no Book are they more 
frequently uſed, or expreſſed with greater Life, than i in 
the ſacred Volumes of Inſpiration. . 


Peaceful and lowly i in their native 3051 
They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 
Vet with confeſs d Magnificence deride 
Une mean Attire, and Inpotener of Pride. 
| Pz1ox, 
14 Mr. Gul _ his ul Bullliancy of Imagina- 
tion, ſtiles them Stars of Earth. 
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curious Arrangement of Colours. Aſſume a 


becoming Greatneſs of Temper. Let thy En- 
dowments be of the immortal Kind. Study to 
be all- glorious within. Be cloathed with Hu- 
mility. Wear the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit“. To ſay all in a Word; Put on 


the Lord IESUS CHRIST T: Let His Blood be 


ſprinkled upon thy Conſcience, and it ſhall be 
whiter than the virgin Snows. Let His Regh» 
tcouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs Robe, adorn thy inner 
Man; and thou ſhalt be amiable, even in the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing Eye of Gop. Let his 


bleſſed Spirit dwellin thy Heart; and, under 


His ſanctifying Operations, thou ſhalt be made 
Partaker of a Divine Natur. þ 
Tuxsz are real Excellencies; truly noble 


Accompliſhments theſe. In this manner be ar- 


rayed, be beautified; and thou wilt nat find a 
Rival, in the Feathers of a Peacock, or the Fo- 
liation of a Tulip. Theſe will exalt thee, far 
above the low Pretenſions of Lace and Embroi- 
dery. Theſe will prepare thee to ſtand in the 

| e 1 beatific 


* How beautifully does the Prophet deſcribe the Fur- 
nilure of a renewed and heavenly Mind ; under the Si- 
militude of a rich and complete Suit of Apparel! I will 
greally rejoice in the LoD; my Soul ſhall be joyful in my 
Cop; for he hath cloathed me with the Garments of Salva- 
tion : He hath covered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a 
Bridegroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as a Bride 
adorneth herſelf with her Jewels. Iſa. Ixi. 10, 
| Bo T Rom. xiil. 14. 
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beatific Preſence, and to take thy Seat among 
the Angels of Light. 


1) WHAT an inchanting Situation is this! 
One can-ſcarce be melancholy; within the At- 
moſphere of Flowers. Such lively Hues, and 
delicious Odours, not only addreſs 3 
{elves agreeably to the Senſes; but touch, with 


a ſurpriſing Delicacy, the ſweeteſt Movemen 
of the CANT 


1 99 ok Wy the Heart inſpi biring 
Pernal“ Delight and Foy, Mir r. B. IV. 


How often have I felt them diſſipate the 
Gloom of thought, and trans fuſe a ſudden Gaiety 
chro the dejefted Spirit! Le cannot © wonder, that 


Kings 


* I would have my Reader endeavour to 
„% MORALIZ E this natural Pleaſure of the Soul, 
„ and to improve this vernal Delight, as Milton calls it, 
&* jnto a Chriſtian Virtue, When we find ourſelves in- 
45 ſpired with this pleaſing Inſtinct, this ſecret Satisfac- 
„ tion and Complacency, ariſing from the Beauties of 
the Creation, let us conſider, to Whom we ſtand in- 
„ debted for alltcheſe Entertainments of Senſe; and Who 
& it is, that thus opens his Hand, and fills the World 
«+ with Good. Such an habitual Diſpoſition of Mind 
Lo conſecrales every Field and Wood; turns an ordina!y 
al into a morning or evening Sacrifice ; and will 
0 improve thoſe tranſient Gleams, which naturally brigh- 
ten up and refreſh the Soul on ſuch Occaſions, into 


an inviolable and r State of Bliſs and Hap- 
N pineſs. 


Shell. Vol. V. No 394. 
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Kings deſcend from their Thrones, to walk a- 
midlt blooming Ivory and Gold; or reti re from 
the moſt ſumptuous Feaſt, to be recreated with 
the more refined Sweets of the Garden. I cannot 
wonder, that Queens forego, for a while, the 
Compliments of a Nation, to receive the Tri- 
bute of the Parterre; or withdraw from all the 
Glitter of a Court, to be attended with the 
more ſplendid Equipage of a Bed of Flowers. 
But, if this be fo pleaſing; what tranſporting 
Pleaſure: muſt ariſe, from the Fruition of un- 
created Excellency ! O! what unknown De- 
light, to enter into thy immediate Preſence, moſt 
bleſſed Loxd Gop! to ſee Thee“, Thou King 
ok Heaven, and Loxp of Glory, no longer 
| © through a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face!” 
To have all thy Goodnels, all thy Greatneſs, 
ſhine before us; and be made glad for ever 
with the bri ghteſt Diſcovery ofthy Perfections, 
with the ineffable Joy of thy Countenance! 


an 


Jaial repreſents the Felicity of the Righteous, in 
he, everlaſting World, by this elegant and amiable 
Image; Tine e eyes [hall ſee the King in his Beauhy.— Milton 


touches the ſame Subject, with wonderful Elevation and 
Majeſty of Thought: 1 be 


—— walk with G O D, 
High in Salvation, and the Climes f Bliſs. 


| Words, which, like the fiery Car, almoſt tranſport our 
| ene to thoſe glorious Abodes. 


La. inn nie ir. B. XI. v. 78 
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Tuts we cannot bear, in our preſent imper. 
fe& State. The Effulgence of unveiled Divinity, 
would dazzle a mortal Sight. Our feeble Facul- 
ties, would be overwhelmed with ſuch a Fulneſ; 
of ſuperabundant Bliſs; and muſt lie oppreſſed, 
under ſuch an exceeding great, eternal Weight 
of Glory.—But,, when this Corruptible hath 
put on Incorruption, the Powers of the Soul 
will be greatly invigorated; and theſe earthly 
Tabernacles, will be transformed into the Like- 
nels of CarisT's glorious Body, Then, though 
+ the Moon {hall be confounded, and the Sun 
* aſhamed*,” when the Lozxn of Hoſts is reveal- 
ed from Heaven; yet, ſhall his faithful People 
be enabled to ſee Him as He is f. 

Hext then, my Wiſhes, here be fixed. Be 
this your determined and invariable Aim.— 
Here, my Affections, here give a Looſe to your 
whole Ardor. Cry out, in the Language of In- 
ſpiration; This one Thing have I deſired of the 
LokD, which, with inceſſant Earneſtneſs, I will 
require; that I may dwell in the celeſtial Houſe 
| of the Lon, all the Days of my kae Life; to 
behold the fair Beauty of the LoR D, and to con- 
a with Wonder and Adoration—with 
unſpeakable and everlaſting Rapture—all the 
Attributes of the incomprehenſible Godhead. 

SOLOMON, a moſt penetrating Judge 
of human N ature, OR how highly 115 

kin 


I. xiv, 23. 1 Jcha ili. a. 1 l. wil. 4 
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kind is charmed, with the fine Qualities of 


| Flowers; has figured out the bleſſed Is us, that 


« faireſt among ten thouſand,” by theſe lovely 
Repreſentatives. He fliles him“ The Roſe of 
Sharon, and The Lily of theValliesT ; like the firſt, 


| {ull of Delights and communicable Graces ; 
like the laſt, exalted in Majeſty, and complete 
in Beauty. In that ſacred Paſtoral, he ranges 


the Creation; borrows its moſt finiſhed Forms; 


N and dips his Pencil in its choiceſt Dyes, to 


preſent us with a Sketch of the Amiableneſs of 


bis Perſon. His Amiableneſs, who is the Light 
of the World; the Glory of his Church; the 
only Hope, the ſovereign Conſolation of Sin- 
ners; and exalted, infinitely exalted, not only 


Vor. I. „ ** above 


| ank, ii. 1. 
Malus ut arboribus decori ęſt, ut vitibus woe, 
Utque Roſe campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
Sic Cyurismtyu s decus omne ſuis, — 


+ By the Lily of the Vallies,, 1 apprehend, is meant, 


not the Flower which commonly paſſes under that De- 
@ nomination, and is comparatively mean; but the grand, 
g majeſtic, garden Lily; growing in a rich irriguous 
Soil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and 
arrives at the higheſt Perfection. The Circumſtance of 
the Vallies, added by the ſacred Writer, is ſignificant 
not of the Species, but of the Piace. —This is by far the 


nobleſt Interpretation, and moſt exactly ſuitable to the 
jpiritual Senſe; which intimates, That the bleſſed 
Jrsus delights to dwell, by the Communications of his 
Spirit, in humbe Hearts, —| Lily of the Vallies] Lilium 
Fallbus gaudens. 1 5 5 po. 
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above the ſublimeſt Compariſon, but even 
** above all Bleſſing and Praiſe.” —May Ialſo 
make the ſame heavenly Uſe, of all ſubluna 
Enjoyments! Whatever is pleaſurable, or 
charming below ; letit raiſe my Deſire to thoſe 
delectable Objects, which are above. Which 
will yield, not partial, but perfect Felicity; not 
tranſient, but never-ending, Satisfaction and 
Joy.—Yes, my Soul, Jet theſe Beautics in 
Miniature, always remind thee of that glorious 
Perſon; in whom“ dwells all the Fulneſs of 
the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe little Ema- 
nations, teach thee to thirſt after the eternal 
Fountain. O! may the Creatures, be thy con- 
ſtant Clue to the Creator! For this is a certain 
Truth, and deſerves thy frequent Recollection, 
demands thy moſt attentive Conſideration; 
That the whole Compaſs of finite Perfection, 
is only a faint Ray“, ſhot from that 1mmenle 
Source—is only a {mall Drop, derived from 

that inexhauſtible Ocean—ol all Good. 
Wuar x ſurprifing Varzety is obſervable, 
among the flowery Tribes! How has the boun- 
tiful Hand of Providence, diverhfied thoſe 
niceſt Pieces. of his Workmanſhip! added the 
Charms of an endleſs Novelty, to all FRA 
| Other 


— 


OY | EO, 


*_—_Thou ſitt'ſt above all Heav'ns, 

To Us inviſible, or dimly feen _ 

In theſe thy loweſt Works; yet theſe declare 

Thy Goodneſs. beyond Thought, and Pow r divine. 
| | = MiLr. Book V. 
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other Perfections !A conſtant Uniformity 
would ſoon render the Entertainment tireſome, 
or inſipid; therefore every Species is formed 
on a ſeparate Plan, arid exhibits ſomething 
entirely new. The Faſhion ſpreads not from 
Family to Family; but every one has a Mode 
of its own, which is truly original. The moſt 
curſory Glance, - perceives an apparent Diffe- 
rence, as well as a peculiar Delicacy, in the 
Airs and Habits, the Altitude and Lineaments, 
of every diſtinct. Claſs. 

SOME rear their Heads, with a majeſtic 
Mien; and overlook, like Sovereigus or Nobles, 
the whole Parterre. Others ſeem more mode- 
rate in their Aims, and advance only to the 
middle Stations; a Genius turned for Heral- 
dry, might term them, the Gentry of the Border. 
While others, free from all aſpiring Views, 
creep unambitiouſly on the Ground, and look 
like the Commonalty of the Kind. Some are 
interſected with elegant Stripes, or ſtudded 
with radiant Spots. Some affect to be genteely 


powdered, or neatly fringed; while others are 


plain in their Aſpect, unaffected in their Drefs, 
and content to pleaſe with a naked Simplicity). 
Some aſſume the Monarch's Purple; ſome 


look moſt becoming in the Virgin's White ; but 


Black, doleful Black, has no Admittance into 


the Wardrobe of Spring. The Weeds of 


Mourning would be a manifeſt Indecorum, 
Rs when 
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164 REFLECTIONS oN A 
when Nature holds an univerſal Feſtival. She 
would, now, inſpire none but delightful Ideas; 
and therefore always makes her Appearance, 
in ſome * amiable Suit. —Here, /lands a War: 
rior, clad with Crimſon; there, fits a Magil- 
trate, robed in Scarlet; and yonder, ſtruts a 
pretty Fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his 
Plumes in the Rainbow, and glitters in all the 
gay Colours of that reſplendent Arch. Some 
riſe into a curious Cup, or fall into a Set of 
beautiful Bells. Some ſpread themſelves in a 
{welling Tuft, or croud into a delicious Clul- 
ter. — In ſome, the predominant Stain, foftens 
by the gentleſt Diminutions; till it has even 
ſtole away from itſelf. The Eye is amuſed at 
the agreeable Deluſion; and we wonder to find 
ourſelves inſenſibly decoyed, into a quite dif- 
ferent Luſtre. In others, you would think, 
the fine Tinges were emulous of Pre-emi- 
nence. Diſdaining to mingle, they confron! 
onè another, with the Reſolution of Rivals, de- 
termined to diſpute the Prize of Beauty ; while 
each is improved, by the Oppoſition, into the 
higheſt Vivacity of Complexion. 

HOW manifold are thy Works t, O Loo! 
Multiplied even to a Prodigy. Yet in Wiſdom, 
conſummate Wiſdom, ha/t thou made them all. 
How admire the Vaſineſs of the Contri- 
vance, and the Exaftneſs, of the Execution 

Man, 


* — Nunc formoſiſſimus annus. Vac. 
| FT Pal. civ. 24. 
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Man, feeble Man, with Difficulty accompliſhes 
a lingle Work. Hardly, and after many Ef- 


E forts, does He arrive at a tolerable Imitation, 


of ſome one Production of Nature. But, the 


8 Almighty Artiſt ſpoke Millions of Subſtances, 
into inſtantaneous Being; the whole Collec- 


tion wonderfully various, and each Individual 
completely perfect. Repeated Experiments 
generally, I might ſay, always diſcover Errors 
or Defects, in our happieſt Inventions. Nay, 
what wins our Approbation, at the preſent 
Hour, or in this particular Place, is very pro- 
bably, in ſome remote Period or ſome diſtant 
Clime, treated with Contempt. Whereas, 
theſe fine Structures have pleaſed every Taſte, 
in every Country, for almoſt ſix thouſand 
Years. Nor has any“ Fault been detected in 
the original Plan, nor any Room left for the 
leaſt Improvement upon the firſt Model. — 
All our Performances, the more minutely they 
are ſcanned, the more imperfed they appear. 
With regard to theſe delicate Objects, the more 
we ſearch into their Properties, the more 
we are raviſhed with their Graces. They are 
ſure to diſcloſe freſh Strokes of the moſt maſ- 
terly Skill; in Proportion to the Attention, 
with which they are examined. 

P 3 e 


* Eccleſ. iii. 14. I know that whatſoever G o 5 doth, 


it ſhall be for ever; Nothing can be put lo it, nor any thing. 
taken from it. | 


5 
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Non is the Simplicity of the Operation leſs 
aſtoniſhing, than the Accuracy of the Work- 


manſhip, or the Infinitude of the Effedds. 


Should you aſk; * Where, and what are the 
„Materials, which beautify the bloomin 

„World? What rich Tints; what ſplendid 
„ Dyes; what Stores of ſhining Crions ; {land 
by the Heavenly Limner, when he paints the 
Robe of Nature?” Tis anſwered, His power- 


ful Pencil needs no ſuch coſtly Apparatus. A 


ſingle Principle, under his conducting Hand, 


branches out into an Immenſity of the moſt 


varied, and moſt finiſhed Forms. The Moiſturt 
of the Earth, and of the circumambient Air, 
paſſed through proper Strainers, and diſpoled 
in a Range of Pellucid Tubes: This performs 
all the Wonders, and produces all the Beau- 
ties, of Vegitation. This creeps along the 
Fibres of the low-ſpread Moſs; and climbs to 


the very Tops of the lofty- waving Cedars, 


This, attracted by the Root, and circulating 


through invifible Canals; this burſts into 


Gems; expands itſelf into Leaves; and cloaths 
the Foreſt, with all its verdant Honours.— 
This one“, plain and ſample, Caule, gives 

35 FE Birth 


* When every ſeveral Effect has a particular ſepa- 
rate Cauſe, this gives no Pleaſure to the SpeQator, 
as not diſcovering Contrivance. But that Work is 
4+ beheld with Admiration and Delight, as the 3 

«+ deep 
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Birth to all the Charms; which deck the 
Youth, and Maturity, of the Year. This bluſhes, 
in the early Hepatica; and flames, in the late 
advancing Poppy. This reddens into Blood, 
in the Veins of the Mulberry; and attenuates 
itſelf into leafen Gold, to create a Covering for 
the Quince. This breathes, in all the fragrant 
Gales of our Garden; and weeps odorous 
Gum, in the Groves of Arabia.—So * won- 
derful is our Creator in Counſel, and ſo excel- 
lent in Working ! _ 

IN a Grove of Tulips, or a Knot of Pinks, 
one perceives a Difference in almoſt every In- 
dividual. Scarce any two, are turned and 
tinctured, exactly alike. Each allows himſelf a 
little Parbicularity in his Dreſs, though all be- 
long to one Family: ſo that they are various, 
and yet the ſame, —A pretty Emblem this, of 
the ſmaller Differences between Proteſtant Chriſ- 
tians. There are Modes in Religion, which 
admit of Variation, without Prejudice to 
ſound Faith, or real Holineſs. Juſt as the 
Drapery, on theſe Pictures of the Spring, may 
be formed after a Variety of Patterns, wich- 
out blemiſhing their Beauty, or altering their 

Nature. 


deep Counſel, which is complicated in its Parts, and 
yet /emple in its Operations, Where a great Variety of 
Effects are ſeen to ariſe from one Principle operating 
** uniformly.' AB ERNETRHV on the Attributes; 

22 * Iſa. xxvili. 29. 
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Nature. —gBe it ſo then, that, in ſome Points 
of inconſiderable Conſequence, ſeveral of our 
Brethren diſſent: yet, let Us all live amicably 
and ſociably together; for we harmonize in 
Principals, though we vary in Pundtilios. Let 
us join in Converſation, and mtermingle In- 
tereſts; diſcover no Eſtrangement of Be- 
haviour. and cheriſh no Alienation of Affedti- 
on. If any Strife ſubſiſts, let it beto follow our 
Divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in Humility of 
Heart, and Unblameableneſs of Life. Let it be 
to ſerve one another moſt readily, in all th: 
kind Offices of a cordial Friendſhip, Thus 
ſhall we be untted, though diflingurſhed ; uni- 


ted in the ſame grand Fundamentals, though 


diſtinguiſhed by {ome {mall tds | 


united in one important Bond of brotherly 
Love, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome Web 


Peculiaritics of Simca. 


BETWEEN Chriſtians, whoſe Judements 


diſagree only about a Form of Prayer, or Man- 
ner of Worſhip, I apprehend, there is no more 
eſſential Difference; than between Flowers 
which bloom from the ſame kind of Seed, but 
happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the Mix- 
ture of their Colours. — Whereas, if one denies 
the Divinity of our LoRD JESUS CHRIST, 
and degrades the incarnate Gop to the Mean- 
| neſs ofa mere Creature; if another cries up the 


Worthing of human Works, and depreciates 
| the 
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the alone-merttorious Righteouſneſs ofthe glo- 
nous Mediator; if a third addreſſes the incom- 
municable Honours to a finite Being, and hows 
to the Image, or prays to the Saint Theſe are 
Errors, extremely derogatory to the REDEEMER $ 


| Dignity, and not a little prejudicial to the 


Comfort of his People. Againſt theſe to re- 
monſtrate, againſt theſe to urge every Argument, 
and uſe every Diſſuaſive; beſpeaks not the 
cenſorious Bigot, but the Friend of Truth, and 


| the Lover of Mankind. Whereas, to ſtand 


neuter and filent, while ſuch Principles are pro- 
pagated, would be an Inſtance of criminal Re- 
miſſnels, rather than of Chriſtian Moderation. 
For the Perſons, we will not fail to maintain 
a tender Compaſſion: we will not ceaſe to put 
up earneſt Interce ſſions: we will allo acknow- 
ledge and love, whatever is excellent and a- 
miable in their Character. Yet, we dare not 
ſubſcribe their Creed; we cannot remit our 


aſſiduous, but kind Endeavours; if by any 


E Means we may reconcile them to a more ſcrip- 


tural Belief, and a purer Worſhip“. 5 
AN o- 


In ſome former Editions, I expreſſed myſelf, on 
this Point, unwarih and har/hly. But my Meaning, 


and real Sentiments, were no other than thoſe repre- 


| ſented above. — The Reader, from ſuch unguarded Inti- 


mations, might too naturally be led to conclude, That 
the Author avows, and would ſtir up, a Spirit of Perſe- 
culion. 
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ANOTHER Circumitance, recommending me 
and endearing the flowery Creation, is their del 
regular Succeſſuon. They make not their Ap- Fee 
pearance all at once, but in an orderly Rotation. lic 
While a proper Number of thele obliging Re- em 
tainers are in waiting, the others abſcond; bu: WM pl: 
hold themſelves in a Poſture of Service, ready to rat 
take their Turn, and fill each his reſpective mi 
Station the Inſtant it becomes vacant.— The ch 
Snowdrop, foremoſt of the lovely Train, breaks in 


her Way through the frozen Soil, in order to 
preſent her early Compliments to her Lord. 
Dreſſed in the Robe of Innocency, ſhe ſteps 
forth, fearleſs of Danger; long before the Trees 
haveventuredto unfold their Leaves, even while 
the Icicles are pendent on our Houſes, —Next 
peeps out the Crocus ;-but cautiouſly, and with 
an Air of 'Timidity. She hears the howling 
Blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low Situation. 
Afraid ſhe ſeems, to make large Excurſions 
from her Root; while ſo many rufhan Winds 
are abroad, and ſcouring along the Æcher.— 
Nor is the Violet laſt, in this ſnining Embaſſy 
of the Year. Which with all the Embceliiſh- 


ments, 


culion. But, this is a Method of dealing with Oppo- 
nents in religious Doctrines, which He diſclaims, as ab- 
ſurd; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is for no Force, 
but that of rational Conviction ; for no Couſtraint, but 
that of affectionate Perſuaſion. Thus, If you plcale. 
compel them to come in, Luke xiv. 23. | 
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ments, that would grace a Royal Garden, con- 
deſcends LO line Our Hedges, and grow at the 


| Feet of Briars. Freely, and without any So- 


licitation, ſhe diſtributes the Bounty of her 
emiſſive Sweets: while herſelf, with an exam- 


| plary Humility, retires from Sight; ſeeking 


rather to adminiſter Pleaſure, than to win Ad- 
miration *. Emblem, expreſſive Emblem, of 


| thoſe modeſt Virtues, which delight to bloom 


in Obſcurity: which extend a chearing Influ- 


| ence to Multitades, who are ſcarce acquainted 


with the Source of their Comforts! Motive, en- 
gaging Motive, to that ever- active Beneficence; 


which ſtays not for the Importunity of the Diſ- 


treſſed, but anticipates their Suit, and prevents 
them with the Bleſſings of its Goodneſs !—The 


poor Polyanthus, that lately adorned the Border 
| with her ſparkling Beauties; and, tranſplanted 


into our Windows, gaveus a freſh Entertain- 
ment; is now no more. I ſaw her Complexion 
fade; I perceived her Breath decay; till at length 
ſhe expired, and dropt into her Grave. Scarce 
have we ſuſtained this Loſs, but in comes the 
Auricula, and more than retrieves it. Arrayed ſhe 
comes in a ſplendid Variety of amiable Forms; 
with an Eye of Cryſtal, and Garments of the 
moſt gloſſy Sattin; exhaling Perfume, and 
powdered with Silver. A very diſtinguiſhed 


Proceſſion this! The favourite Care of the Flo- 


riſt! 
* Prodoſſe quam conſpicit. 
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riſt! Scarce one among them, but is dignified 
with a Character of Renown; or has the Hon- 
our to repreſent, ſome celebrated Toaſt. But 
theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their illuſtrious 
Titles, have exhauſted their whole Stock of 
Fragrance, and are mingled with the meaneſt 
Duſt. Who could forbear grieving at their 
Departure, did not the Tulibs begin to raiſe them- 
ſelves on their fine Wands, or ſtately Stalks? 
They fluſh the Parterre with one of the gayeſt 
Dreſſes, that blooming Nature wears. Did ever 
Beau or Belle make ſo gaudy an Appearance. 
in a Birth-night Suit? Here, one may behold 
the innocent Wantonnels of Beauty. Here, ſhe 
indulges a I houſand Freaks, and ſports herſelf 
in the moſt charming Diverſity of Colours, 
Yet, I ſhould wrong her, were I to call hera 
Coquet ; becaule, ſhe plays her lovely Changes, 
not to enkindle diſſolute Affections, but to diſ- 
play her Creator's Glory. — Soon ariſes the 
Anemone; incircled at the bottom, with a ſpread- 
ing Robe; and rounded, at the Top, into a 
beautiful Dome. In its looſely-flowing Mantle, 
you may obſerve a noble Negligence; in its 
gently-bending Tufts, the niceſt Symmetiy. 
I would term it, the fine Gentleman of the Gar- 
den; becauſe, it ſeems to have learnt the ſin- 
gular Addreſs, of uniting Simplicity with Re- 
finement; of reconciling Art and Eaſe. — The 
fame Month has the Merit of producing the 


Ra- 
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Ranunculus. All bold and graceful, it expands 
the Riches: of its Foliage; and acquires, by 
Degrees, che lovelieſt Enamel in the World. 
As Perſons of intrinſic Worth, diſdain the 
ſuperficial Arts of Recommendation, practiſed 
by Fops, ſo, this lordly Flower ſcorns to bor- 
row any, of its Excellence, from Powders and 
Eſſences. It needs no ſuch Attracti ves, to ren- 
der it the Darling of the Curious; being 
ſufficiently engaging from the Elegance of its 
Figure, the radiant Variety of its Tinges, and 
a certain ſuperior Dignity of Aſpect. —Me- 
thinks, Nature improves in her Operations. 
Her lateſt Strokes are moſt maſterly. To crown 
the Collection, ſhe introduces the Carnation. 
Which captivates every Eye, with a noble 
Spread of Graces ; and charms another Senſe, 
with a Profuſion of exquiſite Odours. This 
ſingle Flower has centred in itſelf, the Perfec- 
tions of all the preceding. The Moment it ap- 
pears, it ſo commands our Attention, that we 
ſcarce regret the Abſence ofthe reſt.--The Gilh- 
flower, like a real Friend, attends you through 
all the Viciſſuudes and Alterations of the Seaſon. 
While others make a tranſient Viſit only, this 
is rather an Inhabitant, than a Gueſt in your 
Garden; adds Fidelity to Complaiſance. 

IT is in vain to attempt a Catalogue of theſe 
amiable Gifts. There is an endleſs Muliiplicić. 
in their Characters; yet an invariable Order, 


OE RE 2 in 
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in their Approaches. Every Month, almoſte every 
Week, has its peculiar Ornaments; not ſervile- 
ly copying the Works of its Predeceſſor, but 
forming, ſtill forming, and till executing ſome 
new Deſign. So laviſh is the Fancy, yet fo ex- 
act is the Proceſs, of Nature! 

HxzRx, let me ſtand awhile, to contemplate 
this Diftribution of Flowers, through the ſeveral 
Periods of the Year. —Were they all to bloſ- 
ſom together; there would be at once a pro- 
miſcuous Throng, and at once a total Privation. 
We. ſhould ſcarce have an Opportunity, of ad- 
verting to the dainty Qualities of Half; aud 
muſt ſoon loſe the agreeable Company of them 
All. But now, fince « every Species has a ſeparate 
Poſt to occupy; and a diſtinct, Interval for ap- 
pearing; we can take a leiſurely and minute 
Survey of each ſucceeding Set. We can view 
and review their Forms; enter into a more in- 
timate Acquaintance with their charming Ac- 
compliſhments; and receive all thoſe pleaſing 
Services, which chey are commiſſioned to oy 
— This remarkable Piece of | Occonomy, is 
productive of another very valuable Effect. It 
not only places, in the moſt advantageous 
Light, every particular Community; but is 
alſo a ſure Pro viſionary Reſource, againſt the 
Frailty of the whole Nation. Or, to ſpeak more 
uy” it renders the flowery Tribes a fon 


of 
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of * Immortal Corps. For, though ſome are 
"nelly dropping; yet, by this Expedient, 
others are as continually riling, to beautify 
our Borders, and. prolong the Entertainment. 

War Goodneſs is this, to provide. ſuch a 
Series of Gratifications for Mankind! Both ta 
diverſify, and perpetuate, the fine Collation! 
To take care, that our Paths, ſhould be, in a 
Manner, inceſſantly ſtrewęd with Flowers! 
And what Wiſdom, to bid every one of theſe 
inſenſible Beings, know the preciſe Juncture 
for their coming forth! Inſomuch that no Ac- 
tor on a Stage, can be more exact in perform- 
ing his Part; can make a more regular eh. 
* men punctual Exit. 

Wno imboldens the Da ffodil, to venture 
ne in February; and to truſt her flowerin ing 
Gold, with inclement and treacherous Skies! 
Who informs the various Tribes of Fruit-begr- 
ing. Bloſſoms; that vernal Suns, and a.more 
genial Warmth, are fitteſt for their delicate 
Texture? Who teaches, the Clove to ſtay; till 
hotter Beams are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy 
Richneſs into her Odours, and tincture her 
Complexion with the deepeſt Crimſon?— 

Q 3 | Who 

* In Alluſion tothe celebrated Practice of the Pſian 
Kings; : who maintained, for their Lifeguard, a 
5 Body of Troops, called Immortal ; becauſe it per- 
vs petually ſubſiſted: For as ſoon as any of the Men died, | 


another was immediately put into his Place.” Rol- 
LIN S Antient TT Vol II. 
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Who diſpoſes theſe beautiful Troops, into ſuch 
orderly Bodies; retarding ſome and acceleratin 
others? Who has inſtructed them to file off, 
with ſuch perfect Regularity; as ſoon as the 
Duty of their reſpective Station is over? And, 
when one Detachment retires, Who gives che 
Signal, for another immediately to advance? 
Who, but that unerring Providence, which, 
from the h igheſt Thrones of Angels, to the 
very loweſt Degrees of Exiſtence, orders all 
Things in © Number, Weight, and Meaſure!” 
Tuxs x, O my Soul, are the Regulations of 
that moſt adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, 
who bowed the Heavens; came down to dwell 
on Earth; and united the Frailty of the mortal 
Nature, to all the Glories of His Godhead. All 
the Honour of this admirable Eſtabliſhment, 
belongs to thy Ranſom, thy Surety, thy Sa- 
viour. To HIM it belongs, who ſuſtained 
the Vengeance, which thou hadſt deſerved, and 
waſt doomed to ſuffer; who fulfilled the Obe- 
dence, which thou waſt obliged, but unable, 
to perform; and who humbled himſelf (ſtupen- 
dous, ineffable Loving-Kindneſs !) humbled 
Himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs. 
H x formed this vaſt Machine, and adjuſted 
its nice Dependencies. The Pillars, that ſupport 
it; the Embelliſhments, that adorn it; and the 
Laws, that Govern it; are the Reſult of his 
unſearchable Counſels. O! the Heights of 
| His 
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His Majeſty, and the Depths of his Abaſement ! ! 

Wurc ſhall we bi molt, His eſſential 
Greatneſs, or His free Grace? He created the 
exalted Seraph, that ſings in Glory ; ; and every 
the minutelt Inſect, that flutters in Air, or 
crawls in Duſt. He marks out a Path, for all 
thoſe Globes of Light, which travel the Circuit 


of the Skies; and diſdains not to rear the Violet 


from its lowly Bed, or toplait the Daiſy which 
dreſſes our Plains. So grand are his Operations; 
yet fo condeſcending his Regards! If Summer, 
like a ſparkling Bride, 1s brilliant and glori- 
ous in her Apparel; what is this, but a feeble 
Reflection of his uncreated Effulgence? If Au- 
tumn, like a munificent Hoſt, opens her 
Stores, and gives us all Things richly to enjoy; 
what is this but a little Taſte of his inex- 
hauſtible Liberality? If Thunders roar, you 
hear the Sound of his Trumpet: If Lightnings 
glare, you ſee the Launching of his glittering 
wo If © the perpetual Hills be 1 and 
the everlaſting Mountains bowed,” you be- 
hold a Diſplay-—No, ſays the Prophet, you 
have rather The Hiding of his Power. So 


23 im- 


* Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magnificently 
conceived, than the Imagery of this whole Chapter; and 
upon the Foot ot our Interpretation, nothing was ever 
more delicately and nobly turned, than the Sentiment of 


this Clauſe, Other Senſes of the Paſſage, I acknowledge 


may 
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immenſe is His Power; ſo uncontroulable and 
inconceivable; that all theſe mighty Works 


are but a Sketch, in which more is concealed 


than diſcovered. _ 
Tus, I think, we ſhould always view the 
viſible Syſtem; with an Evangelical Teleſcope 
e | (if 
may be aſſigned with equal Propriety, But none, I 
think, can be imagined ſo majeſiic and ſublime. As the 
Original will fairly admit of it; as it carries no Diſz- 
greement with the Context; and expreſſes a moſt im- 
ortant, as well as undoubted Truth; I hope, I may 
© permitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of Accommodation, 
— Eſpecially, as it ſuggeſts one of the fineſt Motos im- 


aginable; wherewith to inſcribe all the viſible produc-, 
tions of the Creator's Hand. When, ſtruck with Aſtoniſh- 


ment, we conſider their Grandeur, Beauty, and con- 


ſummate Perfections; let us, in Juſtice to their Author, 
apply the exalted Reflection of this ſacred Ode: In all 


A theſe is the Hiding, rather than an adequate Diſplay, 


, lis matchleſs Power. Tho' they challenge our Praiſe, 
«+ and ſurpaſs our Comprehenſion ; yet are they by no 


means the utmoſt Exertions, but rather ſome {lighter 
Eſſays, of omnipotent Skill. —Afilion, relating the 


Overthrow of the fallen Angels, introduces a grand 
Circumſtance, not much unlike the preceding. Meſſial, 


- unaided and alone, had routed an innumerable Hoſt of 


apoſtate Spirits. This was great and marvelious. But 
to create a juſter Idea of the illuſtrious Conqueror, our 


Poet beautifully adds; 


\ Yet half his Strength he put not fert. 


If we forget to make the ſame Remark, when we con- 
template Gop in his Works; we muſt neceſſarily form 


very ſcanty Conceptions of that SurxtEME BEIG, 
before whom all Nations are as a. Drop of a Bucket, 


and are counted as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance. 
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if I may be allowed the Expreſſion), and with 
an Evangelical Microſcope. Regarding CHRIST 
Jesus, as the great Projector and Architect; 
who planned, and executed, the amazing 
scheme. Whatever is magnificent or valua- 
ble; tremendous or amiable; ſhould ever be 
aſcribed to the Redeemer. This, is the Chriſ- 
tian's Natural Philoſophy. With regard to this 
Method of confidering the Things that are 
ſeen; we have an inſpired Apoſtle, for our 
Preceptor and Precedent. Speaking of CHRIST. 
He ſays; Thou, Loxp, in the Beginning, haſt | 
laid the Foundation of the Earth; and the 
„Heavens are the Work of thy Hands.”— 
Did we carefully attend to this leading Prin- 
ciple, in all our Examinations of Nature; it 
would, doubtleſs, be a moſt powerful Means 
of enkindling our Love, and * ſtrengthening our 

| „ Faith. 

*The Apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this Me- 
thod, of diſplaying the Honours of the Redeemer, and 
eſtabliſhing the Faith of his People—The beloved Diſ- 
ciple, teaching that moſt precious Doctrine, of a Lamb 
+ {lain to take away the Sins of the World; in order 
to evince the Sufficiency of CAHRIST's Sacrifice for this 
bleſſed Purpoſe, affirms, That All Things were made by 
Him: And without Him was not any Hung, no, not ſo 
much as one ſingle Being, made, John i. 3.— St. Paul, 
preaching the ſame glad Tidings to the Coloſſians, and 
expreſsly maintaining, That we have Redemption 
through his Blood; ſeems to foreſee an Objection of 


this kind. To expiate Tranſgreſſions againſt an in- 
5 „bits 
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Faith. When I look round upon Millions of 
noble Subſtances, and carry with me this tran- 
ſporting Reflection, © The Maker of them all, 
expired on a Croſs for me;” how can I re- 
main any longer indifferent? Myſt not the 
coldeſt Heart, begin to glow with: Gratitude?— 
When I ſurvey an Immenſity of the fineſt Pro- 
ductions imaginable; and remember, That the 
Author ofthem all, is my © Righteouſneſs and 
my Redemption; how can I chooſe but re- 

| pole 


finite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious AR. It mult coſt 
*« vaſtly mote than any common Surety can pay, to 
_ **© redeem a ſinful World. What Reaſon have we tv 
believe, that Jesus is equal to this mighty Under- 
taking? All poſſible Reaſon, replies the Apoſile, 
from the Dignity of his Perſon, For He is the Image if 
the Inviſible Go p; and from the Greatneſs of his Works, 
For by Him all things uere made. Conſider the Operations 
of His Hands, and you cannot doubt the atoning 
Efficacy of His Death, Col. i. 15, 16, —The Author 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, falls exaQtly into the ſame 
Train of arguing. Declaring, that CHRIST Jesvs has 
purged our Sins, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf ; he proves 
His ample Ability for this tremendous Office, from 
his Eſſential Excellence, becauſe He is the Brightneſs o 
his Father's Glory; and from his admirable Works, 
| becauſe He made the Worlds, and upholdeth all Things by 
the Word of lis Pygver, Heb. i. 2, 3.—Which Truth, 
as it 1s ſo important in itſelf; of ſuch fignal Comfort to 
Chriſtians; and fo particularly inſiſted on, by the in- 
fpired Writers; I hope, I {hall need no Apology, for 
an Attempt to illuſtrate andenforce it, in a kind of evan- 
gelical Diſcant upon Creation, annexed to theſe Reflec- 
tions. | 
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poſe the moſt chearful Confidence, in ſuch a 
Mediator 

LET me add one more Nanette upon wha 
admirable Adjuſtment of every Particular, re- 
lating to theſe fine Colonies planted in the 
Parterre—With ſuch Accuracy and Correct- 
neſs, is their Structure finiſhed ; that any the 
Jeaſt conceivable Alteration, would very much 
impair their PerſeQion. Should you fee, for 
| Inſtance, the nice Diſpoſition of the Tultp's 
Attire fly abroad, diſorderly and irregular, like 
the flaunting Woodbine : Should the Jeſſamine 
rear her diminutive Head, on thoſe grand 
Columns which ſupport the Hollihock: Should 
| the eret and manly Aſpect of the Piony, hang 
down with a penſive Air, like the flexile Bells 
of the Hyacinth : Should that noble Plainneſs, 
which diſtinguiſhes the Lily, be exchanged 
for the glittering Fringes, which edgethe Pink; 
or the gaudy Stains, which bedrop the Iris: 
Should thoſe tapering Pillars, which. ariſe in 
the Middle of its Vaſe, and, tip with golden 
Pendants, give ſuch a Luſtre to the ſurround- 
ing Panels of Alabaſter—Should thoſe fink 
and diſappear, like the Chives which cover the 
Heart of the Anemone:—In many of theſe 
Caſes, would not the Tranſpoſition be fantaſ- 
tical and aukward? In all, to the apparent Pre- 
judice of every Individual! ? 
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AGAIN; with regard to the Time. of their 
appearing; this Circumſtance is ſettled, by a 


m 
remarkable Foreſight: and Precaution. What il 
would become of the Sailor; if, in very 8 


ſtormy Weather, he, ſhould raiſe a lofty Maſt, 
and croudit with all his Canvas ! Such would 
be the ill Effect; if the moſt Stately Species of 
Flowers; ſhould preſume to come abroad, in 
the bluſtering Months. Ah! how would they 
rue the imprudent Boldneſs! Therefore, thoſe 
only that ſhoot the ſhorteſt: Stems, and diſplay 
the-{malleſt; Spread of Leaves, or (it you pleale) 
carry the leaſt Soil, are launched amidſt the 
blowing Seaſons, —How- injudiciouſly would 
the Penſumen act; if he ſhouldunſeal his ſineſt 
Eſlences, and expoſe them to the Northern 
Winds, or Wintry Rains! Our blooming 
Aztiſts of the aromatic Profeſſion, at leaſt the 
moſt; delieate: among them, ſeem perfecily 
aʒyare of the Conſequences of ſucha Procedure. 
Accordingly, they poſtpone the Opening of 
their odonferous Preaſures; till a ſerener Air, 
and more unclouded Skies, grant a Protection 
| to 
* Gaſomir, in a very poetical Manner, addreſſes him- 
ſelf; to the dormant Roſe; and moſt prettily invites her 
to venture abroad, by the Mention of theſe two Circum- 
ſlances 5 
Siderum ſacros imilata vullus, 
Quid lates dudum, Roſa? Delicalum 
Effer e terris caput. O tepentis | 
- | Filia cell. Yan 
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to their amiable Traffic: till they are under no 
more Apprehenſions, of having their ſpicy Cells 
rifled by rude Blaſts, or W in inceſſant N 
Showers. 


WraT'a viking? Argement i is here er Re- 
gnation; unfeigned Reſignation, to all the 


Diſpoſals of Providence? Too often are our 


diſſatisfied Thoughts apt to find Fault with 
Divine Diſpenſations. We tacitly arraign our 
Maker's Conduct, or queſtion his Kindneſs 
with regard to ourſelves. We fancy our Lot, 
not ſo commodioully ſituated ; or our Condi- 


tion, not ſo happily circumſtanced; as if we 


had been placed in ſome other Station of Life. 
But, let us be hold this exquiſitely nice Re- 


Sulation 
libi nubes fern of, 
* Fugant albis Zephyri quadrigis ; 
Jam tibi mulcet Boream jocantis 
Aura Favoni. i 
Child of the Summer, charming Roſe, Fo 


No longer i in Confacment lie; 


* Ariſe to Light; thy Form diſcloſe; 
"Rival the Spangles of the Sky. 


The Rain are gone; the Storms are oer; 
Winter retires to make thee Way: 
Come then, thou ſweetly bluſhing Flower; 

Come, lovely Stranger, come away. 


The Sun is dreſs'd in beaming Smiles, 
T0 give thy Beauties to the Day: 
Young Zephyrs wait, wich gentleſt Gales, 
I To fan thy Boſom, as they play. 
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gulation ofthe mnute/t Plants; and be aſhamed 
of our rehining Folly. Could any Fibre in 
their Compoſition, be altered; or one Line in 
their Features, be tranſpoſed; without cloud. 
ing ſome of their Beauties! Could any Foldin 
their Veſtments. be varied; or any Link in 
their orderly Succeſlion, be broken; without 
injuring ſome delicate Property? And does no 
that All-ſceing Eye, which preſerves ſo exact 
a Harmony, among thele pretty Toys; main- 
tain as watchful a Care, over His rational 
Creatures: ? Does He chooſe the propereſt 
Seaſon, for the Cowſlip to ariſe, and drink the 
Dews? And can He negle& the Concerns, or 
misjudge the Conveniencies, of His Sons and 
Daughters? He, who has ſo completely diſpoſed, 
whatever pertains to the vegetable Oeconomy; 
that the leaſt Diminution or Addition, would 
certainly hurt the finiſhed Scheme; does, 
without all Peradventure, preſide, with equal 
Addition, over the Intereſts of his own People. 
Bx ſtill, then, thou uneaſy Mortal“; know, 
that Go is unerringly wiſe; and be aſſured, 
that, amidſt the greateſt Multiplicity of Beings, 
Hs e does not overlook thee. Thy Saviour has 
5 Siven me Authority to aſſert, That thou Nt 
970 | ar 


* Permillas ipſis expendere "induc, quid 
Conveniat nobis, rebuſque ſit utile noſtris, 
Nam pro jucundis aptiſſima quæque dabunt dii : 
Carior if ny homo, quam þ bi Jvuv- 1 
ince 


nce 
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far ſap erior Value, in the Eflimate of Omni- 
potence, than all the Herbage of the Field.— 
If His facred Will, ordains Sickneſs for thy 
portion; never dare to imagine, That uninter- 
rupted Health would be more advantageous. 


If He pleaſes to with-hold, or take away, „ Chil- 


dren; never preſume'to conclude, That thy 


Happineſs i is blaſted, becauſe thy Hopes of an 
increaſing Family are diſappointed. He that 
marſhals all the Starry Hoſt, and ſo accurately 


arranges every the meaneſt Species of Herbs; 


HE orders all the Peculiarittes, all the Changes 
of thy State, with a Vigilance, that nothing can 
elude; with a Goodnels, that endureth for 
ever Bow thy Head, therefore, in humble Ac- 
quieſcence. Reſt ſatisfied, That whatever is, by 


| the Appointment of Heaven“ is right, is beſt. 


Vor. I. | R AMONG: 


Since all the downward TraQs of Time 
Goo s watchful Eye ſurveys ; 

O! who ſo wile to choole our Lot, 
And regulate our Ways ? 


Since none can doubt his equal Love, 
Unmeaſurably kind 5 

To his uner ring, gracious Will, 
Be evry Wuh reſign d. 


Good when He gives, ſupremely Good; 
Nor leſs, when he denies; 1 

Ev n Geil from his ſov' reign Hand, 
Are Bleſſings in Diſguiſe. 


L * Whatever i is, is right—If. Mr. 12 underſtands che 
Maxim 
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Amone all the Productions of the Third 
Creating-Day, this of Flowers ſeems to be pe- 
culiarly deſigned for Man. Man has the 
Monopoly of this Favour: it is conferred on 
Him, by a Sort of excluſive Charter. See the 
Imperial Crown, ſplendid and beautifully grand! 
See the Tuberoſe, delicate and languiſhing| 
fair! See all the Pomp and Glory of the Par. 


terre; 


Maxim, according to the Limilation ſuggeſted above, he 
ſpeaks a moſt undeniable and glorious Truth. But if 
that great Poet includes whatever comes to pals, through 
the wild and extravagant Paſſions of Men; furcly no 
thinking Perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, can accede to his 
Opinion. —What Gop orders, is wiſe, beyond all Poſ- 
fibility of Correction; and good, above all that we can 
alk or think. His Decrees, are the Reſult of inknitc 
Diſcernment; and his Diſpenſations, the Iſſues of un— 
. bounded Benevolence. —But Man, fallen Man, is hur- 
ried away by his Luſts, into a thouſand Irregularities; 
which are deplorably evil in themſelves, and attended 
with Conſequences, manifeſtly pernicious to Socicty.— 
Let the Sentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to the Dil 
poſals of Heaven, and I moſt readily ſubſcribe it. But, 
if it be extended to the Conduct of Men, and the Efleds 
of their Folly; I think myſelf obliged, to enter my 
Proteſt againſt it. For, whatever kindles the Divine 
 Indignation—is Cauſe of final Ruin to the Author— 
is ſtrictly forbidden by Gop s holy Word—1s contrary 
to the whole Deſign of his revealed Will, and the very 
Reverſe of his eſſential Attributes —This, cannot po- 
fibly be right, This, is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Om. 
nipotence, indeed, can over-rule it, and educe Good 
from it. But the very Notion of over-ruling, ſuppoſes 
it to be abſolutely wrong in itſelf, _ 
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terre; where Paint and Perfume do Wonders. 
Yet the inferior Animals are neither ſmit with 
their Beauties, nor regaled with their Odours. 
The Horſe never ſtands ſtill, to gaze upon their 
Charms; nor does the Ox turn aſide, to browſe 
upon their Sweets. Senſes they have, to diſcern 
theſe curious Objects in the groſs; but no 
Taſte, to diſtinguiſui or reliſh their fine Accom- 
pliſhments.—Juſt ſo, carnal and unenli ghtened 
Men, may underſtand the literal Meaning of 
Scripture; may comprehend the Evidences of 
its Divine Inſpiration. Yet have no ardent 
Longing for the ſpiritual Bleſſings, it offers; 
ſee *no Form or Comelineſs“ in the Saviour, 
it deſcribes, ſo as to render Him the ſupreme 
Deſire of their Souls. | 
Tux chief End of theſe beautiful Appear- 
ances, Philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh 
theEmbryo Seed; or to ſwathethe tender Body, 


during 1ts infant State.—But, whatever is the 
chief End of Nature; 'tis certain, ſhe never de- 


parts from the Deſign, of adminiſtering Delight 
to Mankind“. This is inſeparably connected 
R 2 with 


We find that the moſt important Parts in the 
it Vegetable World, are thoſe which are the moſt beau- 
** tiful. Theſe are the Seeds by which the ſeveral Races 
++ of Plants are propagated and continued, and which 
ate always lodged in Flowers or Bloſſoms, Nature 
+ ſeems to hide her principal Deſign, and to be indul- 

| | „ trious 
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wich her other Views. — Were it only to ſecure 
a reproductive Principle, what need of ſuch 
elegant Complications? Why ſo much Art em- 
ployed, and ſo many Decorations added? Why 
thould Veſtments be prepared, richer than 
| Brocades ; more delicate than Lawns; and of 
a finer Glow, than the moſt admired Velvets? 
—lIf the great Mother hadno other Aim, than 
barely to accommodate her little Ottspring: 
warm F lannel, or homely Fuſtian, would have 
ſerved her Turn. Served it, full as well as the 
moſt ſumptuous Tiſſues, or all the F urniture of 
the Mercer's Shop. 
Evinexnt then it is, that Flowers. were en- 
dued with ſuch enchanting Graces, for the Nea- 
ſure of Man. In vurſuance of this ricinol Jo- 


£ LY * - 
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tention, they have always paid their Count to 
the human Race; they ſtill ſeem particularly 
ſolicitous of recommending themſelves to our 
Regard. The fineſt of each Species ctoud about 
our Habitations; and are rarely to be ſeen, at 
a Diſtance from our Abodes. They thrive un- 

der our cultivating Hand, and obferving Eye; 
but degenerate and pine away, if unregarded 


by their Lord. —To win his Attention, and 


deck his Retreats, they hide their Deformities 
under Ground; and diſplay nothing but the 


molt 


© trious in a making the Each gay and delightful, while 
© ſhe is carrying on her great Work, and intent upon 
her own Preſervation. Spett, Vol. V. No. 387. 
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moſt graceful Forms, and engaging Colours, 
to his Sight. — To merit a farther Degree of 
his Eſteem, the Generality of them diſpenle a 
delightful Perfume, What is ſtill more obliging, 


| they * reſerve their richeſt Exhalations, to em- 


balm his Morning and Evening Walks f. Be- 

cauſe He uſually chooſes thoſe cool Hours, 

to recreate himſelf among their blooming 

Ranks; therefore, atthoſe Hours, they are moſt 
laviſh of their Fragrance, and breathe out 
their choiceſt Spirits. 

O Man, greatly beloved by thy Creator ! 

The Darling of Providence! Thou art diſtin- 
guiſhed by his Goodneſs; diſtinguiſh thyſelf 
alſo by thy Gratitude. Be it thy one undivided 
Aim, to glorify him; who has been at ſo much 
Expence, to gratily thee! - While all theſe in- 
terior Creatures, in ſilent Eloquence, declare 
the Glory of Gop; do thou lend them thy 
Tongue. Be thou the High-Prieſt of the mute 
Creation. Let their Praiſes be come vocal inthy 
Songs. —Adorethe ſupreme Benefactor, for the 


R 3 Bleſ- 


F | The Flow'rs, : 
That open now their choiceſt boſom'd Smells, 
Reſerv d from Night, and kept for thee in Store. 
1Lr. 

+ The twining Jeſamine, and the bluſhing Roſe, 
With laviſh Grace their Morning Scents diſcloſe; 
The ſmelling Tub'roſe and Jonquil declare 
The ſtronger Impulſe of an Ev'ning Air. | 

5 PRIOR 5 Sol. 
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Bleſſings He ſhowers down, upon every Order 
of Beings. Adore him for numberleſs Mercies, 


which are appropriated to thyſelf. But, above 


all, adore Him, forthat noble Gift of a rational, 
and immortal Soul. —This conſtitutes us 
Maſters of the Globe, and gives us the real 
Enjoyment of its Riches. This diſcovers ten 
thouland Beauties, which otherwiſe had been 
loſt; and renders them beth a Source of De- 
lights, and a Nurſery of Devotion. By Virtue 
of this exalted Principle, we are qualified to 
admire our Maker's Works, and capable of 
bearing his illuſtrious Image: bearing his il 
luſtrious Image, not only when theſe Orna- 
ments of the Ground, have reſigned their Hon- 
ours; but, when the great Origin of Day, is 
extinguiſhed in the Skies; and all the flaming 
Orbs on high, are put outin obſcure Darknels. 
——T hen to ſurvive; to ſurvive the Ruins of one 
World, and to enjoy GOD To reſemble Gov 
——to be filled with all the Fulneſs of God, 
in another What a Happineſs, what an in- 
eſtimable Happineſs, is this! Yet, / is is thy 
Privilege, (barter it not, for Trifles of an Hour) 
this thy glorious Prerogatiue, O Man! 

O! Tux Goodneſs, the exuberant Goodneſs, 
of our Gop! I cannot forbear celebrating it 


once more, before I paſs to another Conhdera- 


tion. How much ſhould we think ourlelves 
obliged, to a generous Friend; who ſhould 


build 
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build a ſtately Edifice “, purely for our Abode ! 
But how greatly would the Obligation be in- 

PEER creaſed; 


* I cannot perſuade myſelf, that the Compariſon is 
firetched beyond proper Bounds, when carried to this 
Pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt Opinion, That the World, at 
leaſt this lower World, with its various Appurtenances, 
was intended purely for Man; that it 1s appropriated to 
him; and that he (in Subordination to Gop's Glory) 
is the End of its Creation. —Other-Animals, 'tis true, 
partake of the Creator's Benefits : but then, they partake 
under the Notion of Man's Domeſtics, or on the Foot 
of Retainers to Him; as Creatures, which bear ſome 
Relation to his Service, and ſome way or other contri- 
bute to his Good. So that ſtill He is the Centre of the 
Whole; or, as our incomparable Milton, equally Maſ- 
ter of Poetry and Divinity, expreſſes himſelf, 4% Things 
live for Man. Par. Loft, B. XI. 16r. 

Mr. Pofe, in his Ethic Epiſtles, is pleaſed to explode 
this Tenet, as the Height of Pride, and a groſs Abfurdity, 
— For my Part, I fee no Reaſon ſor ſuch a Charge. With 
all Submiſſion to ſo ſuperior a Genius, it ſeems very 
remote from Pride, to be duly ſenſible of Favours vouch- 
ſafed: to contemplate them in all the Extent of their 
Muniſicence, and acknowledge them accordingly. I 
ſhould rather imagine, That to contract their Size, when 
they are immenſly large; to ſtint their Number, when 
they are altogether innumerable ; that ſuch a Procedure 
ſavours more of Inſenſibility, than our Hypotheſis of 
Preſumption; and has more in it of Ingratitude, than 
that of Arrogance. | e 
And how can it be deemed an Abſurdity, To main- 
tan that Gop gave us @ World, for our Poſſeſſion; 
when it is our Duty to believe, That he gave us his 
only Son, for out Propitiation? Sure, it can be neither 

oe, | difficult 
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creaſed; if the Hand that built, ſhould alſo 
furniſh it! And not only furniſh it, with all that 


18 


difficult nor extravagant, to ſuppoſe, That he deſigned 
the habitable Globe, with its whole Furniture, for our 
preſent Uſe; ſince he with-held not his holy Child }:- 
sus, but freely delivered him up, for our final Salva- 
tion, | | 

Upon the Whole; I cannot but conclude, That the 
Attempt of our famous Poet is neither kind, with regard 
to his Fellow-creatures—nor grateful, with regard to 
his Creator—neither is his Scheme, in Fact, true, The 
Attempt not kind, with regard to Man; bacauſe, it robs 
him of one of the moſt delightful and raviihing Con- 
templations imaginable, To conſider the great Author 
of Exiſtence as having -me in his Eye, when he formed 
univerſal Nature; as contriving all Things, with an 
immediate View, to the Exigencies of my particular 
State; and making them all in ſuch a Manner, as might 
be moſt couducive to my particular Advantage ;this mull 
occaſion the ſtrongeſt Satisfactions, whenever 1 caſt a 
Glance on the Objects that ſurround me—Not graf 
with regard to Goo ; becauſe it has the moſt direct Ten- 
dency to diminiſh our Senſe of his Kindneſs, and by that 
Means, to throw a Damp upon our Gratitude. It teaches 
us to look upon ourſelves, as almoſt loſt among a Croud 
of other Beings, orregarded only with an occaſional and 
incidental Beneficence. Which muſt certainly weaken 
the Diſpoſition, and indeed ſlacken the Ties, to the molt 
adoring Thankfulneſs.— To which, I apprehend, we 


map julily add; Neither is the Scheme, in Fact, tru. 


For, not to mention what might be urged from the ſure 
Word of Revelation, this one Argument appears ſuff- 
ciently concluſive. The World began with Man; the 
World mult ceaſe with Man; conſequently, the ory 


7 
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is commodious and comfortable; but ornament 


italſo, with whatever is ſplendid and delightful! 
This, has our molt indulgent Creator done; in, 
a Manner infinitely ſurpaſſing, all we could 


with, or imagine. 
TE Earth is aſſigned us for a Burli — 
The Sies are ſtretched over us, like a magnifi- 


cent Canopy, dyed in the pureſt Azure; and 


beautified, now with Pictures of floating Silver, 
now with Colourings of reflected Crimſon, — 


The Graſs is ſpread under us, as a ſpacious 


Carpet; wove with filken Threads of Green, 
and 


Uſe, the principal End of the World, is, to ſubſerye 
the Intereſt of Man. It 1 is on all Sides agreed, That the 


OL Was ng, nen Ilan was to be Farnithed 
with an Habitation; and that it will be demoliſhed, 


when Man has no farther Need of its Accommodations. 


When he enters into the Houſe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens, ** the Earth, and all the Works 
+ that are therein, ſhall be burnt up. From which it 
ſeems a very obvious and fair Deduction, That Man is 
the final Cauſe of this inferior Creation. | 

So that I think my Readers and myſelf privileded (not 
to ſay, on the Principles of Gratitude, obliged,) to uſe 
thoſe lovely Lines of our Author, with a Propriety 
and Truth, equal to their Elegance and Beauty. 


For me kind Nature wakes her genial Pur, 

Suckles each Herb, und ſpreads out eu vy. flowr! 

Annnal, for me, the Grape, the Roſe renew 

The Juice nectareous, and the balmy Dew; 

For me, the Mine a thouſand Treaſures brings; 

For me, Health gu/hes from a thouſand RO 6 
Eth. Ep. I. ver. 129. 
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and damaſked with Flowers of every Hue. 
The Sun, like a golden Lamp, is hung out in 
the ethereal Vault; and pours his Effulgence, 
all the Day, to lighten our Paths. - When 
Night approaches,the Moon takes up the friend- 


ly Office; and the Stars are kindled in twink- 


ling Myriads, to chear the Darkneſs with their 
milder Luſtre, not diſturb our Repole by 
too intenſe a Glare.— The Clouds, beſides the 
rich Paintings they hang around the Heavens, 
act the Part of a ſhifting Screen; and defend 
us, by their ſeaſonable Interpolition, from the 
ſcorching Beams of Summer. May we not allo 
regard them, as the great Watering-pots of the 
Globe? Which, wafted on the Wings of the 
Wind, diſpenſe their Mai {ture © evenly through. 
| | | . the 


This Circumſtance, amidſt Abundance of other de- 
licate and edifying Remarks upon the Wonders of Na- 
ture, is finely touched in the Philoſophical Tranſatlions 
recorded in the Book of Fob, Chap. xxxviii. ver. 15.— 
[my plg lſhthp tgalh] Who hath divided a Water-courſe for 
the Overflowing of Waters ? —The Hebrew is ſo pregnant 
and rich with Senſe, that no Tranſlation can do it Juſtice. 
The following Paraphraſe, perhaps may repreſent the 
principal Ideas comprehended in the expreſſive Origi- 
nal. Who has branched out, and with admirable Judg- 
ment, diſpoſed a Variety of Aquedudts ; for that immenſe 
Collection of Waters, which float in the Sky? Who 
diſiributes thoſe pendulous Floods through all the Bor- 
ders of the Earth? Diſtributes them, not in dread{ul 
Cataracts, or promiſcuous Gluts of Rain; but in 11 

| | | rops 
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the univerſal Garden; and fructiſy, with their 


Showers, whatever our Hand Plauts.— The 
Fields are our exhauſtleſs Granary.— The 
Ocean is oudꝭ valt Reſervoir. —The Animals 
ſpend their Strength, to diſpatch our Buſineſs ; 
reign their Cloathing, to repleniſh our Ward- 
robe; and ſurrender their very Lives, to provide 
for our lables.—In ſhort, every Element is 
a Store-houle of Conveniencies ; every Seaſon 
brings us the choicelt Productions; all Nature 
is our Caterer. And, which is a moſt endear- 
ing Recommendation of theſe Favours, they 
are all as lovely, as they are uſeful. You ob- 
ſerve nothing mean or inelegant. Allis clad in 


Beauty's faireſt Robe“, and regulated by Pro- 


bortion's niceſt Rule. The whole Scene, ex- 


hibits a Fund of Pleaſures to the Imagination, 
| at 


Drops, and refreſhing Showers; with as much Regu- 


larity and Oeconomy, as if they were conveyed by Pipes 
from a Conduit ?*—To wr om ſhall we aſcribe that Nice- 
nels of Contrivance, which now emits, now reſtrains 
them: ſometimes derives their humid Train to one 
Place, ſometimes to another: diſpenſes them to this 
Soil in larger, to that in ſmaller Communications: and, 
in a Word, ſo manages the mighty Fluid, that every 
Spot is ſupplied, in exact Proportion to its Wants; none 
deſirozed, by an undiſiinguiſhing Deluge? | 


* Perhaps, it was from ſuch an Obſervation, that 
the Greeks, thoſe critical and refined Judges of Things, 
expreſſed the Mundane Syſtem by a Word, which figni- 
hes Beauly —Koſmos. | 
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at the ſame Lime, that it more than ſupplies 


all our Wants * 

FnERTTORE thou art inexcuſable, O Man, 
whoſoever thou art, that rebe a againſt thy 
Maker. He ſurrounds thee, with unnumbered 
Benefits; and follows thee, with an Effufion of 
the richeſt, nobleſt Gifts. He courts thy Aﬀec- 
tions; He ſolicits thy Gratitude; by Liberalities 
witch? are never intermitted, by a Bounty which 
knows no Limits. Moſt Bleſſed Lok, let 
this thy Goodneſs, thy unwearied Goodneſs 
lead us to Repentance. Win us to Thyſelf 


Thou Fountain of Felicity, by theſe ſwect In 


ducements. Draw us to our Duty, Thou G05 
of our Salvation, by thele © Cords of Love.” 
Wurar a living Picture is Here, of the bene- 
 fietal Effects of Iuduſiry]! By Induſtry and Cul- 
- tivation, this neat Spot is an Image of Eden. 
Here, is all that can entertain the Eye, or F re- 
gale the Smell. Whereas, without Cultivation, 
this ſweet Garden had been a deſolate Wilder- 
neſs. Vile Thiſtles had made it loathſome, and 
| tangling 


FW v6 Thoſe ſeveral livite Creatures, which are made 
for our Service or Suſtenance, at the ſame Time either 
fill the Woods with their Muſic, furniſh us with 
Game, or raiſe pleaſing Ideas in us by the Delight- 
385 fulneſs of their Appearance. Fountains, Lakes, aud 
of Rivers, are as refreſhing to the Imagination, as to the 
Soil through which they pals. 

Sell. Vol. V. No. 38). 


+ Omnis copia narium. Hox. 
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tangling Briers inacceſſible. Without Cultiva- 
tion, it might have been a Neſt for Serpents, and 
the horrid Haunt of venomous Creatures. But, 

the Spade and Pruning-knite 1 in the Hand of 
Induſtry, have improved it into a Tort of 
Terreſtrial Paradiſe. 

How naturally does this lead our Contem- 
plation, to the Advantages which flow from a 
viruous Education; and the Miſeries, which 
enſue from the * Neolef! of it!—The Mind, 
eg early Inſtruction, will, in all Probabi- 

y, become like the © Vineyard of the Slug- 

7 If left to the Propenſities of its own 
depraved Will; what can we expect, but the 
moſt luxuriant Growth of unruly Appetites ; 
which, in Time, will break forth into all Man- 
ner of ſcandalous Irregularities? What but 
that Anger, like a prickly Thorn, arm the Tem- 
per with an untractable Moroſeneſs: Peeviſhneſs, 
like a ſtinging Nettle, render the Converſation 
irkſome and forbidding: Avarice, like ſome 
choaking Weed, teach the Fingers to gripe, 
and the Hands to oppreſs: Revenge, like ſome 
poiſonous Plant, replete with baneful Juices, 
rankle in the Breaſt, and meditate Miſchief to 
its Netghbour: While unbridled Lu/ts, like 
Swarms of noiſome Inſects, taint each riſing 
Thought; and render * every Imagination of 
the Heart, only evil continually.” —Such, are 

Vor. N the 


Meglectis urenda filix innaſcitur agris. Hos. 
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the uſual Products of ſavage Nature! Such, the 
Furniture of the uncultivated Soul! 
WAuxREASs, let the Mind be put under the 
«© Nurture and Admonition of the Loxy:” Let 
holy Diſcipline clear the Soil: Let ſacred In- 
ſtructions ſow it with the beſt Seed: Let Skill and 
Vigilance dreſs the riſing Shoots; dire the 
young Ideas, how to ſpread; the wayward Pa- 
ſions, how to move. — Then, what a different 
State of the inner Man, will quickly take place 
Charity will breathe her Sweets, and Hope ex- 


pand her Bloſſoms: The perſonal Virtues diſplay 


their Graces, andthe ſocial ones their Fruits“: 
The Sentiments become generous; the Carriage 
endearing; the Life honourable and uſeſul+. 
O! ruar Governors of Families, and Mal- 
ters of Schools, would watch, with a conſcien- 
ious 


* This Transformation of the Heart, and Renewal 
of the Life, are repreſented in Scripture, by Similitudes 
very nearly allied to the Images uſed above. Go, by 
his Sanctifying Spirit, will make the Soul asa watered Gar- 
den. Under the Operation of this divine Principle, 
The Deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the Roſe. Where 
ever it exerts the refining and ennobling Energy, In- 


ſtead of the Thorn, ſhall come up the Fir-tree; and, inſtead 


F the Brier, the rice tree, Jerem. xxxi. 12, Iſa. xxxv. 


1. lv. 13. 


+— — A teneris aſſuęſcere tanti efl ! Vike. 
It is obſerved by Arjfiolle, That the Principles we 
imbibe, and the Habits we contract, in our early 
8 | | Years, 
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tious Solicitude, over the Morals of their 
tender Charge! What Pity it is, that the ad- 
vancing Generation ſhould loſe theſe invalu- 
able Endowments, through any Supineneſs in 


their Inſtructors !—See! ien what Aſfiduity, 


the curious Floriſt attends his little Nurſery ! He 


viſits them early and late; furniſhes them with 
the propereſt Mould; ſupplies them with ſea- 
ſonable Moiſture; guards them from the Ra- 
vages of Inſects; ſcreens them fromthe Injuries 
of che Weather; marks their ſpringing Buds; 
obſerves them attentively, through their whole 
Progreſs ; and never intermits his Anxiety, till 
he beholds them blown into full Perfection. 
And ſhall a Range of parted Leaves, which 
flouriſh To-day, and To-morrow fall to the 
Ground—Shall theſe be tended, with more 
zealous Application, than the exalted Faculties 
of an immortal Soul! | 
Ver truſt not, in Cultivation alone. It is the 
Bleſſing of the Almighty Huſbandman, which 
imparts Succeſs to ſuch Labours of Love. If 
GOD“ ſeal upthe Bottles of Heaven,” and com- 
mand the Clouds to with-hold their Fatneſs, 
the beſt manured Plot becomes a barren Deſart. 
. 82 And 


Years, are not Matters of ſmall Moment, but of the am 
Conſequence imaginable. They not only give a tranſient 
or ſuperficial Tincture, to our. ff Appearance i in Life; 
but moſt commonly ſtamp the Form, of our whole fu- 
ture Conduct, and even of our eternal State. 
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And it HE reſtrain the Dew of his Heavenly 
Benediction, all human Endeavours miſcarry; 
the rational Plantation languiſhes; our mofl 
pregnant Hopes, from Youths of the moſt 
promiſing Genius, prove abortive. T herr Roo! 
will be as Rottenneſs, and their Bloſſom will go 
uh as Duſt *. — Therefore, let Parents, plaut: 
let T wtors water; but let both look up to the 
Father of Sp:r:ts, for the deſired Increaſe. 
O every Side, I eſpy ſeveral budding Flow- 
ers. As yet they are like Bales of Cloth from 
the Packer's Warehouſe. Each is wrapt with- 
in a ſtrong Encloſure, and its Contents are tied 
together by the firmeſt Bandages. So that all 
their Peauties lie concealed, and all their Sweets 
are locked up.—Juſt ſuch is the niggardly 
Wretch; wholeAims are all turned inward, and 
meanly terminated upon Himſelf. Who makes 
his own private Intereſts, or perſonal Pleaſures, 
the ſole Centre of his Deſigns, and the ſcanty 
Circumfarence of his Actions. 
Ext long, the ſearching Beams will open 
theſe ſilken Folds, and draw them into a grace- 
ful Expanſion. Then, what a lovely Bluſh will 
glow in their Cheeks ; and what a balmy Odour 
exhale from their Boſoms !—So, when Divine 
Grace ſhines upon the Mind, even the Churl 
becomes bountiful. The Heart of Stone is taken 
away; anda Heart of Fleſh, a Heart * 
0 
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of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate Emotions, is 


introduced in its Stead. O! how ſweetly do the 
ſocial Affections dilate themſelves, under ſo 


benign an influence! Juſt like theſe diſcloſing 
Gems, under this powerful Eye of Day. The 
tender Regards, are no longer confined to a 


ſingle Object; but extend themſelves into a 
generous Concern for Mankind, and ſhed libe- 
ral Refreſhments on all within their Reach“. 

AkiskE then, Thou Sun of Righteouſneſs; 
ariſe, with Healing under thy Wings; and tranſ- 
ſuſe thy gentle, but penetrating Ray. through 
all our intellectual Powers. Inlarge every nar- 
ro Diſpoſition, and fill us with a diſfuſive Be- 


nevolence, Make Room in our Breaſts, for the 
whole human Race; and teach us to love 


S 3 EL ads 


* The Prophet, deſcribing the charitable Temper, very 


beautifully ſays; If thou draw out thy Soul to the Hungry! 


—This, I think, may not improperly be illuſtrated by 
the Circumſtances oblerved above. The opening of thoſe 
Buds into a large and extenſive Spread, is a pretty Por- 
trait of the Amplitude of a generous Heart ; which cannot 
ſhut up its Compaſſion, or remain unconcerned at any 
human Calamity. The Freeneſs and Copiouſneſs, with 


which the expanded Flowers are continually pouring 


out their choiceſt Eſſences, may repreſent the various 
Acts of an unwearied Liberality ; together with thoſe 
endearing Words, and that cordial Aflection, which em- 
balm, as it were, a Gift; double its Value; and con- 


ſtitute what the ſacred Penman ſtiles, Drawing out the 


Soul, Depromferis Animam tuam, Iſa, lviii. 10. 
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all our Fellow-creatures, for their amiable 
Creator's Sake. May we be pleaſed with their 
Excellencies, and rejoice in their Happineſs; 
but feel their Miſeries as our own, and, with a 
Brother's Sympathy, haſten to relieve them! 

| DisxeosEDd at proper Diſtances, I obſerve a 
Range of ſtrong and /lately Stalis. They ſtand 
like Tomers along the Walls of a fantifiel City; 
or riſe like lofty Spires, amidſt the Group of 
Houſes. They part, at the Top, into ſeveral 
penſile ſpiky Pods. From each of which, We 
hall ſoon ſee a fine Figure diſplaying itſelf: 
rounded into a Form, which conſtitutes a perfect 
Circle; ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank 
and communicative Air; and tinged with the 


Colour, which is ſo peculiarly captivating to 


the Miſer's Eye. 
Bur the Property I chiefly admire, is its 


paſſionate Fordneſs forthe Sun. When the Even- 


ing Shades take place, the poor Flower droops, 
and folds up its Leaves. It mourns all the long 
Night, and pines amidſt the Gloom, like ſome 
forlorn Lover, baniſhed from the Object of his 
Affections. No ſooner does Providence open 
the Eyelids of the Morning,” but it meets 
and welcomes the returning Light; courts and 
careſſes it, all the Day; nor ever loſes Sight of 
the reſulgent Charmer, ſo long as he continues 
above 
@ — Ila ſuum, quamvis Radice tenetur, 
Vertitur ad Solem.— — — Ov1o. 
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middle Sky; in the Evening, follows the ſame 


ed to their Beloved. Let us all be Heliotropes 


which creates our Day. 
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above the Horizon !—In the Morning, yo 
may perceive it, preſenting a golden Boſom to 
the Eaſt; at Noon, it points upward, to the 


attractive Influence to the Weſt. 

SURELY, Nature is a Book, and every Page 
rich with ſacred Hints. To an attentive Mind, 
the Garden turns Preacher; and its blooming 
Tenants, are ſo many lively Sermons. What 
an engaging Pattern, and what an excellent 
Leſſon, have we here! — So, let the Redeemed 
of the Lo RD look unto JESUS “, and be conform- 


if I may uſe the Expreſſion) to the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs. Let our Paſſions rife and fall; 
take this Courſe or that; as his Word * 
termines, as his holy Example guides. Let us 
be ſo accommodated, both to his command- 
ing and providential Will. as the Wax is turn- 
ed to the imprinted Seal; or, as the Aſpect of 
this.enamoured Flower, to the ſplendid Star, 
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In every Enjoyment, O thou watchful:Chuif- 
tian, look unto JEsvs ; receive it as proceeding 
from his love, and purchaſed by his Agonies f. 
In every Tribulation look unto Ixs us; * 
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„ Heb. xli. 2. 
+ He ſunk beneath our heavy Woes, - 
To raiſe us to his Throne: 
There's not a Giſt his Hand beſlows, d 
But coſt his Heart a Groan. WATTS. 
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his gracious Hand, managing the Scourge, or 
mingling the bitter Cup; attempering it to a 
proper Degree of Severity; adjuſting the Time 
of its Continuance; and ready to make theſe 
ſeeming Diſaſters, productive of real Good. 
In every Infirmity and Failing, look unto I Esus, 
thy merciful High-Prieſt ; pleading his atoning 
Blood, and making Interceſſion for Tranſgreſ- 
ſors, — In every Prayer look unto JIEsus, "thy 
prevailing Advocate; reccommending thy 
Devotions, and * bearing the Iniquity of thy 
„holy Things *.“ In every Temptation look 
unto Jade dh the Author of thy Strength, and 


Captain of thy Salvation; who alone is ableto 


lift up the Hands which hang down, to invigo- 
rate the enfeebled Knees, and make thee more 
than Conqueror over all thy Enemies. But 
eſpecially, when the Hour of thy Departure ap- 
Proaches ; when © thy Fleſh and thy Heart 
„ fail;” when all the Springs of Life are irre- 
parably breaking; then look unto IEsus with 
a believing Eye f. Like expiring Stephen, behold 
him ſtanding at the Right-hand of Gov, on 
purpoſe to ſuccour his People, in this their 
laſt Extremity. Yes, my Chriſtian Friend; 
whenthy Journey through Lite 1s finifhed, and 
thou art arrived onthe very Verge of Mortality; 
when 


* Exod. xxviii. 38. 


+ Look unio ME, and be ye Javed, all the Ends of th 
Earih, Iſa, xlv. 22. 
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when thou art juſt launching out into the in- 
viſible World, and all before thee is vaſt E- 
| ternity ; Then, O then, be ſure to look ſted- 
| faſtly unto Jxsus! See by Faith the Loxp's 
„Cunlsr.“ View him, as the only Way*, to 
the everlaſting Manſions; as the only Door t. 
to the Abodes of Bliſs. 

Yonptr Tree, which faces the South, has 
| ſomething too remarkable, to paſs without Ob- 
| ſervation.— Like the fruitful, tho' feeble Vine, 
| She brings forth a large Family of Branches ; 
but, unable to ſupport them herſelf, commits 
them to the Tuition of a ſunny Wall. As yet, 
the tender T wigs have ſcarce gemmed their fu- 
ture Bloſſoms. However, I may anticipate the 
well-known Productions; and picture to myſelf 
the Paſſion- Flower. Which will, in due Time, 
with a long and copious Succeſſion, adorn the 
Boughs. 

I Haves read, in a Lalin Author, of Flow- 
ers inſcribed with the Names of Kings + but 
here is One, imblazoned hg the Marks of the 
bleeding Prince of Life. I read, in the inſpired 
Writings, of Apoſtolic Men: who bore about 
in their Bodies, the Dying of the Lozp ss g; 

but, here is a blooming Religioſo, that carries ap- 
parent Memorials of che ſame tremendous and 


5 fatal 
* John xiv. 6. I John x. g. 
Dic quibus in terris inſcripti Nomina Regum 
Meſcantur Flores ?—  Vins. 


$ 2 Cor. iv. 10. 
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fatal Cataſtrophe. Who would have expected 
to find ſuch a Tragedy of Woe, exhibited in a 
Collection of the moſt delicate Delights? Or 
to ſee Calvary s horrid Scene, pourtrayed on the 
ſoſteſt Ornaments of the Garden? — Is Nature 
then actuated by the noble Ambition, of paying 
commemorative Honours, to her agonizing Sove- 
reign? Is She kindly officious to remind ſor- 
getful Mortals, of that Miracle of Mercy; which 
it is their Duty to contemplate, and their Hap- 
pineſs to believe? Or, is a ſportive Imagina- 
tion my Interpreter; and all the ſuppoſed Re- 
ſemblance, no more than the precarious Gloſs 
of Fancy? Be it ſo: yet even Fancy has her 
Merit, when ſhe ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing 
Imagery, the crucified JESUS. Nor ſhall I re- 
fuſe a willing Regard, to Imagination herſelf; 
when {he employs her creative Powers, to re- 
vive the Senſe of ſuch unparalleled Love, and 
prompt my Gratitude to ſo divine a Friend. 
Trar ſpiral Tendril, ariſing from the Bot- 
tom of the Stalk; is it a Repreſentation of the 
Scourge, which laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted 
Fleſh; and inflicted thoſe Stripes, by which our 
Souls are healed? Or, is it twiſted for the Cord, 
which bound his Hands in painful and 1guo- 
minious Confinement : thoſe beneficent Hands, 
which were inceſſantly ſtretched out to unlooſe 
the heavy Burdens, and to impart Bleſſings of 
every choice Kind? —Behold the Natls, which 


Were 


xz 


D 


. 


— 
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were drenched in his ſacred Veins, and riveted 
his Feet to the accurſed Tree: thoſe beautiful 
* Feet, which always went about doing Good; 

and travelled far and near, to ſpread the glad 
Tidings of everlaſting Salvation. — See the 
Hammer, ponderous and maſſy, which drove 
the rugged Icons through the ſhivering Nerves; 
and forced a Paſſage for thoſe dreadful Wedges, 
between the diſlocated Bones. View the 
a Thorns, which incircled our Royal Maſter's 
Brow, and ſhot their keen afflictive Points into 
. his bleſſed Head. O the Smart! the racking 
. Smart! when, inſtead of the triumphal 
1 Laurel, or the odoriſerous Garland, that 
9 pungent and ragged Wreath, was plant- 
8 ed on the meek Meſſiah's Forehead! When 
violent and barbarous Blows of the ſtrong 
tt Eaſtern Cane f, ſtruck the prickly Crown, 


4 and fixed every Thorn deep in his throbbing 
Tem- 
t He beautiful are the Feet of him that bringeth good 
le Tidings, that publiſheth Peace, that bringeth good Ba o 
ed Good, that publiſheth Salvation. I 
ur + They took the Reed, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, and 
ſmote him on the Head; and ſo, as it were, nailed down 
ld, « the Thorns into his Forehead and Temples, and oc- 
O- ** calioned thereby exquilite Pain, as well as a great 
Js, © Eftiubon of Blood. Family Expoſetor, Vol. II. Sect. 
510 188. It is moſt probable, adds the ſame Judicious Cri- 
f „tic, this was a Walking-Staff, which they put into 
0 his Hand as a Sceptre; for a Blow with a ſlight Reed 


would ſcarce have been felt, or have deſerved a Men- 
tion in a Detail of ſuch dreadful Sufferings. 
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Temples There ſtand the Diſciples, ranged 
in the green Impalement; and forming a 
Circle, round the Inſtruments of their great 
Commanders Death. They appear like ſo 
many faithful Adherents, who breathe a gal- 
lant Refolution, either of defending their 
Lord tothelaſt Extremity, or of dropping hon- 
ourably by his Side. But did they give ſuch 
Proofs of Zeal and Fidelity in their Conduct, as 
their ſteady Poſture, and determined Alſped, | 
ſeem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human 
Firmneſs, when deſtitute of Succours from 
above, but an expiring Vapour ? What is every 
Saint, if unſupported by powerful Grace, but 
an abandoned Traitor? — Obſerve the Glory, 
delineated in double Rays, grand with imperial 
Purple, and rich with acthereal Blue. But ah 
how incapable are Threads, though ſpun by 
Summer's fineſt Hand; though dyed inSnows, 
4 or 


»The Smart, attending this unparalleled Piece of 
Contempt and Barbarity, muſt be inexpreſſubly ſevere: not 
only, on account of the many painful Punctures made 
in the Feſh ; but principally, becauſe the Frrigſteum, an 
exquilitely fenſible Tegument of the Bones, lying, in thoſe 
Parts, very near the external Skin, muſt receive a Mul. 
titude of terrible Wounds. The Anguiſh of which, could 
not fail of being inflamed to an Exceſs of Rage, by the 
Continuance of ſo many. thorny Lancets, in that ex- 
tremely tender Membrane; which, in ſuch a Caſe, 

- -tremblingly alive all cer, 


Miſt ſmart and agonize at ev'ry Pore. 
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or dipped in Heaven; to diſplay the immaculate 
Excellency of his biimbn;: or the ineffable 
Majeſty of his Divine Nature! Compared with 
theſe ſublime Perfections, the moſt vivid 
Aſſemblage of Colours, fades into an unmeaning 
Flatneſs ; the moſt charming Effects of Light 
and Shade, are not only mere Daubings, Þut 
an abſolute Blank. 

Aus all the Beauties, which ſhinein ſun- 
ny Robes, and fip the filver Dews; this, I 
think, has the nobleſt Import, if not the fineſt 
Preſence. Were they all to pals in Review, and 
expect the Award of Superiority from my De- 
ciſion; I ſhould not heſitate a Moment. Be the 
Prize aſſigned to this amiable Candidate; which 
has ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, and ſo high- 
ly dignified herſelf, by bearing ſuch a remark- 
able Reſemblanceto © The righteous Branch; 
„The Plant of Renown *.” While Others 
appoint it a Place in the Parterre; I would 
tranſplant the Paſhon-Flower, or rather tranſ- 
ler its ſacred Signthcancy, to my Heart. There 
let it bloom, both in Summer and in Winter; 
bloom, in the moſt impreſſive Characters, and 
with an undecaying Luſtre. That J alſo may 
wear wear on my very Soul, the Traces 


of IA MANUEL; pierced for my Sins, and 


bruiſed for m * ranſgreſhons. That J alſo 
Von! N may 


80 the bleſſed Jesvs is deſcribed, . Xxiii, 5. 
Erek. xxxiv. 9. 


— 
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may be crucified with CurIST®; atleaſt in peni- 
tential Remorſe, and alice Sympathy, 
That I may know the Fellowſhip of his Suffer. 
ingo t,; and feel all my evil Affections, wound- 
ed by his Agonies, mortified by his Death. 
TRERE is another Subject of the verdant 
Kingdom, which, on Account of its very un- 
common Qualities, demands my particular No- 
tice. One, ſo extremely diffident in her Diſpoli- 
tion, and delicate in her Conſtitution; that She 
dares not venture herſelf abroad-in the open | 
Air: but is nurſed up in the Warmth of a Hol 
bed, and lives cloiſtered inthe Cells of a Green- 
kouje.But, the moſt curious Peculiarity is, That, 
of all her kindred Species, ſhe alone partakes 
of perceptroe Life; at leaſt advances neareſt to 
this more exalted State of Being; and may be 
looked upon as the Link, which connects the 
animal and the vegetable World. A Stranger, 
obſerving her Motions, would almoſt be in- 
_ duced to ſuſpect, that ſhe is endued with ſome 
inferior Degrees of Conſciouſneſs and Caution. 
For, if You offer to handle this Senſative Plan!, 
She immediately takes an Alarm; haſtily con- 
tracts her Fibres; and, like a Perſon under 
Apprehenſions of Violence, withdraws from 
your Finger, in a kind of precipitate Dſorder. 
Perhaps, "the Beauty of her Aſpect might be 


ſullied, or the Niceneſs of her Te exture diſcom- 
e 


® Gal, il. 20. 3 + Phil, 111. 10. 
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poſed, by the human Touch. Therefore, like 


a coy Virgin, ſhe recedes from all unbecoming 
Familiarities ; and will admit of no ſuch impro- 
per, if not pernicious, Freedoms. 
WIuATEVER be the Cauſe of this unuſual 
Effect; it ſuggeſts an inſtructive Admonition to 
the Chriſtian. Such ſhould be our apprehen- 
five timorous Care, with regard to Sin; and all 
even the moſt diſtant, Approaches of Vice. 
So ſhould we avoid the very Appearance of 


Evil, and ſtand aloof from every Occaſion , of 


falling.—If Sinners entice; if forbidden Plea- 
ſures tertipt; or if Opportunity beckon, with 
the Gain of Injuſtice in her Hand: O! turn 
from the gilded Snare; touch not the beauteous 
Bane ; but fly, fly with Haſte, fly without any 
Delay, from the be witching Ruin. Does Anger 
draw near with her lighted Torch, to kindle 
the Flame of Reſentment in our Breaſts? Does 
Flattery ply our Ears, with her inchanting and 
mtoxicating Wiſpers? Would Diſconlent lay 
herleaden Hand upon our Temper, and mould 
into our Minds her ſour Leayen; in order to 
make Us a Burdento ourſelves, and unamiable 
to Others? Inſtantly let us divert our Attention 
from the dangerous Objects; and not ſo much 
endeavour to antidote,as to ſhun, the moral Con- 
tagion. Let us revolve in our Meditations, that 
wonderful Meekneſs of our diſtreſſed Maſter ; 
which, amidſt the moſt abuſiveand provoking 

T 2 Inſults 
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Inſults, maintained an uniform Tenour of 
unſhaken Serenity. Let Us contemplate that 
prodigious Humiliation; which brought Him, 
from an infinite Height above all Worlds, to 
make his Bed in the Duſt of Death. Let Us 
ſooth our jarring, our uneaſy Paſſions, with 
the Remembrance of that Chearſulneſs and 
Reſignation ; which rendered him, in the deepeſt 
Poverty, unfeignedly thankful ; and, under the 
heavieſt Tribulations, moſt ſubmiſſively pa- 
tient. | 

- Harzovr not, on any Conſideration, che he. 
trayer of your Virtue. Be deaf. inflexibly deaf 
to every beguiling Solicitation. If it obtrude 
into the unguarded Heart; give it Entertainment, 
no, not for a Moment. To parly with the 
Enemy, is to open a Door for Deſtruction, 
Our Safety conſiſts in Flight: and, in this Caſe, 
Suſpicion is the trueſt Prudence; Fear, the great- 
elt Bravery. Play not on the Brink of the 
Precipice. Flutter not round the Edges of the 
Flame. Dally not with the Stings of Death. 
But reject, with a becomming Mixture of 
Solicitude and Abhorrence, the very firſt In- 
ſinuations of Iniquity: as cautiouſly, as the 
ſmarting Sore ſhrinks even from the ſoſteſt 
Hand; as conſtantly, as this jealous Plant 
recoils at the i tA Touch®. E of} 
| Nor 
SIM The E wopbe Iſaiah, in an elegant and lively De- 


ſcription 


FLOW ER. GARDEN. 213 


pf Nor long ago, theſe curious Productions of 
At the Spring, were coarſe and mil-ſhapen, Roots. 
1, Had we opened the Earth, and beheld them in 
0 their Seed, how uncouthand contemptible had 
5 their Appearance been But now, they are 
l the Boaſt of Nature; the Delight of the Sons 
( of Men; finiſhed Patterns for Enamelling and 
Embroidery; outſhining even the happieſt 
e n Tg | Strokes 
= | | 4 
ſeription of the upright Man, ſays; He ſhaketh his Hands 
F | from holding of Bribes ; and, I may add, from practiſing 
f any kind of Iniquity. The Image, exceedingly beautiful, 
and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces the 
e Doctrine of this whole Section. —Shaketh his Hands; 
t, juſt as a Perſon would do, who happens to have burning 
e Coals fall into his Lap, or ſome venomous Creature faſten- 


ing upon his Fleſh. In ſuch a Cafe, none would ſtand 
a Moment to, conſider, or to debate with Himſelf the 


5 Expediency of the Thing. He would inſtantly fling off 
- the pernicious Incumberance; inſtantly endeavour to 
0 diſengage Himſelf, from the clinging Miſchief, —1/a. 
0 1 | 


I have repreſented the Danger, of not extinguiſhing 
immediately the very fir/t Sparks of Temptation, in a 


f Variety of Views. Becauſe a proper Behaviour, in this 
- Conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt Importance to the Purity, 
e the Safety, and the Comfort of our Minds. —Eecauſe 1 
} had the Royal Moraliſt in my Eye; who, deterring his 
' Pupils from the Path of the Wicked, cries; with an 


Air of deep Concern, and in the Language of vehement 

Importunity ; cries, Avoid it ; paſs not by it; turn from 
K it; and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the Counſel urged, 
by being ſo frequently repeated; in ſuch a remarkable 
Diverſiiy of conciſe and abrupt, conſequently of forcible 
and preſſing Admonitions! Prov, iv. 15. 
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Strokes of the Pencil. They are taught to 
bloom, but with a very inferior Luſtre *, in 
the richeſt Tapeſtries, and moſt magnificent 
Silks. Art never attempts to equal their incom- 
parable Elegancies; but places all her Merit, 
in cobying after theſe delicate Originals. Even 
thoſe, who glitter in Silver, or whoſe Cloathing 
is of wrought Gold; are deſirous to borrow 
additional Ornaments, from a Sprig of Jeſſa. 
mine, or a little Aſſemblage of Pinks. 
Whar a fine Idea may we form, from hence, 
of the Reſurrection of the Juſt, and the State of 
their reanimated Bodies! As the Roots even of 
our choiceſt Flowers, when depoſued in the 
Ground, are rude and ungraceſul; but, when 
they ſpring up into blooming Lite, are moſt 
elegant and ſplendid: fo, the Fleſh of a Saint, 


when committed to the Duſt, alaſs! what is it? | 


A Heap of Corruption; ; a Mals of putrifying 
Clay. But, when it obeys the great Archangel's 
Call, and ſtarts into a new Exiſtence; what an 
aſtoniſhing Change enſues! What a moſt en- 
nobling Improvement takes Place! — That 
which was ſown in Weakneſs, 15 raiſed in all the 
Vivacity of Power. That which was fown in 
Deformily is raiſed in the Bloom of celeſtial 
Beauty. 


* The Cowſlip ſmiles in brighter Yellow dreſt, 
Than that which veils the nubil Virgin's. Breall : 
A. fairer Red ſtands bluſhing in the Roſe, 
Than that which on the Bridegroom s Veſtments 
flows. EE. 81 : Pa1o0xk 5 Hol. 


F _—_ Fo. 
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Beauty. Exalted, refined, and glorified, it will 
ſhine ©& as the Brightneſs of the Firmament,“ 


when it darts the inimitable Blue, through the 
Fleeces— the ſnowy Fleeces of lome n 


Cloud. 


FEAR not, then, e ſaichful Chriſtian: 690 
not, at the appointed Time, to deſcend into the 
Tomb. Thy Soul thou mayeſt truſt with thy 
omnipotent Redeemer, who is Loxp of the un- 
ſeen World; © Who has the Keys of Hell, 
+ and of Death.” Moſt ſaſely mayſt thou truſt 
thy better Part, in thoſe beneficent Hands, which 
were pierced with Nails, and faſtened to the 
ignominious Tree, for thy Salvation. — With 
regard to thy earthly Tabernacle, be not diſ- 


mayed. It is taken down, only to be rebuilt 


upon a diviner Plan, and in a more heaven 


Form. If it retires into the Shadow of Death, 


and lies immured in the Gloom of the Grave; 


it is only to return, from a ſhort Confinement, 


to endleſs Liberty. If it falls into Diſſolution, 
it is in order to riſe more illuſtrious from its 
Ruins; and wear an W. 185 brighter Face of 
Perl ion. and of Glory“. | 
Hine. now, made my Panenyric ; let me, 
next, take up a Lamentation, for theſe lovelieſt 
Pro- 


* The Wiſe, 1 jull, the Pious, and 1 9 
Live in their Deaths, and flouriſn in the Grave: 
Grain hid in Earth, repays the Peaſant's Care; 
And Ev'ning Suns but ſet to riſe more fair. 
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Productions of the vegetable World. For, I 
foreſee their approaching Doom. Yet a little 
while, and all theſe pleaſing Scenes vaniſh, 
Yet a little while, and all the Sweets of the 
breathing, all the Beauties of the blooming 
Spring, are no more. Every one of theſe amia- 
ble Forms, muſt be ſhriveled to Deformity, 
and trodden to the Earth. — Significant Reſem- 
blance this, of all created Beauty. All Fleſh ts 
Graſs ; like the green Herbage, liable and prone 
to fade. Nay, all the Goodlineſs thereof, its fineſt 
Accompliſhments and what the World uni- 
verſally admires, is as the Flower of the Field“; 
which loſes its Gloſs, decays and periſhes, 
more ſpeedily than the Graſs itſelf.— Behold 
then, ye brighteſt among the Daughters of 
Eve; behold yourſelves, in this Glaſs. See the 
Charms of your Perſon eclipled, by the Luſtre 
of thoſe little Flowers; and the Frailty of your 
State repreſented, by their tranſient ett 


A Fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed Veins; a 


e may emaciate the dimpling 
ä Cheeks; 
* Iſa, xl. 6. 


+ The 8 Lead to ſubjoin the following Imitation of a 
beautiful Paſſage in the Twenty-Fourth Idyllium of 


Tazocrirvus: 
When 8 defoend; and robe the Fields 
In Winter's bright Array; 
Touch'd by the Sun, the Luſtre fades, 
And weeps itſelf away. 
1 2 It 5. When 


+ «a '.& DD BY LK 1 
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Cheeks; and a Load of unexpected Sorrows, 


depreſs thoſe lively Spirits. Or ſhould theſe 
Diſaſters, in Pity, ſpare the tender Frame; yet 
Age, inexorable Age and Wriukles, will aſſu- 
redly come at laſt; will wither all the. fine 
Features, and blaſt every ſprightly Grace. 
Trex, ye Fair, when thoſe ſparkling Eyes 
are darkened, and ſink in their Orbs; when they 
are rolling in Agonies, or ſwimming in Death; 
How will you ſuſtain the Affliction? How will 


you repair the Loſs ?—Apply your Thoughts 


to grits Attend to the One Thing needful. 
Believe 


| When Spring appears, when Violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich Perfume; 

How! ſoon the Fragrance Lathes its laſt ! ! 

Hao ſhort-liv'd is the Bloom! 


Freſh in the Morn, the Summer Roſe 
Hangs withering ere tis Noon ; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy Gift, 


But mourn the Pleaſure gone. 


With gliding Fire, an Evening Star 
- Streaks the Autumnal Skies; 1 
Shook from che Sphere, it darts away, 
And, in an Inſtant, dies, | 


Such are the Charms, that fluſh the Check, 
And ſparkle in the Eye: : | | 
So, from the lovely finiſh'd Form 

The tranſient Graces fly. . 


'Th this the Seaſons, as they roll, 

Their Atteſtation bring: 

They warn the Fair; their ev'ry Round 
Confirms the Truth 1 ling. 
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Believe in, and imitate, the bleſſed JESUS. Then 
ſhall your Souls' mount up to the Realms of 
Happineſs; whenthe well proportioned Clay, 
is mingling with its mean Original. The Light 
of God's Countenance will irradiate with 
matchleſs and conſummate Perfection, all their 
exalted Faculties. Cleanſed intirely from every 
Dreg of C orruption, like ſome unſullied Mirror, 
they will reflect the complete Image of their 
Creator's Holineſs.— O] that you would thus 
dreſs your Minds, and prepare for the immortal 
State i Then, from ſhining among your Fel- 
low-ctcatures on Earth; you | ſhall be tranſlated, 
to ſhine around the Throtie of Gon. Then, 
from being the Sweetners of our Life, and the 
Delight of our Eyes, here below; you ſhall 
paſs, by an eaſy Tranſition, into Angels of 
Light; and become“ an everlaſting Excellency, 
the Joy of all Generations.” 
YES; Yeflowery Nations, Ye wad all decay. 
— Yonder Lily, that looks like the Queen of 
the gay Creation See, how gracefully itereds 
its majeſtic Head! What an Air of Dignity 
and Grandeur ennobles its Aſpect! For eleva- 
ted Mein, as well as for incomparable Luſtre, 
juſtly may it be preferred to the magnificent 
Monarch of the Eaſt“. But, all lately and 
charming as it is, it will hardly ſurvive, a fes 
more * That ee Whiteneſs, mull 
quickly 


* Matt, vi. 29. 
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quickly be tarniſhed; and the ſnowy Form, 


defiled in the Duſt. 
As the Lily pleaſes, with the noble Simplicity 
17 its Appearance; the Tulib is admired, for 


the Gatety and Muluplicity of its Colours. 


Never was Cup, either painted, or enamelled, 
with ſuch a Profuſion of Dyes. Its Tinges are 
ſo glowing; its Contraſts ſo, ſtrong ;and the Ar- 
rangement of them both, ſoelegant and artful! 
—'Twas lately the Pride of the Border, and 
the reigning Beauty of the delightful . Seaſon. 
As exquiſitely fine as the Rainbow, and almoſt 
as extremely tranſient. It ſpread, for a little 
Moment, its glittering Plumage; but has, now, 
laid all its variegated and ſuperior Honours 
down. Thoſe radiant Stripes are blended, 

alaſs ! rudely blended with common Mold. 
To a graceful Shape, and blooming Com- 
plexion, the Roſe adds the moſt agreeable Per- 
fume. Our Noſtrils make it repeated Viſits, 
and are never weary of drinking in its Sweets. 
A Fragrance, ſo peculiarly rich and reviving, 
tranſpires from its opening Tufts; that every 
one coveis its. Acquaimance. | How have I ſeen 
even the accompliſhed Chariſſa, for whom ſo 
many Votaries languiſh, fondly careſſing this 
little Flower; That lovely Boſom, which 
is the Seat of Innocence and Virtue; whoſe 
lealbExcellency 1 it is, to rivalthe Delicacy ofthe 
* Snows; among a thouſand Charms of 
its 
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its own, thinks it poſſible to adopt another from 
the Damaſk Roſe-bud.— Vet, eventhis univer- 
ſal Favourite muſt fail. Its native Balm cannot 
preſerve it from Putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, 
muſt it reſign all thoſe endearing Qualities: 
and hang neglected on its Stem, or drop de- 
ſpiſed to the Ground. 

N could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt ami- 
able of the inanimate Race, a longer Exiſtence: 
But in vain. They fade, almoſt as ſoon as they 
flouriſh. Within leſs than a Month, their 
Glories are extinct. Let the Sun take a few 
more Journeys through the Sky; then viſit this 
_ inchanting Walk; and you will find nothing, 
but a wretched Wilderneſs of ragged or naked 
Stalks,—But (My Soul exults in the Thought) 
the Garment of celeſtial Glory, which ſhall ere 
long array the reanimated Body, will never 
wax old. The illuſtrious Robes of a Saviour's 

conſummate Righteouſneſs, which even now 
adorn the juſtified Spirit, are incorruptible and 
immortal. No Moth can corrode their Tex- 
ture; no number of Ages ſully cheir Brightneſs. 
The Light of Day may be quenched, and all 
the Stars ſink in Obſcurity; but, the Honours 
of * Juſt Men made perfect, are ſubject to no 
Diminution. Inextinguiſhable and unfading, 
is the Luſtre of their Crown. _ 

YES; Ye flowery Nations, Ye muſt all decay. 
; Winter, like ſome enraged and irreſiſtible 


Con- 
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Conqueror, that carries Fire and Sword, where- 
ever he advances: that demoliſhes Towns; 
depopulates Countries; ſpreads Slaughter and 
Deſolation, on every Side So, Juſt fo, will 


inter, with his ſavage and unrelenting Blaſts, 
invade this beautiful Proſpect. The Storms are 


gathering, and the Tempeſts muſtering their 
Rage, to fall upon the Vegetable Kingdoms. 
They will ravage through the Dominions of 
Nature; and plunder her Riches, and lay 


waſte her Charms. — Then, ye Trees muſt ye 


ſtand ſtript of your verdant Apparel; and, ye 
Fields, be ſpoiled of your waving Treaſures. 
Then, the Earth, diſrobed of all her gay At- 
tire, muſt fit in Sables, like a diſconſolate Wi- 
dow. The Sun too, who now rides in Tri— 


umph round the World, and ſcatters Gaiety 


from his radiant Eye, will then look faintly 
from the Windows of the South; and, caſting 
a ſhort Glance on our dejected World, will 


leave us to the uncomfortable Gloom of tedi- 


ous Nights. Then, theſe pretty Choriſters of the 
Air, will chant no more to the gentle Gales. 
The Lark, the Linnet, and all the feathered 


Songſters, abandon their Notes, and indulge 
their Woes. The Harmony of the Woods is 
at an End; and Silence, (unleſs it be interrupted 
by howling Winds) aſullen Silence, fits brood- 
ing upon the Boughs; which are now made 


vocal, by a thouſand warbling Throats. 


Vol. I. U Bur 
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Burt (ſweet Recollection! raviſhing Ex pecta- 
tion!) the Songs of Saints in Light, never admit 
a Pauſe for Sadneſs. All Heaven will reſound 
with the Melody of their Gratitude; and all 
Eternity echoto theirtriumphant Acclam ations. 
The Hallelujahs of that World; and the har- 
monious Joy of its Inhabitants; will be as 
laſting, as = Divine Perfections, they 
celebrate.—Come then, Holy Love and tun 
my Heart; deſcend, Celeſtial Fire, and touch 
my Tongue ; that I may ſtand ready to ſtrike 
up, and bear my Part, in that great Hoſannah, 
that everlaſting Hymn. 

YES; ges; Ye flowery Nations, Ye mul all 
decay.—And, indeed, could you add the 
Strength of an Oak, or the Stability of a Pyra- 
mid”, to all the Delicacy of your Texture; 

| ye 


I know not any 33 in which the iran- 


fitory Nature, of theſe moſt durable Monuments of hu- 


man Grandeur, is hinted with ſuch a modeſt Air of In- 
ſtruction; or their hideous Ruin deſcribed, in ſuch a 
Pomp of pleaſing Horror; as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, 
pictureſque, and majectic Poem, intitle Ta Ruins 


or ROME, Written by the Rev. Mr. Dry ER. Whom 


the Reader (if he has the Pleaſure of peruſing that beau- 
tiful Piece) will eaſily perceive,” to have taken his 


Draughts from the Originals themſelves ; as nothing but 


the Sight of thoſe magnificent Remains, could have in- 
ſpired his Lines with ſuch Vivacity.—As a Specimen 
of the Work, and a Confirmation of the Remark ſug- 
geſted above, L take Leave to tranſcribe the following 
Paſſage: J The 
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yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even then, would 
your Duration be. For I ſee, that all Things 
come to an End. The Pillars of Nature are tot- 
tering. The Foundations of the round World 
are falling away. The Heavens themſelves 
«wax old like aGarment.” But, amidſt theſe 
Views of general Ruin, Here is our Refuge; 
This is our Conſolation; Me know, that our 
Redeemer lrveth. Thy Years, bleſſed JESsus, 
ſhall not fail. From Everlaſting to Everlaſting, 
Thou art ſtill the ſame: the ſame moſt excellent 
and adorable Perſon; the ſame omnipotent 
and faithful Friend; the ſame all-ſufficient and 
ineftimable Portion. O! may we but partake 
of thy Merits; be ſanctified by thy Grace; and 
received into thy Glory Then periſh, if ye 
will, all inferior Delights. Let all that is ſhlen- 
did in the Skies, expire; and all that is amiable 
in Nature, be expunged. Let the whole Extent 
of Creation, be turned again into one un- 
diſtinguiſhable Void; one univerſal Blank. 
et, if Gop be ours, we ſhall have enough. If 
Gop be ours, we ſhall have all, and abound “. 
3 2 e 
— — — The Pilgrim oft, | - | 

It dead of Night, mid his Oraiſon bears 
Aghaſt the Voice of Time, diſparling Tow'rs, 


Tumbling all precipitate down daſhed, 
Railing around, loud thund ring to the Moon. 


* His Hand the good Man faſtens on the Skies, 
And bids Earth roll, nor feels the idle Whirl, _ 
Night-Thoughts, No. IV. 
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All that our Circumſtances can want, or 
our Wiſhes crave, to make us inconceivably 
blefſed and happy. Bleſſed and happy, not 
only through this little Interval of Time, but 
through the unmeaſurable Revolutions ol 
Eternity. 

Tur Sun is, now, come forth in his Strength; 
and beats fiercely, upon my throbbipg Pulſe.— 
Let me retire to yonder inviting Arbour. I here, 
the Woodbines retain the lucid Drop; there, the 
Jellamines, which line the verdant Alcove, are 
{till impearled, and deliciouſly wet with Deus. 
Welcome, ye refreſhing Shades! I feel, I 
feel, your chearing Influence. My languid 
Spirits revive; the flackned Sinews are ncw 
ſtrung; and Liſe bounds briſker, Farongh all 
her crimſon Channels. 

RecLIxED on this moſſy Couch; and ſur- 
rounded by this fragrant Coldneſs; let me 
renew my Aſpirations, to the ever-preſent Deity. 


Here let me remember, and imitate, the pious | 


Auguſiine, and his Mother Monica. Who, 


being engaged in Diſcourle on the Beauties of 
the viſible Creation; roſe, by theſe Ladders, to 
the Glories of the jnvidile State. Till they 
were inſpired with the moſt aſfecling Senſe, of 
their ſupereminent Excellency; and actuated 
with the moſt ardent Breathings, aſter their 
full Enjoyment. Inſomuch, that they were 


almoſt rapt up into the Bliſs, hey contempla- 
ted; 


r 


3 


. e 2 
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ted; and ſcarce «knew, whether they were 
in the Body, or out of the Body. 
Wax Tempeſtstols the Ocean: when plain- 
tive Signals of Diſtreſs, are heard from the bel- 
lowing Deep; and melancholy Tokens of 
Ship-wreck, come floating on the foaming 


Surge; then, how delightful to ſtand ſafe on 
Shore, and hug one's ſelf; in conſcious Security“! 


—When a Glut of Waters, burſts from ſome 
mighty Torrent; ruſhes headlong over all the 
neighbouring Plains; {weeps away the helpleſs 


| Cattle; and drives the affrighted Shepherd 


from his Hut: then, from the Top of a diſtant 
Eminence, to deſcry the Danger, we need not 
fear; how pleaſing! Such, methinks, is my 
reſent Situation. For, now, the Sun blazes 
from on high: The Air glows with his Fire: 
The Fields are rent with Chinks: The Roads 
are {corched to Duſt; The Woods ſeem to con- 
tract a lickly Aſpect, and a ruſſet Hue: 'T he 
Traveller, broiled as he rides, haſtens to 
his Inn, and intermits his Journey: The La- 

Us bourer, 


* As Lucrelius gives the Hint for theſe Obſervations ; 
ſo he aſſigns the Reaſon of the Pleaſure ſpecified. It 
ariſes, not from the Conſideration of Another s Miſery ; 
this would harbour the rankeſt Malevolence : but from 
the agreeable Contemplation of our own perſonal Safety. 
Which, while We view Circumſtances, that are per- 
nicious to Others, but harmleſs to ourſelves, is not a 
little heightened by the Contraſt, Suavi Mari magno, Xc. 
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bourer, bathed in Sweat, drops the Scythe, and 
deſiſts from his Work: The Cattle flee to ſome 
ſhady Covert, or elſe pant and tols under the 
burning Noon. Even the ſtubborn Rock, 
{mnt with the piercing Beams, is ready to cleave, 
All Things languiſi, beneath the dazling De- 
luge—While I ſhall enjoy a, cool Hour, and 
calm Reflection; amidſt the Gloom of this 


bowery Receſs, which ſcarce admits one Speck 


of Sunſhine. 
ITnus, may both the Flock, and their Shep— 


herd, dwell beneath the Defence of the Moſt High. 


and abide under the Shadow of the Almighty. 

Then, though F the Pe/tzlence, walketh in Dark- 
neſs, and the Sickneſs deſtroyeth at Noon-day; 
though "Thouſands fall beſide us, and ten 
Thouſands at our Right-hand; we need fear 
no Evil. Either, the deftroying Angel ſhall 
paſs over our Houſes; or elle, He ſhall dil- 
| penſe the Corrections of a Friend, not the 
| ee of an Enemy; which, inſtead of 
hurting us, ſhall work for our Good. — Then, 
though Profaneneſs and Infi delity. far more ma- 


lignant Evils, breathe deadly Contagion, and - 


taint the Morals of Multitudes around us; yet, 


if the great Father of Spirits © hide us in the 
Hollow 


* Pſalm xci. T. 


+ This was written, when a very infectious and mor- 


tal Diſtemper, raged in the Neighbourhood, 
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„Hollow of his Hand, we ſhall hold faſt 
our Integrity, and be faithful unto Death. 
Lx then, deareſt LoRD, O!] let thy Servant, 
and the People committed to his Care, be re- 
ceived into thy Protection. Let us take Sanctu- 
ary under that Tree of Life, erected in thy ig- 
nominious Croſs. Let us fly for Safety to that 
City of Refuge, opened in thy bleeding 
Wounds. Theſe fhall be a facred Hiding- 
place, not to be pierced by the Flames of Di- 
vine Wrath, or the fiery Darts of Temptation. 
Thy dying Merits, and perfect Obedience, 
{hall be to our Souls, as Rivers of Water in a 
dry Place, or as the Shadow of a great Rock in 
a weary Land“. 

Bur moſt of all, in that la/t tremendous Day, 
when the Heavens are rent aſunder, and wrap- 
ped up like a Scroll: when thy Almighty 
Arm {hall arreſt the Sun in his Career, and 
daſh to Pieces the Structure of the Univerſe: 
when the Dead, both Small and Great, ſhall 
be gathered before the Throne of thy Glory; 
and the Fates of all Mankind, hang on the 
very Point of a final irreverlible Deciſion:.— 
Then, bleſſed Jzsvs, let us be owned by Thee, 
and we ſhall not be aſhamed; defended by 
Thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O! may 
we, at that awful, that unutterably important 
Juncture, be covered with the Wings of thy 

; Re- 


* Iſa. xXXii, 2. 
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Redeeming Love; and we ſhall behold all the 
horrible Convulſions of expiring Nature, with 
Compoſure, with Comfort! Weſhall even wel- 
come the Diſſolution ofall Things, as the Times 
of Refreſhing from the Preſence of the Lond .* 
Turxx arc, I perceive, who till attend the 
Flowers; and, in Defiance of the Sun, pl 
their work on every expanded Bloſſom. The 
Bees I mean. That Nation of Chymiſts! To 
whom Nature has communicated the rare and 
valuable Secret, of enriching themſelves, with- 
out impoveriſhing others. Who extract the 
moſt delicious Syrup, from every fragrant 
Herb; without wounding its Subltance. or 
diminiſhing its Odours.—I take the more 
Notice of theſe ingenious Operators; becauſe, 
I would willingly make them my Pattern. 
While the gay Butterfly, flutters her ptinted 
Wings; and fps a little fantaſtic Delight, only 
for the preſent Moment. While the gloomy 
Spider, worſe than idly buſied, is preparing 
his inſidious Nets for Deſtruction; or ſucking 
Venom, even from the moſt wholeſome Plants. 
This frugal Community, are wiſely employed 
in providing for Futurity; and collecting a 
copious | Stock 5 the moſt balmy Treafares. 
And 
„Ac i. 19. | 
+ — — Ego abis maline 
More modogue | 
Grata carpentts thyma, Hon. 


enriched with Fruit-trees, and faced with a 


— IS 
— — 1 
. = 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 229 


—And O! might theſe Meditations fink into 
my Soul ! Would the Gop, who ſuggeſted 
each heavenly Thought; vouchſafe to convert 
it, into an e/tabliſhed Principle; to determine all 
my Inclinations, and regulate my whole Con- 
duct! I ſhould, then, gather Advantages from 
the ſame blooming Objects; more precious 
than your golden Stores, ye induſtrious Artiſts. 
I alſo ſhould go home, laden with the r:che/t 
Sweets, and the nobleſt Spoils ; though I crop 
not a Leaf, nor cali a ſingle Flower my own. 

HERE I behold, aſſembled in one View, al- 
moſt all the various Beauties, which have been 
leverally entertaining my Imagination. The 
Viſtas, ſtruck through an ancient Wood, or 
lormed by Rows of venerable Elms; conduct- 
Ing the Spectators Obſervation, to ſome re- 
markable Object; or leading the Traveller's 
Footſteps, to this delightful Seat: —The Walls, 
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Covering of their leaſy Extenſions; I ſhould 
rather have ſaid, hung with different Pieces of 
Nature's nobleſt Tapeſtry :—The Walks, 
neatly ſhorn, and lined with Verdure; or fine- 
ly ſmoothed, and coated with Gravel: — The 
Alleys, arched with Shades, to embower our 
Noon-tide Repoſe; or thrown open for the 
ſree Acceſſion of Air, to invite us to our Even- 
ing Recreation: The decent Edgings of Box, 
which incloſe, like a plain Selvage, e 

tiru 
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tiful Compartment, and its ſplendid Figures: — 
The ſhapely Evergreens, and flowering Shiruls; 
which ſtrike the Eye, and appear with peculiar 
Dignity, in this diſtant Situation: — The Baſon, 
with its cryſtal Fount, floating in the Centre; 
and diffuſing an agreeable Freſhneſs, through 
the Whole: — The Waters, falling from a re- 
mote Caſcade; and gently murmuring, as they 
flow along the Pebbles :—Theſe, added to the 
reſt; and all ſodiſpoſed, that each recommends, 
avid endears each; render the Whole, a moſt 
ſweet raviſhing Scene, of Order and e 
of Elegance and Magnificence. 

FROM ſo many lovely Proſpects, cluſtering 
upon the Sight, it is impoſſible not to be re- 
minded of Heaven. That World of Bliſs; thoſe 


Regions of Light; where the Lamb that was 


flain manifeſts his beatific Prefence, and his 
Saints live for evermore. But O! what Pencil 
can ſketch out a draught of that goodly Land! 
- what Colours, or what Style, can expreſs the 
Splendors of Immanvui's Kingdom! Would 
ſome celeſtial Hand draw aſide the Veil, but 
for one Moment; and permit us to throw a ſin- 
gle Glance, on thoſe Divine Abodes; how 
would all ſublunary Poſſeſſions, become tar- 
niſhed in our Eyes, and grow flat upon out 
Taſte! AGlimple, a tranſient Glimple of thoſe 


unutterable Beatitudes, would captivate oui 


Souls, and engroſs all their Faculties. Eder 


itſelf 
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itſelf, after ſuch a Viſion, would appear a 
chearleſs Deſart; and all carthly Charms, 
intolerable Deformzty. 


Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Thee 
Thou City of Gon *. Volumes have been writ- 
ten, and thole by inſp ired Men, to diſplay the 
Wonders of thy PerfeQions. All that is rich 
and reſplendent in the viſible Creation, has been 
| called in to aid our Conceptions, and elevate 
our Ideas. But, indeed, no Tongue can utter; 
no Pen can delcribe; no Fancy can imagine; 
what Gov, of his ee Munificence, has 
prepared for them that love Him. — Seeing 
then, that all terreſtrial Things muſt come to 
; a ſpeedy End; and there remaineth a Reki, 
a bliſsful and everlaſting Reſt, for rhe 
People of Gop; let me never be too fond! 
attached, to any preſent Satisfactions. Weaned 
from whatever is temporal, may I maintain a 
ſuperior Indifference, for ſuch tranſitory Enjoy- 
ments; but long, long carneſtly, for the Man- 
ſions that are above; the Paradiſe, which 
„the Lord hath planted, and not Man.“ 
Thither, may I tranſmit the Chief of my Con- 
verſation ; and from thence expect the Whole 
of my Happineſs. Be that the ſacred, powerful 
Magnet, which ever influences my Heart; 
ever attracts my Affections. There, are ſuch 


_ trans 


* Pſalm Ixxxvii, 2. 
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tarnſcendent Glories, as Eye has not ſcen: 
There, are ſuch tranſporting Pleaſures, as Ear 
has not heard: There, is ſuch a Fulneſs of Joy, 
as the Thought of Man cannot conceive. 


IN ro that conſummate Felicity; thoſe eter- 
nal Fruitions; permit me, Madam, to wiſh 
You, in due Time, an abundant Entrance: and 
to aſſure You, that this Wiſh is breathed, with 
the ſame Sincerity and Ardor, for my ho- 
noured Correſpondent, as it is, MA DAM, for 


Your moſt Obedient, Kc. 
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UPON 
CREATION. 
1 „ 

N JF the Reader pleaſes to look back on Page 
; | 179; He will find me engaged by a promz/- 
; ſory Note, to ſubjoin a DESCANT upon 


. WW CREATION. To know the Love of CHRIST; 
F to have ſuch a deep Apprehenſion of his un- 
ſpeakable Kindnels, as may produce in our 

Hearts an adoring Gratitude, and an unſeigned 

Fauh; this, according to St. Paul's Eſtimate, 

is the higheſt and happieſt Attainment in the 

ſacred Science of Chriftanity*. What fol- 

lows, is an Attempt to aſſiſt the attentive Mind, 

in learning a Line or two of that beſt and 
greateſt Lellon. It introduces the moſt con- 
ſpicuous Parts of the viſible Syſtem, as ſo 

many Prompters to our dull Affections; each 

X 2 ſug- 


*Eph. iii. 19. 
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ſuggeſting a Hint, adapted to the important 
Occaſion, and ſuited to its reſpective Character. 

CAN there be a more powerful Incentive to 
devout Gratitude,; than to conſider the magniſi- 
cent and delicate Scenes of the Univerſe, with 
a particular Reference to CHRIST, as the Crea- 
tor? Every Object, viewed in this Light, will 
ſurely adminiſter inceſſant Recruits, to the 
languiſhing Lamp of Divine Love. Every 
Production in Nature, will ſtrike a Spark into 
the Soul; and the whole Creation concur, to 
raiſe the ſmoking Flax into a Flame. 

CN any thing impart a ſtronger Joy to the 
Believer; or more effectually confirm his Faith 
in the crucified Jesus; than to behold the 
Heavens declaring his Glory, and the Firma- 
ment ſhewing his Handy-work? Surely, it 
muſt be Matter of inexpreſſible Conſolation 
to the poor Sinner; to obſerve the Honours of 
his Redeemer, written with Sun- beams, over 
all the Face of the World. 

We delight to read an Account of our incar- 
nate JEHOVAH; as He is revealed in the Books 
of Moſes and the Prophets, as He is diſplayed 
inthe Writings ofthe Evangeliſts and Apoſtles. 
Let us alſo endeavour to ſee a Sketch of his 
Perfections; as they ſtand delineated in that 
ſtately Volume, where every Leaf, is a ſpacious 
Plain every Line, a flowing Brook—every 
Period, a loſty Mountain. 
SHOULD 
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SHOULD any of my Readers be unexerciſed 
in ſuch Speculations, I beg Leave (in purſuance 
of my Promile) to preſent them with a Spect- 
men: or to offer a Clue, which may poſſibly 
lead their Minds, into this moſt improving 
and delightful Train of Thinking. 

SHOULD any be inclined to ſuſpectthe Soli- 
dityof the following Obſervations; or to con- 
demn them, as the Voice of Rant, and the law- 
leſs Fight of Fancy; I mult entreat ſuch Per- 
ſons to recollect, That the grand Doctrine, the 
Hing on which they all turn, is warranted and 
eſtabliſhed by the unanimous Teſtimony of 
the inſpired Penmen. Who frequently celebrate 
IMMANUEL, or CHRIST JES Us, 


as the great Almighty Cauſe of all; aſſuring 


Us, that All Things were created by Him, and 
for Him; and that in Him all Things canþiſt*. 
Ox ſuch a ſubject, what is wonderful, is far 
from being extravagant. To be wonderful, is 
the inſeparable Characteriſtic of Gon and his 
Works; eſpecially, of that molt diſtinguiſhed 
and glorious even of the Divine Works, RE- 
DEMPTION. 80 glorious, that * all the 
Miracles in Egypt, and the marvellous Acts 
in the Field of Van; all that the Few 
Annals have recorded, or the human Ear has 


X 3 heard; 


* Col. i. 16, 17. Before my Reader enters upon the 
following Deſcant, he is deſired to peruſe the Note, 


Pag. 140, 141. 
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heard; all dwindle into trivial Events, are 
ſcarce worthy to be remembered, in compariſon 
of this infinitely grand and infinitely gracious 
| Tranſaction. —Kindled, therefore, intopleaſing 
Aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a Survey, let me give 
full Scope to my Meditations. Let me pour out 
my whole Soul on the boundleſs Subject; 
not much regarding the Limits, which cold 
Criticilm, or colder Unbelief, might preſcribe. 

O vx Angels, that ſurround the Throne; ye 
Princes of Heaven, that excell in Strength,” 
and are cloathed with tranſcendent Brightneſs; 
He; who placed You in thoſe Stations of exalted 


Honour, and dignified your Nature with ſuch 


illuſtrious Endowments; He, whom You all 
obey, and all adore: HE took not on Him the 
Angelic Form, but was made Fleſh, and found 
in Faſhion as a Man. Like us wretched Mor- 
tals, He was ſubject to Wearinels, Pain, and 
every Infirmity, Sin only excepted. — That We 
- might, one Day, be raiſed to your ſublime 
Abodes; be adopted into your bliſsful Soctety ; 
and join with your tranſported Choir, in giv- 
ing Glory to HIM that ſiiteth upon the Throne, 
and to the LAMB for ever and ever f. 
O vx Heavens; whoſe azure Arches riſe im- 
menſely high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide. 
Stupendous Amphitheatre! amidit whole vaſt 
expanſive Circuit, Orbs of the moſt 1 8255 
| | ran- 


* Iſa, xliii, 18. f Rev. v. 13. 
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Grandeur are perpetually running their ama- 
zing Races. Unfathomable Depths of Ether! 
where Worlds unnumbered float; and, to our 
limited Sight, Worlds unnumbered are loſt.— 
He, who adjuſted your Dimenſions with his 
Span, and formed the magnificent Structure 
with his Word; HE was once wrapped in 
Swaddling-cloaths, and laid in a Manger. — 
That the Benefits accruing to his People, 
through his moſt meritorious Humiliation, 
might have no other Meaſure of their Value 
than Immenſity; might run parallel, in cheir 
Duration, with Eternity. 

Ye Stars ; that beam with inextinguiſhable 
Brilliancy, throughthe midnight Sky. Oceans 
of Flame, and Centres of Worlds, though 
ſeemingly little Points of Light!---He, who 
ſhone, with eſſential Effulgence, innumerable 
Ages, before your twinkling Tapers were kind- 
led; and will ſhine with everlaſting Majeſty 
at Beauty, when your Places in the Firma- 
ment ſhall be known no more. HE was in- 
volved, for many Years, in the deepeſt Ob- 
ſcurity ; lay concealed in the contemptible City 
Nazareth; lay diſguiſed, under the mean 
Habit of a Carpenter's Son.--- That He might 
Plant the Heavens“, as it were, with new Con- 
ſtellations; and array theſe Clods of Earth, theſe 
e of Clay, wich a Radiancy, far . | 

to 


IIa. li. 16. 
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to yours. A Radiancy, which will adorn the 
very Heaven of Heavens, when you ſhall va- 
niſh away like Smoke “; or expire, as momen- 

tary Sparks from the ſmitten Steel. 
COMET S; that ſometimes ſhoot into the 
illimitable Tracts of Æther, farther than the 
Diſcernment of our Eye is able to follow; 
ſometimes, return from the long, long Excur- 
ſion, and [weep our affrighted Hemiſphere with 
your enormous fiery Train. That ſometimes 
make near Approaches to the Sun, and burn 
almoſt in his immediate Beams; ſometimes, 
retire to the remoteſt Diſtance, and freeze, for 
Ages, in the exceſſive Rigours of Winter. — 
He, who at his ſovereign Pleaſure, withdraws 
the blazing Wonder: or leads forth the porten- 
tous Stranger, to ſhake Terror over guilty 
Kingdoms. HE was overwhelmed with the 
molt ſhocking Amazement, and plunged into 
the 


* Alluding to a Paſſage in Iſaiah, which is, I think, 
grand and elevated beyond all Compariſon, —Lift uþ 
your Eyes to the Heavens, and look upon the Earth beneath : 
for the Heavens ſhall vaniſh away like Smoke, and the Earth 
ſhall wax old like a Garment, and they that dwell therein ſhall 
die like the feeble Inſect: but my Righteouſneſs ſhall be for 
ever, and my Salvation ſhall not be aboliſhed, Ila. li. 6.— 
With the great Fitringa I tranflate the Words [km kn] 
not, in like manner; but like the feeble Inſet. Which 1enders 
the Period more complete; the Senſe, more emphatical; 
and is more agreeable to the Genius of the ſacred Ori- 
ginal. 
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the deepeſt Anxiety; was chilled with Appre- 


henſions of Fear, and ſcorched by the Flames 


of avenging Wrath. — That I, and other de- 
praved rebellious Creatures, might not be eter- 
nally agitated, with the Extremes of jarring 
Paſhons ; oppoſite, yet, on either Side, torment- 
ing. Far more tormenting to the Soul, than 
the ſevereſt Degrees of your Heat and Cold to 
the human Senſe. 

Ys Planets; that winged with unimaginable 
Speed, traverſe the Regions of the Sky. Some- 
times climbing Millions and Millions of Miles 
above, ſometimes deſcending as far below, the 


great Axle of your Motions. Ye, that are ſo 


minutely faithful, to the Viciſſitudes of Day 
and Night; ſo exactly punctual, in bringing on 
the Changes of your reſpective Seaſons.— He, 
who launched Vou, at firſt, from his mighty 
Arm; who continually impels You, with ſuch 
wonderful Rapidity; and guides You, with 
ſuch perfect Regularity. Who fixes the Ha- 
* bitation of his Holineſs and his Glory, 
infinite Heights above your ſcanty Rounds. 
H E once became a helpleſs Infant; ſojourned 
in our inferior World; fled from: the Per- 
ſecutor's Sword; and wandered as a Vagabond 
in a foreign Land. That He might lead our 
Feet into the Way of Peace; that He might 
bring Us Aliens near to Go, bring Us Exiles 
home to Heaven, 

Tnou 
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Tnou Sun; inexhauſted Source of Light, 
and Heat, and Comfort! Who, without the 
Aſſiſtance of any other Fire, ſheddeſt Day 
through a thouſand Realms; and, not con- 
fining thy Munificence to Realms only, ex- 
tendeſtthy enlightening Influences to lurround- 
ing Worlds. Prime Chearer of the animal, 
and great Enlivener of the vegetable Tribes! 
So beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial in thy 
Effects, that erring Heathens addreſſed thee 
with Adorations, and miſtook thee for th 
Maker! — He, who filled thy Orb with a Pro- 
fuſion of Luſtre; before whom thy meridian 
Splendors are but a Shade. H E diveſted 
Himſelf of his all-tranſcending Diſtinctions, 
and drew a Veil over the Effulgence of his 
Divinity; that, by ſpeaking to Us, Face to 
Face, as a Man ſpeaketh unto his Friend, He 
might diſpel our intellectual Darkneſs. His 
„ Viſage was marred*.” and He became the 
Scorn of Men, the Outcaſt of the People; that, 
by this Manileſtation of his unutterably tender 
Regard for our Welfare, He might diffuſe 
many a Gleam of Joy through our dejected 
Minds. That, in another State of Things, He 
might cloath even our fallen Nature, with the 
Honours of that magnificent Luminary ; and 
give all the Righteous to ſhine forth as the 
Sun, -in the Kingdom of their Father, 

Tov 
* Iſa, Iii. 14. 
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Tuo Moon; that walkeſt among the Hoſt 
of Stars, and, in thy lucid Appearance, art ſu- 
perior to them all. Fair Ruler of the Night! 
Sometimes, halt-reſtoring the Day, with thy 
waxing Brightneſs; ſometimes, waning into 
Dimnels, and ſcarcely ſcattering the nocturnal 
Gloom; ſometimes, covered with Sackcloth, 
and alarming the gazing Nations. He, who 
dreſſes thy opake Globe, in beaming, but bor- 
rowed Silver; He, whoſe Dignity is un- 
changeable, urkderived, and all his own; He 


vouchſafed to wear a Body of Clay. HE was 


content to appear as in a bloody Eclipſe, ſhorn 


of his reſplendent Beams, and ſurrounded with 


a Night of Horror, which knew not one re- 


viving Ray.— Thus, has he impowered his 


Church, and all Believers, to tread the Moon 
under their Feet“. Hence, inſpired with the 
Hope of brighter Glory, and of more enduring 


Blifs, are they enabled to triumph over all the 


vain Anxieties, and vainer Amuſements, of 
this ſublunary, precarious, mutable World. 

. Ye Thunders; that, awfully grumbling in 
the diſtant Clouds, ſeem to meditate Indigna- 
tion, and form the firſt Eſſays of a far more 


frightful Peal; or, ſuddenly burſting over our 


Heads, rend the Vault above, and ſhake the 
Ground below, with the hideous, horrid 
Crack. Ye, that ſend your tremendous Vollies 


from 


* Rev. xil. I. 
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from Pole to Pole, ſtartling the ſavage Herds* 

and altoniflung the human Race. —He, who 

permits Terror to ſound her Trumpet, in your 
deep. prolonged. mlarging. aggravated Roar: 

I E uttered a leeble infantile Cry in the Sta- 

ble, and ſtrong expiring Groans on the accurſ- 

ed tree. — That He might, in the genileſt Ac- 
cents, - whiſper Peace to our Souls; and, at 
length, tune our Voices to the Melody of 

Heaven. 

Ou Lighedfags; that enn ad lie couch- 
ant, in the ſulphureous Vapours; that glance, 
with forked Fury, from the angry Gloom, 
ſwifter and fiercer than the Lion ruſhes from 
his Den; or open into vaſt cxpanſive Sheets of 
Flame, ſublimely waved over the proſtrate 
World. and fearfully lingering in the frighted 

Skies. Ye, that formerly laid in Aſhes the 

licentious Abodes of Luſt and Violence; that 
will, ere long, ſet on fire the Elements, and co- 
operate in the Conflagration of the Globe.— 

He, who kindles your Flaſh, and directs You 
when to fally, and where to ſtrike; He, who 
commiſſions your whirling Bolts, whom to 

kill, and whom to ſpare: HE reſigned his ſa- 

cred Perſon to the moſt barbarous Indignities; 
ſubmitted his beneficentHands tothe ponderous 

Hammer, and the piercing Nail; yea, with-held 


not his Heart, his very Heart, om the up 
1410775 =O 
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of the Executioner's Spear. And, inſtead of 
flaſhing Confuſion on his outrageous Tor- 
mentors; inſtead of plunging them to the 
Depths of Hell with his Frown; He cried— 
in his laſt Moments, and with his agonizing 
Lips, He cried; FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR 
THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY D@!—O! what 
a Pattern of Patience for his Saints! What an 


Object of Admiration for Angels! What a 


Conſtellation of every mild, amiable, and be- 
nign Virtue: ſhining, in this Hour of Darkneſs, 
with ineffable Splendor and Beauty *!— 


Hence, 


One can hardly ſorbear animadverting upon the 
eiſongenuous Temper, and perverſe Taſte of Celſus: who 
attempts to turn, this moſt diſtinguiſhing and orna- 
mental Part of our Loxp's Life, into Ridicule and 
Reproach.— Having ſpoken of CHRIST, as deſpitefully 
uſed, and arrayed in a purple Robe; crowned with 


Thorns; and holding, by Way of mock Majeſty, a 


Reed inſtead of a Sceptre (for he enters into all theſe 


Circumſtances, which is a Teſtimony to their Truth 
even from the Mouth of an Enemy) He adds—IWhy in 
the Name of Vonder, does He not, on this Occaſion, at leaſt, 
att the God? Why does He not deliver himſelf from this 
ſhocking Ignominy ; or execute ſome ſignal Vengeance, on 
the Authors of ſuch injurious and abuſive Inſults, both of 
Himſelf and his Father *—Why, Celfus ? Becauſe, HE 
was Meeknels and Gentleneſs itſelf: Whereas your 
Deities were Slaves to their own turbulent and reſent= 
ful Paſſions. Becauſe, they were little better than Sava-- 
ges in human Shape; who too often made a Merit of 
Slaughter, and took a horrid Pride in ſpilling Blood. 

Vol. I. . . While 
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Hence, hence it is, that We are not trembling 
under the Lightnings of Mount Sinai; that we 
are not blaſted by the flames of Divine Ven- 
geauce; or doomed to dwell with everlaſting 
Burnings. 5 
VE frowning wentry Clouds; Oceans pendent 

in the Air, and burdening the Winds. He, in 
whole Hand, You are an overflowing Scourge; 
or, 


While CHRIST was the Prince of Peace, and came not 
to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to fave. Becauſe, any Mad- 
man on Earth, or Fury from Hell, is capable of vent- 
ing his Rage. But Who, amidſt ſuch unfufterable Pro- 
vocations and Barbarities; Who, having in his own 
Hand, the Power to reſcue himſelf, the Power to a- 
venge himſelf; could ſubmit to all, with an unruſlled 
Serenity of Patience; and not ouly not be exaſperated, 
but overcome, in ſo triumphant a Manner, Evil will, 


Good? None but CHRIST! None but Curisr! This 


was Compaſſion worthy of a Gop; Clemency and 
Charity truly divine. 


Therefore, the Calumny raiſed by the ſame virulent 


Objector, in another Place, carries its own Confuta- 
tion: or rather falls with a Weight of Infamy on his 
dunghill Deities ; while it bears a moſt honourable Teſti- 
mony, to the majeſtic and invincible Meekneſs of our 
Saviour: — You, indeed, ſays He to the Chriſhan, lake 
upon You to deride the Images of our Deities; but if Bac- 
chus himſelf, or Hercules had been preſent, You would not 
have dared lo offer ſuch an Affront; or if you had been ſo 
preſumpluous,' would have ſeverely ſmarted for your Inſolence. 
Whereas, they who tormented the very Perſon of your Goo, 
aud even extended him with mortal Agony on the Croſs, ſuj- 
Jered no Effecis of his Diſpleaſure. 1 
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or, by whole Appointment, an Arſenal * of 


warlike Stores. He, who opens your Sluices, 


and a Flood guſhes forth; to deſtroy the Fruits 


of the Earth, and drown the Huſbandman's 
Hopes: Who moulds you into frozen Balls, 
and You are ſhot, linked with DeathF, on the 
Troops of his Enemies. HE, inſtead of diſ- 
charging the Furiouſneſs of his Wrath, upon 
this guilty Head; poured out his Prayers; 
poured out his Sighs; pourcd out his very 
Soul; for me and my Fellow-tranſgreſlors. 
— That, by Virtue of his ineſtimable Propitia- 
tion, the Overflowings of Divine Good-will 
might be extended to ſinful Men; that the 
Skies might pour down Righteouſneſs; and 

> © Peace 


* Puvenal ſeems to conſider the Clouds, under this 


ſame Character, in that beautiful Line. 
| Quicquid habent Telorum Armamentaria Cali. 


+ 7ob has informed Us, for what Purpoſe the Maga- 
zines of the Firmament are ſtocked with Hail. That 
they may be ready, againſt the Day of Balile and War, 
Job xxxviii. 29.—fe/hua has recorded, what terrible 
Slaughter has been made, by thoſe miſſine Weapons of the 
Almighty. 7%. x. 11.—Modern Hiſtorians relate, 
that, when Edward III. invaded France, a Shower of 
Hailſtones deſcended, of ſuch a prodigious Size, that ſix 


thouſand Horſes, and one thouſand Men, were ſtruck 


dead inſtantaneouſly, —But, the moſt dreadful Deſcrip- 
tion of this great Ordnance of the Heavens, is given us 
in Rev. xvi. 21. There fell upon Men a great Hail out 
of Heaven, every Stone about the Weight of a Talent, 
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Peace on her downy Wings, Peace with her 
balmy Bleſſings, deſcend to dwell on Earth. 

Ye vernal Clouds; Furls of finer Air, Folds 
of ſofter Moiſture. He, who draws you in co- 
pious Exhalations, from the briny Deep; bids 
you leave every diſtaſteful Quality behind; and 
become floating Fountains of ſweeteſt Waters. 
He, who diſſolves You into gentle Rain, and 
diſmiſſes you in fruitful Showers; who kindly | 
commiſhons You, to drop down Fatneſs, as 
You fall, and to ſcatter Flowers over the Field. 
—HE, in the unutterable Bitterneſs of his Spi- 
Tit, was without any comforting Senſe of his 
Almighty Father's Preſence. He, when his 
Bones were burnt up like a Firebrand, had not 
one Drop of that ſacred Conſolation, which, 
on many of his affliacd Servants, has been 
diſtilled as the Evening Dews, and has given 
Songs inthe Night” of Diſtreſs. — That, from 
this unallayed _ inconſolable Anguiſh of 
our all-gracious Maſter, We, as from a Well 
of Salvation, might derive large Draughts of 
ſpiritual Refreſhment, 

Tuov grand ethereal Bou; whoſe Beauties 
fluſh the Firmament, and charm every Spedcta- 
tor. He, who paints thee onthe fluid Skirts i the 
Sky; who decks thee with all the Pride of Co- 
lours; and bends thee into that graceful and ma- 
Jellic Figure. At whoſe Command, thy vivid 
Streaks ec riſe, or ſwiftly fade. — HE, 

through 


d RE AT ION. 5 


through all his Life, was arrayed in the hum- 
ble Garb of Poverty; and, at his Exit, wore the 
gorgeous Garment of Contempt. Inſomuch, 
that even his own familiar Friends, aſhamed 
or afraid to own Him, hid as it were their 
Faces from Him*.” To teach us a becom- 
ing Dildain, forthe unſubſtantial and tranſitory 
Glitter of all worldly Vanities. To introduce 
Us, in Robes brighter than the Tinges of thy 
reſplendent Arch; even in the Robes of his 
own 1mmaculate Righteouſneſs, to introduce 
Us before that auguſt and venerable Throne, 
which the peaceful Rainbow ſurrounds. Sur- 
rounds, as a Pledge of inviolable Fidelity, and 
infinite Mercy. 

YE Storms and Tem beſts, which vex the Con 
tinent, and toſs the . ; which daſh Navies 
on the Rocks, and drive Foreſts from their 
Roots. He, whoſe Breath rouſes You into ſuch _ 


reſiſtleſs Fury, and whoſe Nod controuls You 


in your wildeſt Career. He, who holds the 
rapid and raging Hurricane in ſtreightened 
Reins; and walks, dreadiully ſerene, on the 
very Wings of the Wind. HE went, all meek 
and gentle, like a Lamb to the Slaughter for 

Tc Us; 


* Iſa. liii. 3. Fuit languam aliquis, @ quo quiſque fa- 
ciem occultaret, He was as ſome flagitious and abandoned 
Wretch, from whom every one, diſdaining ſuch a Character, 
and difclaiming ſuch an Acquaintance, ſtudioully hid 
is Face. 
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Us; and, as a Sheep before her Shearers is 
dumb, fo he opened not his Mouth: — Thus, 
are we inſtructed to bear, with decent Magna- 
nimity, the various Aſſaults of Adverſity; and 
to pals, with a becoming Tranquillity of Tem- 
per, through all the rude Blaſts of injurious 
Treatment. Thus, are We delivered from the 
unutterable fiercer Fiore of incenſed and in- 
exorable Juſtice; from the © Fire, the Brim- 
+ ſtone, and the horrible Tempeſt, which will 

+ be the final Portion of the Ungodly.” 
Trov Peſtilence, that ſcatiereſt ten Thou- 
ſand Poiſons from thy baleful Wings; tainting 
the Air, and infecting the Nations. Under 
whole malignant Influence, Joy is blaſted, and 
Nature ſickens; mighty Regions are depopula- 
ted, and once crouded Cities are left without 
Inhabitants. He, who arms thee with inevit- 
able Deſtruction, and bids thee march before“ 
his angry Countenance; to ſpread Deſolation 
among the Tents of the Wicked, and be the 
Forerunner of far more fearful Indignation. 
HE, in his holy Humanity, was arraigned as a 
Criminal; and, though Innocence itſelf, yea, 
the very Pattern of Perfection, was condemned 
to die, like the moſt execrable Miſcreant. As 
a Nuiſance to Socicty, and the very Bane of 
the public Happineſs, He was hurried away to 
Execution, and hammered to the Gibbet. 
That 


* Before him went the Prflitnce Hab. iii. 5. 


Indignation, burn to the loweſt Hell. 
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That by his Blood, He might prepare a ſove- 


reign Medicine, to cure Us of a more fatal Diſ- 
temper, than the Peſtilence which walketh in 
Darkneſs, or the Sicknels which deſtroyeth at 
Noon-day. That he might himſelf ſay to our 


laſt Enemy, © O Death, Iwill be thy Plague; 


O Grave, I will be thy Deſtruction *.“ 
HEAT ; whole burning Influence parches 
the Libyan Wilds; tans 1nto Soot, the Ethio- 


pins Complexion ; and makes every Species 


of Life pant, and droop, and languiſh. Cold, 
whole 1cy Breath glazes yearly the Ruſjuan 


Seas; often glues the frozen Sailor to the Cor- 


dage; and ſtiffens the Traveller into a Statue 
of rigid Fleſh. HE, who ſometimes blends 
You both, and produces the moſt agreeable 
Temperature; ſometimes, ſuffers You to act 
ſeparately, and rage with intolerable Severity. 


That King of Heaven, and Controuler of uni- 


verſal Nature, when dwelling in a Tabernacle 
of Clay, was expoſed to chilling Damps, and 
{ſmitten by ſultry Beams. The Stars, in their 


Midnight Watches, heard him pray; and the 


Sun, in his meridian Fervours, ſaw Him toil. 
Hence are our frozen Hearts diſſolved, into 
a mingled Flow of Wonder, Love, and Joy: 

being conſcious of a Deliverance from thoſe in- 


ſafferable Flames, which, kindled by divine 


_ THou 
* Hoſ, xi, 14. 
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Trou Ocean, vaſt World of Waters! He, 
who ſunk that capacious Bed for thy Reception, 
and poured the liquid Element into unfathom- 
mable Channels; before Whom, all thy foam- 
ing Billows, and floating Mountains, are as 


the ſmall Drop of a Bucket. Who, by the leaſt 
Intimation of his Will, {wells thy fluid King- 


doms, in wild Confuſion, to mingle with the 
Clouds; or reduces them, in calm Compoſure, 
to ſlumber on the Shores. He, who once gave 
thee a Warrant to overwhelm the whole Earth, 
and bury all its degenerate Inhabitants in a 
watry Grave : but has, now, laidan everlaſting 
Embargo ou thy boiſterous Waves; and bound 
| thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in 
Chains ſtronger than Adamant, yet formed of 
deſpicable Sand. —All the Waves of Vengeance 
and Wrath, of Tribulation and Anguiſh, 
paſſed over HIS crucihed Body, and HIS a- 
gonizing Soul. That We might emerge from 
thoſe Depths of Miſery, from that Abyſs of 
Guilt, into which we were plunged by Adam's 
Fall, and more irretrievably ſunk by our own 
Tranſgreſſions. That, at the laſt, we might be 
reſtored to that happy World, which is re- 
preſented, in the Viſion of Gop, as having * no 
Sea“; to denote its perpetual Stability, and 
undiſturbed Serenity. 


Ys 


* Rey. xxi. 1. 
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VE Mountains, that overlook the Clouds, 
and project a Shade into diſtant Provinces. 
Everlaſting Pyramids of Nature, not to be 
ſhaken by conflicting Elements ; not to be ſhat- 
tered by the Bolts of Thunder; nor impaired 
even by the Ravages of Time—He, who bid 
your Ridges riſe ſo high, and your Founda- 
tions ſtand ſo faſt. He, in whole Scale, You 
are lighter than Duſt; in whoſe Eye, You are 
leſs than nothing. —HE ſunk, beneath a Load 
of Woes; Woes inſupportable, but not his 
own; when He took our Iniquities upon Him- 
ſelf, and heaved the more than mountainous 
Burden from a guilty World. 
Y x verdant Woods, that crown our Hills, and 
are crowned yourſelves with lealy Honours. 
Ye humble Shrubs, adorned, in Spring, with 


opening Bloſſoms; and fanned, in Summer, 


by gentle Gales. Ye, that in diſtant Climes, or 
in cultivated Gardens, breathe out ſpicy 
Odours, and embalm the Air with delightful 
Perfumes. —Your all-glorious and ever-bleſſed 
Creator's Head, was incircled with the thorny 
Wreath; his Face was defiled with contumeli- 


ous Spitting; and his Body bathed in a bloody 


Sweat. That We might wear the Crown, 
the Crown of Glory, which fadeth not away; 
and live for evermore, ſurrounded with De- 
lights, as much ſurpaſſing yours, as yours 
exceed the rugged Deſolations of Winter. 

Troy 
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THov mantling Vine; He who hangs on thy 
ſlender Shoots, the rich, tranſparent, weight 
Cluſter. Who, under thy unornamented Fo- 
| liage, and amidſt the Pores of thy otherwiſe 


worthleſs Bough, prepares the Liquor the re- 


fined and exalted Liquor, which chears the Na- 
tions, and fills the Cup of Joy. Trees, whole 
Branches are elevated and waving in Air; or 
diffuſed, in eaſy Confinement, along a ſunny 
Wall. He, who bends You with a lovely Bur- 
den of delicious Fruits; whoſe genial Warmth 
beautifies their Rind, and mellows their 
Taſte. —HE, when voluntarily ſubje& to our 
Wants, inſtead of being refreſhed with your 
generous Juices, or regaled with your luſcious 
Pulp; had a loathſome Potion of Vinegar, 
mingled with Gall, addreſſed to his Lips.— 
That we might fit under the Shadow of his 
Merits, with great Tranquiility and the utmoſt 
Complacency. That, ere long. being admit- 
ted into the Paradiſe of Gop, We might eat of 
the Tree of Life*; and drink new Wine with 
Him, in his Fathers Kingdom. 


Vr luxuriant Meadows; He who, without 


the Seedſman's Induſtry, repleniſſies your irri- 
guous Lap, with never-failing Crops of Her- 
bage; and enamels their chearful Green, with 
Flowers of every Hue.—Ye fertile Fields; He, 
who bleſſes the Labours of the Huſbandman; 


enriches, 
Rev. ii. . 
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enriches your well-tilled Plains with waving 
Harveſts, and calls forth the Staff of Life from 
your Furrows. He, who cauſes both Meadows 
and Fields to laugh and ſing, for the Abun- 
dance of Plenty. —HE was no ſtranger to cor- 
roding Hunger, and parching Thirſt. He, 
alaſs! eat the bitter Bread of Woe, and had 
„ Plenteouſneſs of Tears to drink.“ That we 
might partake of richer Dainties, than thoſe 
which are produced by the Dew of Heaven, 
and proceed from the Fatneſs of the Earth. 
That we might feed on“ the hidden Manna,” 
and eat the Bread which giveth Life, eternal 
Life, unto the World. 

VE Mines, rich in yellow Ore, or bright with 


Veins of Silver; that diſtribute your ſhining 


Treaſures, as . as Winds can waſt the Veſſel 
of Commerce; that beſtow your Alms on 
Monarchs, and have Princes for you Penſi- 
oners.—Ye Beds of Gems, Toy-ſhops of Na- 
ture! Which form, in dark Retirement, the 
glittering Stone. Diamonds, that ſparkle with a 


brilliant Water; Rubies, that glow with a 


crimſon Flame: Emeralds, dipped in the freſh- 
eſt Verdure of Spring; Sapphrres, decked with 
the faireſt Drapery of the Sky: Topaz, embla- 
zed with a golden Gleam; Amethy/t, impurpled 


with the Bluſhes of the Moming. —He, Who 


tinctures the metallic Duſt, and conſolidates 
the lucid W ; HE, when ſojourning on 
Earth, 
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Earth, had no Riches, but the Riches of dif. 


intereſted Benevolence; had no Ornament, but 
the Ornament of unſpotted Purity. Poor he 
was in his Circumſtances, and mean 1n all his 
Accommodations; that WE might berichin 
Grace, and © obtain Salvation with eternal 
„Glory.“ That We might inhabit the new 
Feruſalem : that lendid City! Whole Streets 
are paved with Gold; whoſe Gates are formed 
of Pearl; and the Walls garniſhed with all 
manner of precious Stones x. 

Ys guſhing Founlains, that trickle potable 
Silver through the matted Graſs. Ye fine tran- 
ſparent Streams, that glide, in cryſtal Waves, 
along your fringed Banks. ve deep and ſtately 
Rivers, that wind and wander in your Courſe, 
to ſpread your Favours wider; that gladden 
Kingdoms in your Progreſs, and augment the 


Sea with your Tribute. —He, who ſupplies all | 


your Currents, from his own ever-flowing and 
inexhauſtible Liberality : HE, when his Nerves 
were racked with exquiſite Pain, and his Blood 
inflamed by a raging Fever, cried, I TrirsT; 
and was denied (unparalleled Hardſhip!) in 
this his great Extremity, was denied the 8 
Refreſhment of a ſingle Drop of Water. — That 
We, having all Sufficiency in all Things, 
might abound to every good Work; might be 
killed with the Fulneſs of ſpiritual Bleſſings 
Here, 


is Rev. xxi, 19, 21. 
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Here, and Hereaſter be ſatisfied with that Ful- 


nels of Joy, which is at Gop's right Hand for 
evermore. 


VE Birds, chearful Tenants of the Bough, 
gaily dreſſed in gloſſy Plumage; who wake 


the Morn, and ſolace the Groves, with your 
artleſs Lays. Inimitable Architects! Who, 
without Rule or Line, build your penſile Struc- 


tures, with all the Nicety of Proportion. You 


have each his commodious Neſt, roofed with 
Shades, and lined with Warmth, to prote& 
and cheriſh the callow Brood. But He, who 
tuned your Throats to Harmony, and taught 
You that curious Skill; HE was a Man of 
Sorrows, and had not where to lay his Head. 


Had not where to lay his Head, till he felt the 


Pangs of Diffolution, and was laid in the 
filent Grave. —That We, dwelling under the 


Wings of Omnipotence, and reſting in the 


Boſom of infinite Love, might ſpend an har- 
monious Eternity, in“ ſinging the Song of 
++ Moſes and of the LAMB. 8 1 

BEES, induſtrious Workmen! That ſweep, 
with buiſy Wing, the flowery Garden; and 
ſearch the blooming Heath; and {ip the melli- 
fluous Dews. Strangers to Idleneſs ! That ply, 
with inceſſant Athiduity, y our pleaſing Taſk; 
and ſuffer no opening Bloom to pals unex- 
plored, no ſunny Gleam to ſlipaway unimprov- 


ed. Mot ingenious Artificers! That cling 
Vol. 1 2 to 
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to the fragrant Buds; drain them of their trea- 
ſured Sweets; and extract (if I may fo ſpeak) 
even the u Souls of Herbs, and Plants, 
and Flowers. You, when you have compleated 
your Work; have collected, refined, and 
ſecurely lodged the ambroſial Stores: when 
you might reaſonably expect the peaceful 
Fruition of your Acquiſitions; You, alaſls ! 
are barbaroufly deſtroyed, and leave your 
hoarded Delicacies to others: leave them to 
be enjoyed by your very Murderers. I cannot 
but pity your hard Deſtiny !—How then 
ſhould my Bowels melt with Sy mpathy, and 
my Eyes flow with Tears“; when I remem- 
ber, that h, thus it fared with your and our 
incarnate Maker! After a Life of the moſt ex- 
emplary and exalted Piety ; a Life, filled with 
Offices of Beneficence, and Labours of Love: 
HE was, by wicked Hands, crucified and lain. 
He leſt the Honey of his Toil, the Balm of 
his Blood, and the Riches ol his Obedience, 
to be ſhared among others: to be ſhared 
even among Thole, who too often crucify Him 
afreſh, and put him to open Shame. 
SHALL I mention the Animal f, which ins 
her 


* Gai ſt Thou, ungrateful Man, his Torments ſee, 
Nor drop a Tear for HIM, who four d his Blood for 
Thee? PirTSs's Poems. 


. +No One, I hope, will be offended at my introducing, 


on fuck an Occaſion, Creatures of ſo low a Rank. 
Since, 
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her ſoft, her ſhining, her exquiſitely fine ſelken 
Thread? Whoſe matchleſs Manufactures lend 
an Ornament to Grandeur, and make Royalt 
itſelf more magnificent. Shall I take Notice 
of the Cell, in which, when the Gaiety and 
Buſineſs of Life are over, the little Recluſe 
immures herſelf, and ſpends the Remainder of 
her Days in Retirement? — Shall I rather ob- 
ſerve the Sepulchre, which, when cloyed with 
Pleaſure and weary of the World, ſhe prepares 
for her own Interment? Or how, when a ſta- 
ted Period is elapſed, She wakes from a death- 
like Inactivity; breaks the Incloſure of her 
Tomb; throws off the duſłky Shroud; allumes 
Z 2 a 


Since, even the Volumes of Inſpiration ſeem to lend 
me the Sanction of their ſacred Authority, As they diſ- 
dain not to compare the bleſſed Jesusto a Door, a High- 
way, &c. And, perhaps, all Compariſons, which re- 
ſpe a Being of infinite Dignity, are not only mean, 
but equally mean and unworthy. 

I am ſenfible, likewiſe, that in this Paragraph, and 
ſome others, all the Cricumſtances are not completely 
correſpondent. But if, in ſome grand Particulars, the 
Reddition anſwers to the Deſcription; this, I truſt, 
will be ſufficient for my Purpoſe, and ſatisfactory to 
my Readers. —Perhaps, it would be no miſtaken Caution, 
to apply the ſame Obſervation to many of the beautiful 
Similitudes, Parables, and Allegories, uſed by our 
Lok op; ſuch as the brazen Serpent, the unjuſt Steward, 
the Thief in the Night, &c. Which, if ſcrupulouſly 
ſifted, or rigorouſly ſtrained, for an intire Coincidence 
in every Circumſtance, muſt appear to great Diſadvantage, 
and lead into palpable Inconveniencies. 
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a new Form; puts on a more ſumptuous Array; 
and, {from an Inſect creeping on the Ground, 
becomes a winged Inhabitant of the Air? — 
No: this is a poor Reptile; and therefore un- 
'worthy to ſerve as an Illuſtration, when any 
Character of the Sun of Gov comes under 
Conſideration. But let me correct mylelf. Was 
not CHRIST (to uſe the Language of his own 
bleſſed Spirit) 2 Worm, and no Man*? In 
Appearance ſuch, and treated as ſuch. Did he 
not alſo bequeath the fine Linen of his own 
moſt perfect Righteouſneſs, to compoſe the 
Marriage-Garment f for our diſarrayed and 


_ defiled 
# Wikis 6 


+ This, and ſeveral other Hints, interſperſed in the 
Two Volumes, refer to the afiveand paſſive Righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST, imputed to Believers, for their Juſtification, 
Which, in the Opinion of many great Expoſitors, is 
the myſtical and moſt ſublime Meaning of the Wedding- 
Ga:ment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended by 
the Teacher fent from Gop, Matt. xxii. 11. A Doc- 
trine, which Some of Thoſe who honour my Meditati- 
ons with a Peruſal, probably may not receive with much, 
if any, Approbation. I hope, the whole Performance 
will not be caſhiered, for one Difference in Sentiment. 
And I beg, that the Sentiment itſelf may not haſtily be 
rejected without a ſerious Hearing. For, I have the 
Pleaſure of being intimately acquainted with a Gentle- 
man of Good Learning, and diſtinguiſhed Senſe, who 
had once as ſtrong Prepoſſeſſions againſt this Tenet, as 
can well be imagined. Yet now, He not only admits it, 

as 
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de ſiled Souls? Did He not, before his Fleſh 


ſaw Corruption, emerge triumphant from the 


Grave; and not only mount the lower Firma- 


Z 3 ment, 


as a Truth; but embraces it, as the Joy of his Heart; 
and cleaves to it, as the Rock of his Hopes. 

A clear and cogent Treatiſe, intitled Submiſſion to 
the Righteouſneſs of Gor, was the Inſtrument of re- 
moving his Prejudices, and reducing him to a better 
Judgment. —In which he has been happily confirmed, 
by the Authority of the moſt illeſtrious Names, and the 
Works of the moſt eminent Pens, that have ever adorned 
our Church and Nation. In this Number are—Biſhop 
Jewel, one of our great Reformers ; and the other venera- 


ble Compilers of our Homilies—Archbiſhop Uſer, that 
Oracle of Univerſal Learning. —Bithop Hall, the devout 
ond ſprightly Orator of his Age—the copious and fer- 


vent Biſhop Hopkins the ſingularly good and unaffected 
Bilhop Beveridge—that everlaſting Honour of the Bench 
of Judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Hales—the nervous, 
florid, and perſuaſive Dean Stanhope—the practical and 
perſpicuous Mr. Buri —and, to ſummon no other 


Evidence, that matclileſs Genius Millon: who, in various 


Parts of his divine Poem, inculcates this comfortable 

Truth; and, in one Pailage, repreſents it under the ver 
ſame Image, which is made uſe of above, Posk X. I. 222. 
I had almoſt forgot to mention that the Treatiſe in- 
titled Submiſſion, &c, was written by Mr. Benjamin 
Jenks —W hoſe Book of Devotions has defcrvedly paſſed 
through Eleven Editions; is truly admirable for the 
Sublimity, Spirituality, and Propriety ofthe ſentiments ; 
as well as for the conciſe Form, and pathetic Turn of 
the expreſſion. —-Whoſe Book of Medzations, though 
no leſs worthy of general Acceptance, has, for a 
conſiderable Time, been almoſt unknown and ; T 
tinct,, 
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ment, but aſcendthe Heaven of Heavens; ; taking 
Poſſeſſion of thoſe ſublime Abodes, in our 
Name, and as our Forerunner ? 

YE Calle, that reſl in your incloſed Paſtures; 
Ve Beaſls, that range the unlimited Foreſt; Ye 
Fiſh, that rove through trackleſs Paths of the 
Sca. Sheep, clad in 8 which, when 
left by You, are wore by Kings. Kine, who 
feed on Verdure, which, tranſmuted in your 
Bodies, and rained from your Udders, fur- 
niſhes a Repaſt for Queens. Lions, roaring 
alter your Prey; Leviathan, taking your Pal- 
time in the great Deep; with all that wing the 
Firmament, or tread the Soil, or {ſwim the 
Wave.—He, who ſpreads his ever- - hoſpitable 

Board ; 


tint. - But is now revived, and is lately repub- 
| liſhed, in Two Octavo Volumes, by Mr. James mo 
zngton, For which Service, He has my Thanks: 
flatter myſelf, He will have the Thanks of the 9 
as I am Perſuaded, could Religion and Virtue ſpeak, 
He would have their Acknowledgments allo, Since 
few Treatiſes are more happily calculated, to repreſent 
Religion in its native Beauty, and to promote the In- 
tereſts off genuine Virtue. —On which Account, I truſt, 
the Candid will excuſe me, and the Judictous will not 
condemn me, even though the Recommendation of thoſe 
Devotions and of theſe Meditations, may appear to be 
2 Digreſſion from my Subject. 


N. B. Should the Reader be inclined lo examine the afore- 
mentioned Tenet, He will find it flated, diſcuſſed, and 
aſpl.ed to its due Improvement, in a Picce intilled TukROR 
and ASPASIO. 
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Board; who admits Vou all to be his con— 
tinual Gueſts; and ſuffers You to want no 
manner of Thing that is good. — HE was 
deſtitute, afflicted, tormented: He endured all 
that was miſerable and reproachful; in order 
to exalt a degenerate Race, who had debaſed 
themſelves to a Level with the Beaſts that Periſh, 
unto Seats of diſlinguiſhed and immortal Hon- 
our; in order to introduce the Slaves of Sin, 
and Heirs of Hell, into Manſions of conſum- 
mate and everlaſting Bliſs. 


SURELY, the Contemplation of ſuch a Sub- | 
Jet, and the diſtant Anticipation of ſuch a 


Hope, may almoſt turn Earth into Heaven, and 
make even inanimate Nature vocal with Praiſe. 
Let it, then, break forth from every Creature. 
Let the meaneſl feel the inſpiring Impulſe; let 
the greate/i acknowledge themſelves unable, 
worthily to expreſs the ſtupendous Goodneſs, 
 Peraist HIM, ye Inſects that crawl on the 


the Air, waft on your Wings, and warble in 
your Notes, - HIS Praiſe; who, though Log 


t of the celeſtial Abodes, while ſojourning on 
e Earth, wanted a Shelter commodious as your 
e Neſts. Ve rougher World of Brules, join with 


the gentle Songſters of the Shade, and howl 
to HIM your hoarſe Applauſe; who breaks the 
« Jaw-Bones of the infernal Lion; who ſoftens 

into 


Ground; who, though high above all Height, 
hiakbled himſelf to . in Duſt. Birds of. 
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into Mildneſs the ſavage Diſpoſition; and 
bids the Wolf lie down in amicable Agreement, 
with the Lamb. Bleat out, ye Hills; let broader 
Lows be reſponſive from the Vales; ye Foreſts 
catch, and ye Rocks retain, the inarticulate 
Hymn; becauſe Mxss1an the Prince feeds his 
Flock, like a Shepherd. He gathers the Lambs 
with his Arm; He carries them in his n; 
and gently. leads thoſe that are with Young *. 
Wave, ye ſtately Cedars, in Sign of Warthio, 
wave your branching Heads to HIM; who 
meekly bowed his own, on the accurſed Tree. 
Pleaſing ProſpeAs, Scenes of Beauty, where 
niceſt Art conſpires with laviſh Nature, to 
form a Paradiſe below; lay forth all your 
Charms, and in all your Charms confeſs Your- 
ſelves a mere Blank; compared with his 
Amiableneſs, who is © faireſt among ten thou- 
* ſand, and altogether lovely. Drop down, 
ye Showers; and teſtify, as you fall; teſtify of 
HIS Grace, which deſcends more copiouſly 
than the Rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the 
Dew. Let ſighing Gales breathe, and mur- 
muring Rroulets flow; breathe and flow, 
in harmonious Conſonance to HIM ; whoſe 
Spirit is far more reviving, than the cooling 
Breeze; who is Himſelf the Fountain of liv- 
ing Waters. 


Ys 


by Ifa. xl. 11. 
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Ye Lighunings, blaze to HIS. Honour; ye 
Thunders, found HIS Praiſe; while reverbera- 
ting Clouds return the Roar, and bellowing 
Oceans propagate the tremendous: Anthem. 
Muteſt of Creatures, add your filent Oratory, 
and diſplay the Triumphs of HIS. Meekneſs; 
who, though He maketh the Clouds his 
Chariot, and treadeth upon the Waves of. the 
Sea; though the Thunder is his Voice, and 
the Lightning his Sword of Juſtice; yet, amidſt 
the moſt abuſive and cruel Injuries, was ſub- 
miſſive and lifted not his Hand, was dumb 
and opened not his Mouth,” Great Source 
of Day, addreſs thy radiant Homage to: a far 


ſublimer Sun. Write, in all thy, ample Round, 


with every lucid Beam, O! Write a Teſtimony 
to HIM, who is the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory. Who is the Sun of Righteouſnels to 
a finful World; and is riſen, never to go 
down; is riſen, to be our everlaſting Light. — 
Shine clear, ye Sktes; look gay, thou Earth; 
let the Floods clap their Hands, and let every 
Creature wear a Smile: for He cometh, the 
CREATOR Himſelf cometh, to be manifeſted in 
the Fleſh; and with Him comes: Pardon, 
Peace, and Joy; every Virtue and all Felicity 
comes in his Train. Angels and Archangels, 
let your Songs be of JESUS, and teach the 
very Heavens to echo with his adored and 
majeſtic Name. Ye beheld Him, with wa 
FA ran- 
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Tranſports of Admiration, when You attended 
his ene in the Garden, and ſaw Him proſt- 
rate on the Ground; than when You beheld 
univerſal Nature ring at his Call, and ſaw the 
Wonders of his creating Might. Tune to lot- 
tieſt Notes your golden Harps, and waken 
Raptures, unknown before even in heavenly 
Breaſts: while all that has Breath, ſwells the 
Concert of Harmony; and all that has Being, 
unites in the Tribute of Praiſe. 

Curkrlv, let Man exalt his Voice; let Man, 
with diſtinguiſhed Hoſannas, hail the Re- 
DEEMER. For Man, He was ſtretched on 
the: racking Croſs; for Man, He was con- 


ſigned to the gloomy Sepulchre; for Man, He W 


procured Grace unmeaſurable, and Bliſs in- 
conceivable. —However diſ/erent, therefore, 
in your Age, or more different in your Cir- 
cumſtances, be unanimous, O Men, in magni- 
fying a Saviour, who is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons; who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all. 
—Bend, ye Kings, from your Thrones of 
Ivory aud Gold; in your Robes of imperial 
Purple, fall proſtrate at HIS Feet; who for- 
ſook a nobler Throne, and laid aſide more 
illuſtrious Enſigns of Majeſty; that You might 
reign with God for ever and ever. — Children 
of Poverty, meaneſt of Mortals (if any can 
be called poor, who are thus enriched; it any 
can be accounted mean, who are thus en- 

noble! 
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nobled) rejoice, greatly rejoice, in Gop your 
Saviour. Who choſe to be indigent, was 
willing to be contemned; that you might be 
intitled to the Treaſures, and be numbered 
with the Princes, of Heaven. — Sons of Aflic- 
tion, though harraſſed with Pain, and inured 


to Anguiſh, O! change your Groans into 


Songs of Gratitude. Let no complaining 
Voice, no jarring String be heard, in the uni- 
verſal Symphony; but glorify the LAMB 
even in the Fires k. Who Himſelf bore greater 
Torment, than You feel; and has promiſed 
You a Share in the Joy, which he inherits: 
who has made your Sufferings ſhort, and will 
make your Reſt eternal.— Men of hoary Locks, 
bending beneath a Weight of Years, and 
tottering on the Brink of the Grave; let 
Cur1sT be your Support, under all Infirmi- 
ties; lean upon CHRIST, as the Rock of your 
Salvation. Let his Name, his precious Name, 
form the laſt Accents, which quiver on your 


pale expiring Lips. And let this be the firſt, 


that liſps on your Tongues, ye tender Infants. 
Remember your REDEEMuER, in your earlieſt 
Moments. Devote the Choice of your Hours, 
to the Learning of his Will; and the Chief 
of your Strength, to the glorifying of HIS 
Name. Who, in the Perfection of Health, and 
the very Prime of Manhood, was content to 

become 


® Iſa. xxiv. 15. 
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become a motionleſs and ghaſtly Corpſe; 
that You might be girt with the Vigour, and 
cloathed with the Bloom, of eternal Youth. 
Ys Spirits of juſt Men mate perfetl, ho 
are releaſed from the Burden of the Fleſh ; and 
freed from all the vexatious Solicicatioris 
of Corruption in Yourlelves; delivered from 
all the injurious Effects of Iniquity in others. 
Who ſojourn no longer in the Tents of Strife, 
or the Territories of Diſorder; but are received 


into that pure, harmonious, holy Society, 


where every one acts up to his amiable and 
exalted Character; where Gop Himſelf is 
pleaſed graciouſly and immediately to preſide.— 
Vou find, not without pleaſing Aſtoniſhment, 
your Hopes improved into aftual Enjoyment, 


and your Faith ſuperſeded by the Beatific Vi- 


hon. You feel all your former Shyneſs of 
Behaviour, happily loſt in the Overflowings 
of unbounded Love: and all your little Dif- 
terences of Opinion, intirely bore down by 

Tides of invariable Truth. Bleſs, therefore, 
with all your inlarged Powers, bleſs His infi- 
nitely larger Goodneſs; who, when He had 
overcome the Sharpneſs: of Death, opened the 


955 Gates of Paradiſe, opened the Kingdom of 


Heaven, to all Generations, and to every De- 
nomination, of the Faichful. 

_ Ye Men of holy Converſation, and humble 

Tempers, think of HIM, who loved You, and 


waſhed 
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waſhed You from your Sins in his own Blood. 


Think of Him, on your ſilent Couch; talk of 


Him, in every ſocial Interview. Glory i in his 
Excellencies; make your Boaſt of his Obedi- 
ence; and add; {till continue to add, the In- 
cenſe of a dutiful Life, to all the Oblations of 
a grateful Tongue. Weakeſt of Believers, who 
go mourning under a Senſe of Guilt, and con- 
flicting with the ceaſeleſs Aſſaults of Tempta- 
tion; put off your Sack-cloth, and be girded 
with Gladneſs. Becauſe IESus, is as merciful 


to hear, as He is mighty to help. Becauſe, 


He is touched with the tendereſt ſympathizing 
Concern, for all your Diſtreſſes; and he lives, 
ever lives, to be your Advocate with the FA- 


FF HER: Why then ſhould uneaſy Doubts 


ſadden your Countenances? Why ſhould de- 


ſponding Fears oppreſs your Souls? Turn, 


turn thoſe diſconſolate Sighs into chearful 


Hymns; ſince you have his powerful Intercęſſion, 
and his ingſtimable Merits, to be your Anchor 
in all Tribulations, to be your Pogo into: 


eternal Bleſſedneſs. 


Mosr of all, Ye Miniſters of the Sanduary ; 
Heralds commiſſioned from above; lift, every 


One, his Voice like a Trumpet, and loudly 


proclaim the RrpEEuER. Get Ve up, Ye 
Ambaſſadors of Peace, get Ye up into the 


high Mountains; and ſpread far and wide: 


the Honours of the LAMB, d, that was ſlain, 
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2s a noble one. (See Spect. Vol. VII. No. 513.) 
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but is alive for evermore.” Teach every 
ſacred Roof, to reſound with his Fame; and 
every human Heart, to glow with his Love. 
Declare, as far as the Force of Words will go, 
declare the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of that great 
Atonement; whoſe Merits are commenſurate 
with the Glories of the Divinity *. Tell the 
ſinful Wretch, what Pity yearns in Inma- 


NUEL's Bowels; what Blood he has ſpilt, what 


Agonies he has endured, what Wonders He 
has wrought, for the Salvation of his Enemies: 
Invite the Indigent, to become rich; intreat 
the Guilty, to accept of Pardon; becauſe, with 
the crucified Jesvs is plenteous Redemption, 
and All- ſufficiency to fave. While you, placed 


in conſpicuous Stations, pour the joyful Sound; 
may |, as I ſteal through the Vale of humble 


Life, catch the pleaſing Accents! For me, the 
Author of all Bleſſings became a Curle: for 


me, 


If in this Place and others, I have ſpoken magni- 


ficently of the Blood of CHRIST, and its inſuperable 


Efficacy to expiate Guilt; I think, it is no more than 


is expreſſed, in a very celebrated Hymn; written by 


one of the greateſt Wits, who had alfo been one of the 
greateſt Libertines, and afterwards commenced one of 
the moſt remarkable Penitents, in France, A Hymn, 


which even Mr. Bayle confeſſes to be a very fine one; 


which another great Critic calls an admirable one; and 
which, a Genius ſuperior to them both, recommends 


The 
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me, his Bones were diſlocated, and his Fleſh 


was torn: He hung, with ſtreaming Veins, and 


an agonizing Soul, on the Croſs for me. O! 
may I, in my little Sphere, and amidſt the 
ſcanty Circle of my Acquaimance, at Icaſt 
whiſper theſe glad tranſporting Tidings ; 
whiſper them from my own Heart, that they 
may ſurely reach, and {ſweetly penetrate theirs. 


Bur, when Men and Angels raiſe the grand 


Hymn; when all Worlds, and all Beings, add 
their collective Acclamations ; this full, fervent, 


and univerſal Chorus, will be ſo inferior to the 


Riches ofthe Repztmer's Grace; fo diſpropor- 


tionate to the Magnificence of his Glory; that it 
will ſeem but to debaſe the unutterable Subject, 
it 


The Author, having acknowledged his Crimes to be, 


beyond Meaſure heinous, and almoſt beyond Forgive- 
neſs provoking: — ſo provoking, as to render Tears 
from ſuch Eyes offenſive, and Prayers from ſuch Lips 
abominable :—compoſes himſelf to ſubmit, without the 
leaſt repining Sentiment; to ſubmit, even with Praiſe 
and Adoration, to the moſt dreadful Doom. Accord- 
ingly, he ſtands in regſined ExpeQation of being in- 
ſtantly ſtruck by the Bolts of Vengeance: but—with a 
Turn of Thought equally ſurpriſing and ſprightly ; 
with a Faith properly founded, and happily firm ; He 
adds, 1 


Yet where! O where! can ev n thy Thunders fall! 
CARIST's Blood oerſpreads and ſhields me from 
them all, 
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it attempts to exalt. The loud Hallelujah will 
die away, in the ſolemn menial Eloquence of 
1 88 8 rapturous, filent Adoration. 


O Goodneſs infinite ! Goodneſs immenſe! 
And Love that paſſeth Lud wiedgs = Words 
are van ; 
Language is loft in Wonders ſo divine. 
« Come then, expre//roe SILENCE, muſe his 


« Praiſe.” 


ELM: 


n . 


